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1. Background 

Under the main priorities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage (ICH) in Nepal, several capacity-
building activities in the framework of the 2003 Convention have been implemented in Nepal since 2012. As 
desired by the Government of Nepal to plan a South Asia level sub-regional networking meeting to exchange 
information and lessons learned towards the implementation of the 2003 Convention in a meeting with 
ICHCAP in Kathmandu in July 2016 the event has been organized in August 16-17, 2017 with the financial 
support from ICHCAP. 

Nepal, as well as other countries in the region - Bhutan, Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, 
share diverse living cultures. These countries share similar conditions due to a lack of resources and a limited 
trained national capacity in the field of safeguarding their intangible cultural heritage. However, in light of 
rapid development, the threat of natural disasters and increasingly globalized societies, these systems are 
jeopardized; with a greater risk of losing the lesser known aspects of ICH.  

In this context, the main objective of the meeting focused on sharing experiences along the countrƛŜǎΩ 
processes of safeguarding and inventorying ICH, as well as the lessons learnt and the measures taken. This 
strategy proposes to foster international collaboration between networks of experts and governments to 
enable the effective implementation of the Convention by national governments. The exchange of courses of 
action undertaken at the national and local level and their effective practice will also encourage countries to 
work towards the same goals supporting and inspiring each other.  

Nepal, in particular, needs a legal framework which supports and nurtures the safeguarding of intangible 
cultural heritage at both national and local levels, as well as preparing a clear inventory of its intangible 
heritage. The meeting helped Nepal in envisioning its own approach to create an inventory of intangible 
cultural heritage; an essential step for future nominations of the rich intangible culture the country has.  

Five countries from the region were represented in the meeting - Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka and (see Annex I for the list of participants). The meeting lasted for two days and was facilitated by 
three experts from the region, as well as two local experts and a colleague from UNESCO Office in Bangkok.  
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OVERALL GOAL 

To foster international collaboration, build and strengthen international and regional networks of experts 
and government stakeholders for the effective implementation of the 2003 Convention in South Asia. 

OBJECTIVES 

The main objectives of the meeting are:   

 Exchange knowledge, good practices and lessons learnt on policy, countrƛŜǎΩ processes concerning 

inventory-making, preparing nominations to the UNESCO ICH lists and safeguarding measures 

undertaken; 

 Discuss the modalities of future networking to exchange information and knowledge concerning the 

safeguarding of ICH; 

 Develop action plans for future national and sub-regional collaborative work for ICH safeguarding in 

South Asia. 

 

2. Meeting Overview 

Day 1: Wednesday, 16 August 

OPENING SESSION 

The inauguration was chaired by Mr Bharat Mani Subedi, Joint- Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Tourism and 
Civil Aviation of Nepal. Nipuna Shrestha (UNESCO Office in Kathmandu) offered opening remarks, welcoming 
all and highlighting the need to improve the social and culture wellbeing of communities, and for sustainable 
development. She stressed the cases of success and the need to look after intangible cultural heritage. Dr 
Seong-Yong Park (Assistant Director-General of ICHCAP) recalled the previous meetings including the 2015 
Intangible Cultural Heritage Symposium in Bhutan, and the 2016 meeting in Goa, India. He stated the 
meetingΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ strengthen cooperation between South-Asian states in order to achieve and safeguard 
their goals, and addressed the challenges in developing and applying safeguarding measures and the 
opportunities to foster and share experiences. He wished to devise plans and strategies for ICH safeguarding 
and to develop regional cooperation.  

Ms Doung Bich Hanh (Chief, Culture Unit, UNESCO Office in Bangkok) highlighted that we can safeguard 
heritage for generations to come. The remarks from Shankar Prasad Adhikari (Secretary, Ministry of Culture 
Tourism and Civil Aviation) focused on the work to safeguard ICH and prepare ICH elements to nominate for 
the Representative List of ICH. Bharat Mani Subedi (Joint-Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil 
Aviation) highlighted the success of previous workshops and that NepalΩǎ culture is very diverse, and it is 
difficult to capture all aspects of ICH. 
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SESSION I: Policy, Legal and Institutional Situation in South Asia: Approaches and challenges of 
safeguarding the ICH at National Level 

Ms Duong Bich Hanh stated that ICH is something living and that the role of the communities is highlighted 
during the implementation of the Convention. It provides the community with a sense of identity and 
strengthens their community. 

