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1. Meeting Overview 
 

Title 2020 8th Pacific Network Meeting for Intangible Cultural Heritage 

Theme Building a Cooperative System for ICH Safeguarding in the Future 

after COVID-19 

Date 14:00-16:00 pm (Samoa time), 9:00-11:00 am (Korea Time) 

28 October 2020 (Wed) 

Venue Online Meeting using MS Teams 

Participants Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Solomon Islands 

Department of Heritage and Arts, Fiji 

Ministry of Cultural Development, Cook Islands  

Support Services Division & Culture Division, Ministry of Tourism, 

Tonga 

Ministry of Education Sports & Culture, Samoa  

International Information and Networking Centre for Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region under the auspices of 

UNESCO (ICHCAP) 

International Centre of Martial Arts for Youth Development and 

Engagement Under the Auspices of UNESCO (ICM) 

Language English 

Co-organizers ICHCAP 

UNESCO Apia Office 

Supporter Cultural Heritage Administration of the Republic of Korea (CHA) 
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2. Background 

The UNESCO Office in Apia, Samoa serves sixteen independent countries and one territory 

in the Pacific. Established in September 1984, it first operated as an Education Office to 

support six Pacific Member States and then expanded to cover Culture, Natural Sciences 

and Communication and Information by 1995. By 2005 all independent Pacific nations had 

joined UNESCO. In the frame of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage, the UNESCO Apia Office has supported the ratification of the convention 

by 13 PSIDS, and is now working with national authorities on the implementation of the 

convention. 

ICHCAP has been working with the Pacific region on a variety of topics to enhance the role 

of young actors and government stakeholders and widen the visibility of ICH through 

diverse activities such as the 2017 Pacific Network Meeting, the 2018 Young ICH 

Practitioners Network Meeting, and the Virtual Pacific Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) 

exhibition through Google Art and Culture platform, among others. 

During these unprecedented and challenging times, when living heritage is affected in 

different ways by the COVID-19 pandemic, we need to ponder on persistent questions 

which synthesize the ways communities have given new meanings to their ICH, how living 

heritage has helped them cope with the challenges, and how safeguarding and transmission 

of ICH is ensured. 

In the field of ICH, many significant festive events and rituals have been cancelled or 

postponed while some communities can no longer access the cultural and natural spaces 

and places of memory necessary for expressing their ICH. Given that tourism is a major 

source of growth, employment, and income for many countries, especially for the Pacific 

SIDS (Small Island Developing States), many bearers and practitioners of ICH have suffered 

a loss of income for and their livelihoods have been significantly impacted. 

The Pacific Network Meeting planned by ICHCAP and UNESCO Apia Office to take place 

during the 13th Festival of Pacific Art and Culture has been postponed due to COVID-19 and 

the connected restrictions. However, ICHCAP and UNESCO Apia Office recognize the 

importance of continuing to facilitate an online dialogue among key stakeholders in the 

Pacific region, as well as building networks and enabling cooperation opportunities for 

future collaborative initiatives in support of safeguarding the region’s ICH in the post 

COVID-19 era. 
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3. Objective 

 The 2020 Pacific Network Meeting intends to: 

● assess the impacts of COVID-19 on ICH in the Pacific region and explore how it 

contributed to communities’ resilience during the pandemic; 

● discuss creative and innovative solutions particularly in the area of cooperation and 

collaboration for ICH safeguarding and transmission; 

● establish a network of diverse stakeholders for the safeguarding of ICH in the 

Pacific region. 

 

4. Program Description 

The meeting will engender a venue to gather testimonies and insights on a country level to 

understand how the impact of COVID affected but also was countered by intangible cultural 

heritage. The following questions can help guide the discussion and country specific 

interventions: 

- Current status of ICH safeguarding in the countries 

- How does the pandemic impact the viability and transmission of ICH? How do social 

restrictions introduced limit or collapse the involvement of communities, groups, 

and individuals in ICH safeguarding? 

- Did ICH and connected values help alleviate the pressure caused by the pandemic 

and do you have examples of living heritage contributing to communities’ ability to 

cope with the crisis and the imposed restrictions? 