UNESCO has related Conventions, including:  

1. The Convention Concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage  
2. The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage  
3. The Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expression 

ICH elements change over time. There is diversity of cultural expression ς culture as a product ς activities, 
goods and services, economic values. Objectives of the Convention include: to safeguard, respect, create 
awareness and offer assistance. 

She also noted that the ICH elements on the List of Urgent Safeguarding is something that the country sees 
the elements are on the verge of extinctions and that need a lot of attention specially from the international 
community. This is one of the measures the Convention creates so that the viability of the element could be 
ensured. State parties may request financial assistance, and few requests have been received so far. 
Importantly, the fund is only for member states to access. 

Dr Yonten Dargye, Head of the Research Division of the Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs, Bhutan (during 
the Bhutan presentation) pointed out that .ƘǳǘŀƴΩǎ Ǌŀtification of UNESCO ICH Convention was in 2005. Even 
though Bhutan considers culture as very important, but it does not have a policy as such. It is included in the 
overall national development, and Bhutan is pledged to create a legal framework. For recognizing the legal 
framework, extensive meetings with different stakeholders have been organized. The country has created 
the cultural heritage sites bill in 2015. However there is an instruction to merge the bill as the government 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ a large number of bills for one sector. The cultural heritage bill has been drafted and submitted 
to the Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs. He noted that Bhutan is in need of a bill and they hope it will 
come soon to conduct the cultural heritage safeguarding as planned.  

Mr Ibrahim Mujah, Head of the Heritage Section of the Department of Heritage and Education, Maldives 
introduced the Maldives archipelago of around 1190 islands, where only 200 islands are inhabited, and that 
Maldivian people display a mix of features resembling African, Arabian and South Asian people, and indeed a 
mix of cultures. The country experienced a change of religion form Buddhism to Islam, and from monarchy to 
democracy. Many traditions that have formed what we know today from these transitions. Multiple cultural 
practices can be observed, including: performing arts, oral literature, seafaring culture and diverse cuisine. It 
is evident that more research is required to document the cultural history of the Maldives before it 
disappears, and create an inventory of ICH. The ICH Committee has proceeded to create a national ICH 
inventory based on documentations. The main challenges faced in safeguarding ICH are: separation by sea, 
lack of regulations and laws, and limited technical experience. The country counts on laws relating to sites 
and property in antique and archaeological and historical value. The Decentralization Act provides all the 
islands to manage culture and historical activities. In light of the workshop conducted by UNESCO in 2016, 
the Department is working towards the goal of implementing the national ICH inventory.  

Ms Ritu Sethi (ICH Expert, India) ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƴȅ LƴŘƛŀƴ 
government representatives, she speaks under her own expertise and on her own behalf. ICH in India counts 
on multiple programmes, scholarships and facilities.  There are broadly 3 institutions and 5 domains of ICH. 
India is a vast country, and the Ministry of Women and Children and various other ministries are interested 
in working towards ICH policies. Regarding the second aspect of ICH, while it works in schools etc. NCERT 
(National Council of Educational Research and Training): develops curriculums for schools etc. and has a 
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subject for craft. Unfortunately very few schools have opted for this, and very few textbooks have been 
created. Yoga was submitted and approved for the nomination on the List and more ICH aspects are pending.   

Mr Bharat Mani Subedi, Joint - Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation of Nepal, shared that 
Nepal ratified the Convention in 2010. Before the Convention, there was no separate culture policy. The 
National Cultural Policy was formulated in 2010. However, different policies were working towards the 
safeguarding of ICH.  To talk specifically about the legal provision, the present Constitution of Nepal, which 
was promulgated two years back, is progressive in terms of ICH. Other instrument are Ancient Monument 
Preservation, Copyright Act etc. The Government created development trusts, example, Lumbini 
Development Trust. Institutional arrangements were created and the government and local groups are 
cooperating together to work towards safeguarding ICH. After ratification of the Convention in 2010, a new 
cultural policy was introduced - it is under the modification stage. He noted that at the moment Nepal is in 
state of transition, and institutional arrangements have to be done. Although it is very difficult, after 1 or 2 
years it will be managed. The priority of cultural heritage at the moment is very low for the government as 
they are more focused on big infrastructure projects after the earthquake. More than 123 languages are 
spoken in Nepal that is another difficulty for management, together with financial and human resources.  

Mr Nazir Ahmad (Pakistan) shared that Pakistan National Council of the Arts (PNCA) is working to promote 
visual and performing arts, with the first national art gallery, as well as the National ICH Archive project. 
Nazir highlighted who is who with a catalogue, and post-devolution scenario. There is limited of capacity and 
insufficient sources. Effective coordination between federal and provincial governments is needed. There is 
no safeguarding plan at the moment. The communities are the creator and owner of heritage. He invited the 
countries to work on multinational nominations. The goal can be achieved in collaboration with communities. 

Mr Walimunige Sunil, Director-General, National Library and Documentation Services Board, Sri Lanka 
explained that the Ministry of Culture and Arts has developed various policies. The national committee was 
started by the National Library of Sri Lanka. 

Panel Discussion I.  Addressing the challenges: Feedback and future directions from policy, legal and 
institutional perspective 

The first panel discussion was moderated by Mr Danister Perera (Expert, Sri Lanka). Mr Bhim Nepal (Expert, 
Nepal) played a role as a rapporteur. The main issues raised refer to the lack of resources, lack of 
independent ICH policy, low priority given to ICH sector, intellectual property rights and the lack of 
coordination among the stakeholders.  
 
Other questions addressed issues regarding the necessity to treat ICH as a separate subject, and having 
guidelines. Mr Nazir Ahmad, the Pakistani delegate, stated to have a government giving priority is easier said 
than done. One reason they havenΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ L/I 
can contribute to the work that those sectors are doing. How they contribute to economy etc. is a matter of 
interest and courage to create awareness. There was a concern on ICH ownership or cross-border ICH 
similarities. But the reply from different colleagues of UNESCO in Kathmandu and Bangkok, together with the 
experts, was that ICH does not rely on ownership but on practice, as multiple countries can have the same 
ICH. The ownership however is always with the community, but when several countries share the same ICH is 
not a matter of ownership of one specific country, as culture is diverse and can be performed in different 
communities.  
 
Finally some comments were made noting that there should be one policy for ICH, and that practitioners 
should have more assurance for their rights ς particular if the market is more commercial. The negative 
impact of media sometimes does not help in this regard.  
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DAY 2:  Thursday 17 August  

 

Session II. Sharing experiences: Inventorying the ICH, information system and lessons learnt 

Ms Shubha Chaudhuri (Expert, India), presented the keynote on ICH in the spirit of the 2003 Convention. 
Dealing with community-based inventorying is required under the Convention to reinforce the sense of 
identity and community. The Convention does not specify it being exact, and if the state party accepts the 
inventory then this is sufficient. It will always be a work in progress. For the inventory you may extend the 
scope of what is considered ICH. Some parties used classification systems, others do not and there is no need 
for hierarchies. Shubha reinforced the idea that there are no clear instructions as to how should such 
inventory be. She highlighted that community participation is vital and regular community feedback is 
needed during the inventory process.  
 
Dr Yonten Dargye, presented the ICH transmission methods for Bhutan. Measures being taken are: policies 
bills and regulations, carrying out written documentation, organizations involved in the ICH documentation. 
ICHCAP supported the project, which rŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨLƴǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ .ƘǳǘŀƴΩ in 
2015. The research project included the documentation of festivals, and ICH elements.  The urgent need to 
safeguard ICH in Bhutan at the moment is hindered by lack of laws, lack of skilled human resources, lack of 
relevant divisions/departments, the need of more resources and lack of collaboration. 
 