- How do governments and affiliated organizations imagine and plan the new ways 

for ICH to be practiced, safeguarded and transmitted in the Post-COVID 19 era? 
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5. Meeting Program  

 

14:00-

14:05 

Welcoming Remarks: Nisha, Director, UNESCO Apia Office 

Opening Remarks: KEUM, Gi Hyung, Director-General, ICHCAP 

The programme is moderated by Sipiriano Nemani (Director, Fiji Museum) 

Session1: Status and Challenges of the Safeguarding ICH in the Pacific Regions 

14:05-

14:10 

The purpose and history of Pacific Network Meetings 

PARK, Weonmo, Director, Office of Cooperation and Networking, ICHCAP 

14:10-

15:00 

Country specific insights and testimonies: Updates on the Implementation 

of the 2003 Convention for Safeguarding of ICH of Solomon Islands (Steven 

Namosu Paukari, Principal Culture Officer, 

Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Solomon Islands) 

Building a Cooperative System for ICH Safeguarding in the Future after 

COVID-19 (Taitusi. M. S. Arhelger, Senior Policy & Convention Officer, 

Department of Heritage & Arts, Ministry of Education, Fiji) 

ICH Impact during COVID19 (Anthony Turua, Ministry of Cultural Development 

Secretary for Culture, Cook Islands) 

Country Report: Tonga (Pulupaki ‘A Siu’ilikutapu Ika, Deputy Director, Support 

Services Division & Culture Division, Tonga) 

Session2: Status and Plans of Cooperation Projects in the Pacific Region 

15:00-

15:20 

Presentation1: Socio-economic impact assessment of COVID-19 in the 

Pacific (Ellen Lekka, Programme Specialist, UNESCO Apia Office) 

Presentation2: ICHCAP’s current projects and future plans 

(KIM, Boram, Assistant Programme Specialist, ICHCAP) 

Presentation3: ichLinks - a one-stop online platform  

(PARK, Sangmook, Programme Specialist, ICHCAP) 

15:20-

15:30 

Information Session 

Introduction to the ICM’s activities (CHOI, Hanna, Programme Specialist, ICM) 

Session3: Discussions – Future Direction 

15:30-

16:00 

To discuss future direction for ICH Safeguarding in the Pacific Region 
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6. Discussion 

The 2020 Pacific Network Meeting was seen as an opportunity to gather testimonies and 

insights at country level to understand how COVID19 has impacted Pacific communities 

and how intangible cultural heritage was used as a response mechanism.  

The Director UNESCO Pacific States Office (Apia) Ms. Nisha began with introductory 

remarks on the session. While thanking ICHCAP for making ICH the subject of conversation 

in the Pacific during this pandemic, the Director affirmed that ICH is a daily practice and 

part of an everyday life, and in a way not a distinct cultural practice that can be separated 

form people’s economic activities, family activities. The forum needed to look at how ICH 

can play a new role in the current context especially in the midst of technological 

transformation that the Pacific island nations are going through. COVID19 has closed 

borders, closed economies, and social restrictions including national measures imposed 

can also impact ICH safeguarding and transmission. Communities should note that their 

losing economic livelihood is inevitable however important reconsideration decisions have 

to be made including finding alternative pathways to move forward. Nisha praised those 

island states in the Pacific that have ratified the 2003 Convention for ICH Safeguarding and 

made significant progress in its implementation including the facilitation of inventory 

making process, improving capacity for safeguarding and the development of policies.  

The Director General ICHCAP Mr. Keum Gi Hyung gave the keynote address for the session. 

While welcoming representatives participating, the Director General again reiterated the 

challenges posed by COVID19 pandemic. Like the foreseeable outcome of this online 

network meeting, everyone must overcome the barriers posed by this unprecedented event 

in our history and embrace proactive and innovative ways of communicating the message 

about ICH across to our audiences. This is the direction with which ICHCAP is moving now 

as it tries to strengthen its role as a Category 2 Centre and use technology and current 

mediums to build networks and information sharing. He hopes that the meeting will 

provide hints to ICHCAP, UNESCO Pacific Office and Pacific member states on how to move 

forward.  

The Director Cooperation and Networking (ICHCAP) Mr. Weonmo Park provided a prelude 

to the status of ratification of the 2003 Convention in the Pacific by UNESCO member states 

and congratulated countries that joined recently with the hope of other PIS following soon. 

The highlight of this presentation was the depth and extent of work ICHCAP has been 

conducting in the Pacific since 2009, and it hopes to strengthen this work in the future.  

The highlight of the meeting was when Pacific state parties to the Convention shared the 

current status of ICH Safeguarding in their respective countries. The latter also commented 

on their interpretation of how the pandemic has impacted the viability and transmission of 

ICH including case studies whereby living heritage contributed to communities’ ability to 

cope with the crisis and its imposed restrictions.  
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Mr. Steven Namosu Paukari of the Solomon Islands (SI) was thankful to UNESCO for funding 

its 2019 first ever national workshop on the implementation of the 2003 Convention for 

ICH at the national level. The workshop successfully brought participants from various Govt. 

Ministries, NGOs, youth and practitioners together. COVID-19 affected ICH safeguarding 

severely in the Solomon Islands because of imposed restrictions for social isolation and the 

diversion of Government budgetary provisions from the Culture Sector towards tackling the 

effects of the pandemic. Foreseeable way forward for the Cook Islands includes improving 

visibility of ICH through the use of media, TV, and radio to broadcast the programs. 

Similarly, SI is still processing ways of sustaining their ICH practices including its 

safeguarding and transmission by learning from other countries through regular 

participation in webinars.  

Mr. Taitusi Arhelger of Fiji updated the meeting regarding Fiji’s progress emphasizing that 

its almost finalized “National Cultural Policy” has 10 national priorities and ICH is 

mainstreamed in each. An activity Fiji is focusing on now is ICH in schools, and how a new 

program with the latter is developed incorporating both classroom and practical learning 

by students. The participation of youths and young practitioners in national programs is 

pivotal and stakeholder initiatives are place to assist this. One thing that Fiji needs to 

strengthen its ICH implementation is financial assistance. While it has made significant 

strides in the requests for national ICH budgetary provision, this was reduced significantly 

after Fiji’s national budget was announced for COVID19 however this did not dampen ICH 

work at the national level and the team has just completed a training on the 2003 

Convention at Rabi Island (descendant of Gilbert & Ellice Islanders in Fiji) with more 

activities to follow. Fiji has yet to ask for international assistance from ICH Funds as the 

process, it feels is tedious and takes longer to process.  

Mr. Anthony Turua of the Cook Islands (CI) shared his Ministry’s experience during 

COVID19 pandemic. The culture sector budget including other sectors was drastically 

reduced and CI regional and international activities/ participation halted. The pandemic 

has impacted locals and most people on the island have chosen to go back to more 

traditional ways of fishing and agriculture. In general people are recalling and reaching out 

resorting to traditional values and ways of living. The Ministry of Cultural Development and 

Government are now looking at how the nation can re-align the revival of traditional 

practices as part of its national development goals. While the CI has relied so much on 

tourism, with borders closed, people are continuing their traditional practices in respective 

spaces. The pandemic has provided the CI with an opportunity to review their 

infrastructure system including the use of digital platforms to enhance its activities.  

Ms. Senolita Fonokalafi of Tonga contributed on behalf of the Tongan Culture Division and 

lamented that all their ICH activities have been cancelled due to COVID19. Culture budget 

has also been redirected however they look forward to the opening of the new Tonga 

National Museum. Like most other PICs, COVID19 has posed positive impact in that it has 
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renewed traditional ways of living such traditional ways of making dishes among others. 

Tonga is making use of its media platform available for maximum visibility of ICH work on 

the island.  

Ms. Peone Fuimaono Solomona of Western Samoa presented on the situation in Samoa. 

Samoa has had 50% reduction in budget as a result of COVID19 however it is thankful to its 

development partners for assisting the Culture Division in its work in 2020. Samoa has 

used this experience to experiment on new initiatives including use of digital platforms – 

virtual museums, online education program – and many more. Samoa is also exploring 

ventures with new partners and new way of doing things.  

Ms. Ellen Lekka, the new Culture Advisor at UNESCO Pacific Office (Apia) provided a sub-

regional update regarding the ICH Convention and its ratification in the Pacific. The current 

status of the ICH Convention in the Pacific includes 13 PICs that are state parties to the 

Convention. There was a Pacific ICH Action Plan (2020-2024) developed in 2019 and is a 

very useful tool that identifies priority actions both at national and regional levels and 

provides a mid-term strategy and guidance. A milestone achievement from the Pacific is 

that three (3) elements have been inscribed in the Representative list of the ICH of 

Humanity – Lakalaka (Tonga), Sandroin (Vanuatu) and ‘le Samoa (Samoa). COVID-19 

pandemic has greatly affected the Pacific as seen through the diagnostic study done 

through the Socio-Economic Impact Assessment of COVID-19 carried out in all 15 PICs by 

UNESCO. There are specific trends that are similar across the PICs: 

(a) strong social capital, renewed bonds between families and communities, 

(b) return to villages and revival of traditional practices such as traditional food systems, 

and increased ICH transmission,  

(c) solidarity linked to traditional practices that show that cultural participation and 

inclusion is essential to Pacific well-being.  

UNESCO is now in the process of producing a policy brief that summarizes the findings with 

the use of engaging material such as info-graphics to further this course.  

Ms. Boram Kim of ICHCAP presented on current and future activities in the Asia Pacific 

Region by ICHCAP. Some ongoing projects include: 

(a) ICH and Education; 

(b) ICH Safeguarding through online platform; 

(c) Developing online ICH platform “ICH Links”. 

Education remains one of the core priorities for ICHCAP in the region. This is because of the 

role of education and ICH sustainability and safeguarding. Current programs on the subject 

include:  
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(a) MOOC course (Massive Open Online Course) – starts in 2021. 

(b) APHEN-ICH (Higher Education Network). We always welcome new member institutes. 

(c) ICH Education in School is targeting primary and secondary schools. Implementing pilot 

projects in 6 countries using teachers’ resource kits. 