Mr Bharat Mani Subedi listed the activities carried out by the Ministry of Culture in Nepal. The National 
Culture Policy (2010) includes festivals, languages and dialects, protection of indigenous culture etc. The 
challenges addressed were: sustainable management of ICH, inadequate government funds, impact of 
globalization, national integration through cultural identity and very diverse cultural communities.  
 
Mr bŀȊƛǊ !ƘƳŀŘ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀǎ hesitation of communities, provincial ownership, lack of 
capacity, lack of awareness, lack of workshops on inventorying ICH, and very diverse ICH. The way started in 
Pakistan with a basic text of the 2003 Convention being translated into the national language of Urdu. 
Training workshops have been planned for communities in collaboration with UNESCO and the first 
workshop is being arranged in southern Punjab in the second quarter of this year.  
 
Mr W. Sunil, explained that the Ministry of Culture and Arts in Sri Lanka jointly organized 3 workshops for 
capacity-building for the implementation of the UNESCO 2003 Convention, all funded by UNESCO New Delhi 
and the Japanese Funds-In-rust. There is a plan for making an inventory based on cultural centers in Sri Lanka. 
The National Library can act as the focal point. 
 
Panel Discussion II. Addressing the challenges: Feedback and future directions on ICH inventorying in the 
spirit of the 2003 Convention and managing information at national level. 

With Dr Seong-Yong Park as the moderator and Ms Ritu Sethi as the rapporteur, the panel discussion started 
with Mr Jin-Jo YangΩǎ presentation on the Status of Korean Intangible Cultural Heritage Act and inventory-
making. From 1962, the Korean government has conducted safeguarding projects at the government level ς 
recently they could revise their existing act so they could come up with a new ICH act. In 1962 the Cultural 
Protection Heritage Act was established and a certification system was established. In 2013 National ICH was 
established.  
 
During the discussion among the panel members several different issues came up. Mr Nazir Ahmad 
highlighted that national ICH holder groups are required for successive training ς they have to perform 
training, all bearers of ICH have to conduct training, and that ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜr of agreement or 
disagreement. New approaches to Policy and Administration were requested and sometimes the inventory-
making could be a never-ending process. 
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The Korean government has set a good example through the ICH Convention that has been the precedent for 
the whole session. Inventories can be changed and modified just like the living heritages they represent. IǘΩǎ 
a road map. 
 
Session III. Sharing experiences: Towards the nomination, safeguarding and periodic reporting 

Ms Ritu Sethi opened the session on sharing experiences, good nomination process and guidance. Some of 
the key concepts that were mentioned as relevant for nomination and safeguarding were: the community is 
lying at the fore ς they are the bearers of heritage, culture is living and evolving, safeguarding as a measure 
of ICH, continuing the transfer of knowledge for future generations.  Ritu explained that consideration will be 
given solely to such ICH as is compatible to human rights and of sustainable development ς there lies the key 
to a good nomination and safeguarding process. 
 
Strengthening the knowledge and skill of practicing communities and moving to the aspect of safeguarding 
measures, she emphasized that the elements may need some form of safeguarding in the nomination ς how 
the safeguarding will seek to maintain and strengthen its condition. There is a need to be part of the longer 
safeguarding process of the measures planned. The nomination now clearly integrates the requirements 
such as economically sustainable practices, environmental sustainability including economic development, 
peace and security. She expressed that the basic technical requirements of the nomination are the provision 
of documentary evidence. Nomination to the List is the start of the process, community involvement needs 
to be at center of nomination, involving younger generations. 
 
Dr Yonten Dhargye from Bhutan noted that since Bhutan has no nomination proposal at the moment there is 
nothing else to share. But one month ago India proposed Bhutan to nominate Sowa Rigpa (traditional 
medicine).  
 
Mr Nazir Ahmad expressed the duty and responsibility of authorities to safeguard ICH. The key concept of 
free prior and informed consent was a primary framework under which the work has to be carried out.  Local 
schoolteachers were also involved in the documentation and the procedure for submission of files. UNESCO 
has asked  to include communities, groups and individuals practicing this element in ICH inventory, the 
consent of all the community members and the commitment to remove the deficiencies by September 30 
2017.  
 