ICHCAP will see through that it continues with its programs using latest platforms as 

highlighted by the Director General earlier.  

Mr. Sangmook Park of ICHCAP talked on one of the most recent projects of ICHCAP in the 

region called ichLinks. The latter refers to open source online information sharing platform. 

ichLinks serves as a space for cultural exchange. Its main valued include decentralization of 

forces and responsibilities, openness and sharing, and sustainability. ichLinks provide 

multiple layers of ICH information and content. ICHCAP is hoping to pilot this project for 

the Pacific in Fiji. Negotiations are ongoing. Further information on this project can be 

finalized via this link: https://www.unesco-ichcap.org/ichlinks/  

Ms. Hanna Choi of UNESCO ICM, South Korea, shared information on the UNESCO ICM’s role 

and activities in the region. The vision of ICM is to promote peace, reconciliation and non-

violence through martial arts. Its objectives inculcate: 

(a) research knowledge sharing (encourage research by young researchers as well); 

(b) capacity building; 

(c) clearing house on martial arts; 

(d) fostering North-South cooperation between developed and developing countries. 

ICM hopes to widen its work and partnerships with Pacific Island nations.  

 

A discussion ensued after all the presentations. Because of lack of time, a few of comments 

collated inculcated the following: 

▪ The opportunity for higher education institutions in the region to use the network 
established by ICHCAP to strengthen their “convention implementation function” in 
promoting ICH education at post-Secondary School level.  

▪ The need to revamp the Pacific Youth ICH Network established by ICHCAP in 2019 
and has its activities and stories synergize with other ICHCAP endeavors in the 
region including general ICH activities at the national level. ICHCAP is putting its 
efforts together to reinvigorate its function including progressing works with 
potential new partners such ICM to work with ICH Youth Network in the Pacific.  

▪ UNESCO and ICHCAP to draw on common ICH issues faced in the Pacific and find 
possible way forward including foreseeable activities to implement in the near 
future. The report to be developed after the meeting is the best way to highlight 
challenges and identify opportunities including way forward for the Pacific. This will 

https://www.unesco-ichcap.org/ichlinks/
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then be distributed to all participants and can be used to mobilize further 
cooperation activities in future.  

▪ The country presentations and ICHCAP presentations have shed on important 
mechanisms to foster ICH safeguarding in the region including networking, 
promoting ICH using new technology and other media platforms. During COVID19, 
unless financial provisions are available for capital works, most ICH activities should 
focus on soft infrastructure such as ICH education program development, Pacific 
Higher Education Institutions registering with the ICHCAP Higher Education 
Network etc.  

▪ Countries recommended to use COVID19 as a “reset” period and reorient their 
priorities and activities including catching up on “unfinished business”.  

 

7. Meeting Summary and Way Forward 

This virtual meeting provided a platform for various ICH issues to be raised in terms of the 

current challenges and opportunities in the respective countries, as well as cooperation and 

possible synergies. It is important to remain active and collaborate with each other to share 

knowledge and enhance the mutual capacities. 

Interesting case studies were demonstrated by the representatives of different countries, 

where they showed how different sectors were working together to overcome the 

impending challenges. Instead of communities and people stepping into passive mode and 

seeing COVID-19 as hard time, they try to see opportunities and positive aspects in it. 

People are recalling and reaching back to their traditional values and traditional ways of 

living, such as traditional food systems, traditional building and constructing methods, and 

many more. All these enable the ICH transmission and capacity building, but also show the 

transversal value of culture and intangible cultural heritage in specific in addressing 

challenges and achieving the SDGs.  

Moreover, questions of Education and Youth involvement were raised by almost every 

participant, which indicates the important role of education in safeguarding ICH and the 

importance of youth’s participation in such initiatives. Several participants noted that 

mainstreaming ICH in secondary schools would be very beneficial, as well as 

multidisciplinary TVET that incorporates skills and knowledge linked to ICH. They called 

for practical and participatory training that engages youth and ensures intergenerational 

transmission of ICH. 

Lastly, it has been emphasized that as it is important to have knowledge and information 

exchange, it is even more important to be able to access that information anytime later. For 

that, technologies and innovative thinking could come in handy. Likewise, cooperation in 

creating database, digitalization and documentation should be high in the list. This would 

require assistance through technical expertise that would contribute to the development of 

local institutional capacities. We need to look for opportunities posed by tech forces that 

could be useful in documenting and transmitting the ICH. 
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8. Outcome Document 

The following are proposed activities relating to ICH information sharing and networking, 

as per ICHCAP mandate, which can be implemented by Pacific State Parties to the 2003 ICH 

Convention during and post COVID19: 

THEMATIC AREA FORSEEABLE ACTIVITIES  

BY PACIFIC STATE PARTIES 

IMPLEMENTORS 

Information 

Sharing  
▪ In-country ICH institutional, ICH practitioner, ICH 

experts mapping; 
▪ Digitizing of ICH information collected prior; 
▪ Establish a national ICH page on social media and 

use for communities to share their stories; 
▪ Encourage communities to video their ICH activities 

practiced in-situ; 
▪ Sort technical advice from ICHCAP regarding ICH 

database development; 
▪ Sort technical advice from ICHCAP regarding 

strengthening ICT-based ICH Information Capacity.   