Mr W. Sunil, explained that there are 2 main elements that exist in ICH in Sri Lanka. He highlighted example 
of traditional string puppets drama and the traditional martial arts, sharing a video of both.  
 
Mr Bhim Nepal, presented on behalf of Bharat Mani Subedi, addressed that nomination has not been 
submitted by Nepal. The Ministry of Culture assists for ICH safeguarding and communities themselves are 
also involved in safeguarding as well.  Various semi-government agencies are also involved and line agencies 
of the government are conducting safeguarding activities. They are at the moment preparing the periodic 
report.  
 
Ms Duong Bich Hanh highlighted that the Lists of the Convention on Urgent Safeguarding is not a form of 
punishment ς it is a tool. All the procedure and guidelines can be found on the website - the criteria, the Lists 
of the Convention, Urgent Safeguarding List and the Register of Good Practices.    

 

Panel Discussion III. Addressing the challenges: Feedback and future directions on nominations, 

safeguarding and periodic reporting 

The final panel discussion had Ms Duong Bich Hanh, Chief of Unit and Programme Specialist for Culture, 
UNESCO Office in Bangkok as the moderator. The issues raised and discussed were focused on institutional 
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development, operational support and regional cooperation. The necessity of having an ICH body ς dealing 
with only ICH was also raised. The debate centered on the need for a legal body for ICH. Hanh highlighted 
that there is a lot of overlaps when look at the ICH institutions..  
 
During the discussion for a draft action plan and the way forward, a request was made if the action plan is 
not legally binding to have a format where delegates can identify the issues and have some activities and 
future collaborations.  The experts listed the issues for further elaboration (see section 3. Moving forward. 
Recommended Actions). Additional key points raised were:  information sharing, meeting of youth of the 
region, and to have a multi-national nomination.  
 
The drafted action plan focused on this points:  
 

I. Need for Institutional Development 
II. Operational Support  
III. Capacity Building and Sensitization including technical support   
IV. Safeguarding Measures and Revitalization   
V. Regional Cooperation   
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3. Moving Forward: Recommended Action1 
 
Background 

The sub-regional ICH Network Meeting in South Asia was held on 16-17 August, 2017 in Kathmandu, Nepal. 
Representatives of State Parties, most of whom have ratified the 2003 Convention participated for an 
exchange of approaches, experiences and lessons learnt in the implementation of the Convention at the 
national level.  
The hosts of this sub-regional ICH Network Meeting were ICHCAP, the UNESCO Category II Centre based in 
Korea, together with the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu and the Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil 
Aviation of Nepal. 
Presentations were made by country representatives from Bhutan, Nepal, Pakistan, Maldives (though not 
ratified yet it is in the process of doing so) and Sri Lanka. There was no representation from India and 
Bangladesh. Presentations on issues were also made by experts from India, Sri Lanka, Korea and Nepal and 
by representatives from ICHCAP. The meeting was widely attended by government officials, NGOs, 
practitioners and experts from Nepal, Sri Lanka and India. Over the two packed days the benefits of sharing 
experiences of implementing the 2003 Convention in the sub-region were evident. It was agreed that 
meeting, sharing views and experiences, finding common ground was both useful and necessary. The 
platform provided a sharing of experiences concerning policies and processes for ICH safeguarding to State 
Party representatives and to all others present and led to the development of a framework of common 
needs and areas of concern as part of the concluding session.  
In addition, as part of the concluding session a draft statement that reflected the common concerns and 
shared issues of State Parties was presented. It is drawn from the common needs and areas of concerns that 
were developed and discussed during the two-day meeting and is based on shared experiences and ground 
realities faced in implementing the 2003 Convention in the sub-region. 
These recommended actions keep at its core the philosophy of the 2003 Convention on Safeguarding the ICH 
and its Operational Directives.  

These Recommended Actions have been drawn up as a guidance for State Parties keeping in mind regional 
realities and the practicalities involved with safeguarding and sustaining the ICH. The State Parties can 
develop their own list of action plan based on this, with own priorities and timeframe, to implement at 
national level and take advantage of regional/sub-regional collaborative mechanism to advance some of the 
key actions. These would provide the building blocks towards the achievement of the long-term goals using 
national as well as international funding opportunities in the future. 
These actions have been developed based on the papers presented by State Party representatives on their 

current situation, lessons learnt in the implementation of the 2003 ICH Convention, further elaborated by 

the two days of discussions. The recommended actions are presented under the following themes:  

1. Policy Support 
2. Operational Support  
3. Capacity Building and Sensitization 
4. Regional Cooperation 

Finally, it was expressed over the two-day consultation and in the concluding session that the possibilities of 

a joint nomination would be explored by State Parties within the short-term; and furthermore that a bi-

annual networking meeting continues to be held in the sub-region to share the learning and experiences, 

successes and failures, through collaboration with ICHCAP, and coordinated by UNESCO Field Offices in South 

Asia. 

                                                           
1 Recommended actions have been shared with the delegates for their feedback and subsequent approval in December 

2017. Bhutan and Pakistan have already approved it. 



 

Recommended Actions 

Program / Theme: Policy Support 

Objective: To strengthen policy, legal and administrative framework of ICH institutions  

The need for a National ICH Policy was strongly advocated. Such a policy would be aimed specifically at implementing the 2003 Convention for 
the Safeguarding of the ICH. Though being in line with the convention it would focus on the specific situation and the profile of ICH in the partic-
ular country, while sustaining the collaborative spirit of UNESCO. 

Developing a policy framework specifically oriented to ICH is seemed to be a major requirement for all countries, as there are no specific policies 
or legislation that support ICH Safeguarding. 

Activity Timeframe Expected Outcome Means of Verification Key  Responsibility Beneficiaries 

Carry out a wider survey and prepare a status 

of existing institutional, administrative and 

legal framework  

12 months  Review Report 

List of ICH institutes  

Sector-wide analysis  Line Ministry of Cultural 

Affairs  

NGOs can also be 

involved 

All ICH  

stakeholders 

Formulating a National ICH Policy (including 

vision, mission and strategies) 

12 months  Policy document in 

place  

 

Draft 

Feedbacks 

 

Ministry  

National focal point  

Stakeholders  

All stakeholders  

Developing a functional and resourceful  

National Plan including safeguard plans and 

recovery plans, addressing threats, risks, 

management of ICH, Inventories (at all 

levels), Challenges and concerns, etc. 

12 months  Master / National 

plan in place  

Local action plans 

Institutional plans 

Safeguard plans  

ICH projects  

Periodic reporting 

M & E  

Progress reports  

Budget  

No. of Projects  

Ministry  

National focal point  

Provincial ministries  

ICH related institutes  

All stakeholders 

Creating a beneficial regulatory environment  

and  enforcing national ICH legislations 

 

12 months  Updated legislation  Draft 

Legislation  

Regulations  

Feedbacks  

Amendments  

Ministry 

National focal point  

 

All stakeholders 



 

 

Program / Theme: Operational Support 

Objective: To expand the scope and improve the quality of operational support for ICH for projects, programs and plans  

Successful implementation of the ICH convention is often held back, as ICH is mostly part of larger bodies of heritage or culture department, and 
legislation related to implementation is scattered across various ministries or departments and thus does not have the key focus. Sharing the 
institutional space with other areas of heritage and culture did not do justice to the needs of ICH. This is also perhaps because the 2003 Convention 
is a relatively recent one and needs greater emphasis.  Part of the policy development would also entail creation or strengthening institutions 
involved with ICH and empowering them with specific responsibilities 

Activity Timeframe Expected Outcome Means of Verification Key  Responsibility Beneficiaries 

Developing  a mechanism for networking, 
collaboration and coordination (vertical 
and horizontal  / national, provincial, lo-
cal) 

24 months  Functional and effective mech-
anism  

Discussions 
Progress reports 
 

Line ministry 
Provincial minis-
tries  
Local governments  

All stakeholders 

Seeking necessary financial support in-
cluding facilitation of international assis-
tance 

24 months  Timely increased budgetary 
allocation for ICH  
National assistance system in 
place (e.g. Social security sys-
tem for practitioners, or emer-
gency fund for ICH at risk) 