ICHCAP 

National ICH Focal 

points 

Communities 

ICH NGOs and 

institutions.  

UNESCO 

Networking 
▪ Establishing national ICH networks between 

communities, ICH Experts and NGOs; 
▪ Establish national ICH networks between local 

schools; 
▪ Create networks between national higher education 

institutions (and ICH) and those at regional level as 
well; 

▪ Link national institutes and universities with 
ICHCAP ASPNET Project;  

▪ Encourage young Pacific Islanders to connect with 
ICHCAP and their interpersonal exchange program; 

▪ UNESCO to coordinate Pacific multi-national virtual 
meetings and research on possible (a) ICH 
representative list nominations or (b) sort financial 
assistance from ICH fund for implementation of ICH 
activities.  

ICHCAP 

National ICH Focal 

points 

Communities 

ICH NGOs and 

institutions.  

UNESCO 

Awareness Raising  
▪ Writing and collating information for publishing on 

ICH Courier & ICH Plus. Work with relevant ICHCAP 
section in this regard.  

▪ Partner with ICHCAP to publish ICH books 
pertinent to living heritage on the islands. 

▪ Sort technical advice from ICHCAP on appropriate 
awareness raising  

ICHCAP 

National ICH Focal 

points 

Communities 

ICH NGOs and 

institutions.  

UNESCO 
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⚫ Progress Report by PARK, Weonmo, Director, ICHCAP 
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Welcoming Remarks 

 

Nisha 

Director, UNESCO Apia Office 

I would like to start by thanking ICHCAP for organizing today’s event and wishing 

you and your families the best of wishes, specifically your health and safety in these 

difficult times. I am pleased to see the experts who are gathered today. I would like to keep 

this short and leave you with a few points to be taken into account in the deliberations.  

First of all, as we talk about intangible cultural heritage, I recognize its importance 

in the context of COVID-19 pandemic, which is causing tragic loss of lives, affecting the 

well-being of billions of people. A crisis like this has also brought out the importance of 

intangible cultural heritage, particularly traditional knowledge systems. 

Intangible cultural heritage is often associated with things of the past and not seen 

as relevant by many because of our changing lifestyles and the opening of economies for 

free trade, as well as media projections of dominant cultures. COVID-19 came as a reminder 

that social interdependencies are important for our sustainability. Development, rooted 

only in the market economy and lifestyles focused on individual wishes without any 

consideration of public good and environment, is not sustainable.  In the Pacific, 

particularly in rural areas, intangible cultural heritage is a daily practice and integral to 

everyday life. It is connected to people in a way that it is not a distinct or a standalone 

cultural practice that can be separated form people’s economic activities, family activities, 

or social interactions.  

Secondly, aside from the relevance of intangible cultural heritage in times of 

COVID-19 pandemic, we need to look at how intangible cultural heritage can play a new 

role in the 21st century. The Pacific island nations are undergoing transformations related 

to demographics, technologies, climate change, and a range of other issues. For example, 

changes are happening within the island nations in the form of rural to urban migration for 

jobs, displacements due to natural hazards and disasters, as well as international 

migrations for education, employment, and search for a better future as individuals and 

their families, taking into consideration forced migration due to climate change.  

Intangible cultural heritage needs to be safeguarded because it is an integral part of 

lives of the people of the pacific nations. If their lives change, intangible cultural heritage is 

bound to change. Safeguarding is needed to ensure that intangible cultural heritage 

acquired over centuries and generations is not only maintained, but also grows and evolves 

in light of present-day realities.  
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The final point I would like to make is that in the Pacific, as we wait for Niue to 

ratify the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage to 

achieve one hundred ratification in the Pacific small islands states that are covered by the 

UNESCO Office for the Pacific States, we take into account a few factors in inventorying and 

capacity-building initiatives. These factors include the need to have a comprehensive 

understanding of the realities of the context, to leverage existing and emerging 

technologies, to prepare for disaster risk reduction, to support climate change mitigation 

and adaptation, and to update the trainings and processes of safeguarding in the light of the 

needs around recovery from specific forms of disasters, pandemics, and ethno-political 

crises. We cannot continue doing things as usual when people and the small island 

developing states are confronted with challenges, including debt vulnerabilities, 

unemployment and underemployment, gender disparities, and social and economic 

inequalities. Both the practices of intangible cultural heritage and safeguarding of these 

practices must respond to these factors to remain relevantly for the sake of living heritage.  
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Opening Remarks 

 

KEUM, Gi Hyung 

Director-General, ICHCAP 

First of all, I would like to express my utmost gratitude to all participants of the 8th 

Pacific Network Meeting for Intangible Cultural Heritage Safeguarding. It is our delight to 

co-organize the meeting with the UNESCO Office in Apia, such important collaboration 

which we hope to bring further into the future.  

ICHCAP initially planned to co-host the Pacific Network Meeting with the UNESCO 

Office in Apia as an event for the 13th Festival of Pacific Art and Culture in Hawaii in June 

2020. However, it has been postponed due to COVID-19 and modified into today’s online 

meeting. The presence of the COVID-19 pandemic has tremendously reshaped our lives, 

significantly threatening crucial heritage safeguarding activities on the ground, the 

implementation of social distancing measures to curb the transmission of coronavirus has 

abated the tourism industry and largely the economy of the Pacific Island countries. 

Transmission of intangible cultural heritage, which plays a pivotal role in the tourism of 

these countries, is inevitably in danger.  

Even though the pestilential pandemic has slowed down some processes, I ardently 

believe that the epidemic cannot stop our efforts to share and spread knowledge to 

safeguard the intangible cultural heritage of the humanity. To adapt to new structural 

changes, ICHCAP has consummately switched most of the on-site events to various forms of 

online activities. And it is completely invigorating to see the creative potential of 

stakeholders in the field of living heritage in approaching and conducting online events like 

today’s meeting. 

I passionately believe that the value of knowledge increases as it is shared with 

others. This is parallel with ICHCAP’s core value of information sharing and network 

building. By all means, I hope this meeting can serve as an efficacious opportunity for all 

stakeholders to ameliorate their knowledge in bolstering various orchestrated efforts to 

safeguard intangible cultural heritage and its future even after the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Thank you very much. 
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Pacific Network Meeting for Intangible Cultural Heritage Safeguarding 

: its history and achievements 

 

PARK, Weonmo 

Director, Office of Cooperation and Networking, ICHCAP 

Since 2010, ICHCAP has held Pacific Network Meeting for Intangible Cultural 

Heritage Safeguarding with UNESCO Apia Office to encourage countries in the Pacific 

region to join the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. By 

identifying the status of ICH safeguarding and seeking regional cooperation measures, we 

have promoted the importance of the 2003 Convention in the Pacific region. 

As a result, the number of countries joined the 2003 Convention has increased from 

3 to 13 among 17 countries in the Pacific region within ten years period. Now we are 

waiting for Australia, New Zealand, Tokelau, and Niue to join the 2003 Convention. 

          Pacific Network Meeting for ICH Safeguarding was held annually until 2015 to 

discuss the status and challenges of ICH safeguarding. After that, the meeting has been held 

every 2-to-3-year period and decided to focus more on joint projects.  

          The first project had already initiated in 2013. ICHCAP published a book 

‘Traditional Knowledge and Wisdom: Themes from the Pacific Islands’ with partners in Fiji, 

Micronesia, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, and Vanuatu in 2014. 

           In 2015, we conducted the Preliminary Survey on Dormant ICH Data in the 

Pacific as a result of the 6th Pacific Meeting in Fiji. With the support of ICHCAP, Papua New 

Guinea, Palau, Fiji, Micronesia, and Tonga have compiled lists of ICH-related multimedia 

materials. We collaborated with Google Arts and Culture and exhibited some of the 

materials to the public in 2016. 

           In the following year, we held a network meeting in Palau under the theme of 

‘Youth as Safeguarding Actors for Pacific ICH’ and discussed how to maintain this cohesive 

effort in the future. As a follow-up measure, a youth meeting was held in the Solomon 

Islands in 2018 with youth-transmitters during the 6th Melanesian Festival of Arts and 

Culture. 

           ICHCAP has also supported various projects such as ICH experts exchange, 

digitalization of analogue materials, distribution of web templates, and information 

capacity building in the Pacific region. 
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           The appearance of the Covid-19 has forced us to switch most of the on-site 

events to online events, and so as of today’s meeting. Nonetheless, the pandemic could not 

stop our efforts to share and spread knowledge to safeguard ICH. 

I want to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude towards Ms. 

Takahashi Akatsuki, who has been passionately worked at the UNESCO Apia office since 

2010 to implement the 2003 Convention in the Pacific region. I also have much expectation 

and support for Ms. Ellen Lekka’s future roles and efforts to safeguard ICH in the Pacific 

region. 

Lastly, I hope the 8th Pacific Network Meeting can deliver fruitful results for all the 

participants and serve as an opportunity to bolster efforts to safeguard ICH.  
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Presentation 2- Fiji 
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Senior Policy & Convention Officer, 
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Presentation 4-Tonga 
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Deputy Director, Support Services Division & Culture Division, Tonga 
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Presentation 1 by UNESCO Apia Office 

 

Ellen Lekka 

Programme Specialist, UNESCO Apia Office 

Since the outbreak of the COVID-19 global pandemic, the Pacific Island Countries and 

Territories (PICTs) have recorded a small number of cases, nonetheless they have declared 

a state of public health emergency in most countries, introducing lockdowns, curfews and 

social distancing to prevent the transmission of COVID-19. This has caused much broader 

socio-economic impact, which reaches beyond implications linked to the health sector and 

has serious repercussions on the the social abric of communities, their ability to interact as 

they were used to and follow their traditional practices as well as their ability to achieve 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This warranted an immediate response in 

containing the spread of COVID-19 and stabilizing the regions’ economies in a resilient and 

sustainable manner. 

The Socio-Economic Impact Assessment of COVID-19 in the Pacific, constituted a joint 

effort of the UN agencies and other development partners, that seeked to present evidence 

of the impact of COVID-19 on lives and livelihoods in PICTs with a view to inform 

interventions by UN agencies, Governments and development partners. The Impact 

Assessment, was guided by the 5-Pillar UN framework for the immediate socio-economic 

response to COVID-19, at had as an objective to inform resource mobilisation of resources 

and in particular, efforts to ensure no one is left behind especially the impact on groups that 

have been marginalized and face discrimination. 

UNESCO, as member of the formed Task Force leading the Socio-Economic Impact 

Assessment, carried out field surveys under Pillar 5: Social Cohesion and Community 

Resilience. In this framework, the main focus was on the diagnosis of the impact of COVID-

19 on wellbeing, cohesion and social equity in the PICTs. The assessment applied a culture 

lens and also took into account the impact on access to cultural spaces, and the ability to 

practice cultural traditions connected to intangible cultural heritage. In addition, the 

assessment looked at the disruption caused to the cultural and creative industries, the 

impact of the crisis for their survival and the economic impact on connected livelihoods. 

The assessment presented the opportunity to Build Back Better by identifying the post 

pandemic recovery needs, the ways to ensure social inclusion through cultural 

participation and how to further strengthen the efforts to safeguard intangible cultural 

heritage. 

Socio-economic impact assessment of 

COVID-19 in the Pacific 
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The qualitative and quantitative data on the impact of COVID-19 were gathered through a 

indicator suite and specially developed questionnaire. For the purpose of indetifying how 

social cohesion and community resilience had been afected the followingdefinitions where 

used: 

Social cohesion: a sense of collective identity and belonging, mutual support, social networks, 

safe spaces as well as local heritage, tolerance for difference and cultural diversity. Individuals, 

community and institutions play a role in fostering social cohesion.  

Community resilience: Generally refers to the ability of a community to overcome, recover 

from and adapt to disruptive events such as disasters, climate change or other phenomena 

using their collective resources (human, cultural, political, natural etc).  

The assessment was also aligned with the UN Declaration of Human Rights, notably the two 

articles  referinng to cultural rights (Article 22 and 27). The process of developing the 

questionaire was quided by the UNESCO 2030 Culture Indicators that help measure the 

contribution of culture to the achievment of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Article 22.  

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled to realization, 

through national effort and international co-operation and in accordance with the 

organization and resources of each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights 

indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his personality.  

Article 27.  

(1) Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy 

the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits.  

The study commissioned by UNESCO was carried out between May and September 2020 in 

all 15 PSIDS and through this work the central role of social capital expressed through 

Living Heritage and the diverse forms of Intangible Cultural Heritage became evident. 

Already before the pandemic, communities in the Pacific have benefited from their strong 

social ties and a tightly knit social fabric with extended networks of relationships across 

communities which traditionally have strengthened their societies and cared for those left 

behind or left alone. During the pandemic, social cohesion and community resilience have 

become even more important factors that are determining the ability of communities in the 

Pacific to cope with the pandemic and its social and economic ramifications which  are 

threatening entire livelihoods. The assessment showed clearly that in the Pacific context 

social and cultural participation and inclusion (belonging) are underpinned by 

maintenance of relationships within families and communities activated through life cycle 

events; a sense of place and access to places of cultural importance; ability to share and 

participate in life cycle events; access to gardens, land and sea (intimate and embodied 
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relationship with the environment); communal decision making; ability and access to 

worshipping; ability to pass on cultural knowledge especially to young people. Many of 

these elements sit at the heart of cohesion and act as safety nets.  

While many Pacific island countries and territories are sharing numerous cultural and 

societal values, for example, collective decision-making and solidarity, since the beginning 

of the pandemic, solidarity citizen initiatives and supporting those in need have multiplied. 

The spread of COVID-19 has also allowed people in the Pacific to connect, to empathize and 

to become aware of the difficult social situation of their peers. From barter Facebook 

groups to community groups delivering food and necessities to households, young and old 

have been mobilized during the pandemic – and have reached people and places which 

institutions are not able to due to a lack of capacity and/or resources. 

Culture positively impacts community resilience by building social cohesion. Research by 

the World Bank shows that communities with social cohesion can bounce back faster in 

recovery processes due to their “bonding” social capital, established linkages between 

social capital and policy/decision makers, as well as due to their shared sense of unity. 

A key pillar of resilience for communities in the Pacific during the pandemic were their 

local and traditional knowledge and practices. For example the revitalisation of solesolevaki 

practices in Fiji and a simultanious return to land, in some cases led by youth initiatives in 

villages who work in groups of 5 to 7 youths and do one farm collectively everyday – and 

then rotate so all the farms are maintained together. Or the traditional inati system which 

ensures the fair distribution of fish following a collective fishing expedition in Tokelau, have 

provided sources of resilience while facing precarious social and economic conditions. The 

importance and value accorded to elders, and the recognition of their role in transmission 

of culture was underscored by the Ministry of Community and Cultural Affairs’ in Palau 

when they established a weekly internet service to “meet and greet” during the height of 

the lockdown. In Tonga the Tau’olunga practices that were usually held for passing on 

knowledge of dances to the young people have had to be cancelled since March but this has 

also forced the Culture and Heritage Division to be more creative with their programs and 

to use this period to collect valuable information. This led the division to launch a radio 

program through which the public shares traditional knowledge of food preparation and 

local cuisine with the purpose of encouraging the use of local resources for now and the 

future. Similarly in Kiribati, this period has been used to strengthen transmission of skills 

and knowledge. Traditional communal events such as rethatching of village maneaba have 

continued and elders and chiefs have been involved in decision making as is the norm. 

Some have asserted that it is through maintaining their cultural values and practices that 

families have drawn their feelings of security during this difficult period.  

The outcomes of the assessment showed evidence of a deep rooted solidarity linked to 

traditional practices. The assessment also noted a large return of urban dwelers to rular 

areas. This return was linked to an increase of intergenerational transmision and revival of 
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traditional practices. One of the most common practises noted was the revival of traditional 

food systems and in particular the cultuvation of land to support livelihoods. 

“People returning home like me have been able to rebuild and renovate traditional homes; 

visit pulaka pits, revive traditional fishing skills and till the land to plant coconut trees and 

other traditional food crops”. 

Respondent from Tuvalu 

The outcomes of the Socio-Economic Impact Assessment of COVID-19 in the Pacific pointed 

out the need for strategic support, innovative investment and ensuring communities are at 

the centre of recovery efforts. This approach will ensure that both the state and society will 

be able to transform the crisis into an opportunity. The UNESCO assessment also showed 

how social and cultural participation are essential to well-being in the Pacific and form the 

backbone of kinship relations. This is seen in the emergence of stories of families and 

communities building self-suffiency through tradidional food production and establishing 

practices of solidarity economy. 

The transversal contribution of culture to development and the central role of Living 

Heritage in the Pacific both as a coping mechanism that ensures social cohesion during a 

crisis, as well as a way of contributing to the 2030 development Agenda is undeniable. With 

almost all PSIDS having ratified the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage, the focus is now turning towards the implementation of the Convention 

and more specifically on ways the Convention can contribute to sustainable development. 

To this end, UNESCO Apia is currently producing a policy brief that will aim to inform policy 

and decision makers but also raise awareness around the important contribution of culture 

and its relevant institutions in the recovery phase following COVID-19. Engaging material 

that convey clear messages such as infographics will comlement the policy brief and be 

desiminitated more broadly.  

The outcomes of the assessment reinterated what we already knew, Intangible Cultural 

Heritage including traditional knowledge and practices transmitted for generations and 

related to food systems, traditionla medicin, natural resource management, ecosystem 

services among other s contribute to food security (SDG2), health care (SDG3), climate 

action (SDG13), genedr equality (SDG5), and descent work (SDG8). As a key pillar of 

resilience of communities in the Pacific during the pandemic their strong and rich 

intangible cultural heritage needs to be at the forefront of the recovery plans fron COVID-19 

but also considered a vehicle for the develooment goals. 
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Presentation 2 by ICHCAP 
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Assistant Programme Specialist, ICHCAP 
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Presentation 3 by ICHCAP 

 

PARK, Sangmook 

Programme Specialist, ICHCAP 
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- A One-Stop Online Platform 
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Steven Namosu Paukari from Solomon Islands presented government’s ongoing efforts in relation 

to the implementation of the ICH Convention during COVID-19 

Photos

The participants from the Pacific presented their ongoing efforts in relation to the implementation 

of the ICH Convention 
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