Budget proposals 
Allocations 
Procurements  
Progress reports  

Line ministry 
Provincial minis-
tries  
Local governments  

All stakeholders 

Building substantial links  with sustainable 
development including integration of pro-
grams beyond those marked as cultural 
 

24 months  Linked projects and programs   Proposals  
No. of projects  
No. of programs 
Feedbacks 
Progress reports  

National focal point  
Other institutes 
working with SDGs 
/ non-cultural pro-
grams  

All stakeholders 

Introduce a documentation process into 
the regular plan of ICH institutions to cre-
ate regular update on inventories, registry 
of community/ groups/individuals includ-
ing periodic status report on safeguarding 
initiatives and/or measures  

24 months  Documentation process in place 
Published documents and texts 
in local languages  
Preparing and publishing  trans-
lations and creation of the Con-
vention and ODs,  ICH relevant 
documents and texts into na-
tional and local languages 

Periodic Status Reports 
by ICH Institution  
No. of ICH institutions 
creating updates  
No. of publications 
No. of documentation on 
inventories  

ICH Institutions 
National focal point  
ICH experts  
Researcher 
Academia  

Community  
Practitioners  
Transmitters  
Government 

 



 

 

Program / Theme: Capacity Building and Sensitization  

Objective: To streamline the capacity building of all ICH associated stakeholders and develop relevant human resources  

Capacity Building for successful implementation is a critical aspect and required at multiple levels. This would involve awareness raising of the Con-
vention at all levels, development of curriculum, skill development aimed at sustainability of ICH. 

This includes sensitization towards cultural issues and an awareness of the importance of ICH, and of a community based, bottom up approach. The 
latter is the biggest challenge and appears to be counter intuitive to most agencies involved in implementation.  

Activity Timeframe Expected Outcome Means of Verification  Key  Responsibility Beneficiaries 

Enhancing ICH sensitization among policy 
makers and development planners  
 

24 months  ICH sensitive policy 
makers and 
development planners  

No. programs  
No. policy makers  
No. Dev. Planners   
Feedbacks  

Line ministry and other 
relevant ministries  
National focal point  
UNESCO National 
Commission 

All 
stakeholders  

Improving ICH responsiveness of Civil society/ 
cultural activists/Community based 
organizations through seminars, workshops and 
involvement in ICH projects. 
 

12 months  High ICH 
responsiveness among 
Civil society/ cultural 
activists/Community 
based organizations 

No. CB programs  
No. persons trained  
No.  
Feedbacks 
Progress reports  

National focal point  
Academia  
ICH experts  
Mass media 

All 
stakeholders  

Conducting skill development programs for ICH 
communities / practitioners / transmitters / 
indigenous communities, etc.  

24months  ICH oriented skills  
improved and applied 
in sustainable 
livelihoods among 
relevant target groups   

No.  programs  
No. persons trained  
No. new 
craftsmanship  
entries  
Feedbacks 
Progress reports  

National focal point  
Academia  
ICH experts  
 

ICH 
communities / 
practitioners / 
transmitters / 
indigenous 
communities 



 

 

Introducing ICH oriented approaches for 
experts, academics and researchers into their 
routine programs, and creation of ICH 
specialization among them.  
Introduction of ICH in curriculum at school and 
in research at university level.  
 

24 months  ICH oriented 
approaches applied in 
programs / curricula  
conducted by experts, 
academia, and 
researchers  

No. of programs No. 
of researches  
No. of publications  
No. of ICH related 
subjects in school 
curriculum  
No. UG / PG students 
doing ICH research  

National focal point  
Universities  
ICH training institutes   
Research institutes  
 

ICH experts 
Academics 
Researchers 
UG students 
PG students   
Practitioners   
 

Creating ICH awareness among youth and 
school children  
 

24months  Increased number of 
ICH oriented activities 
and excursions among 
youth and school 
children  

No. of programs 
No. of students 
No. of teachers  
No. of schools 
No. of areas  
No. of youths  
Manuals  
Teacher guide books  
Feedbacks  

Line ministry and other 
relevant ministries  
Institutes related to 
youth programs  
National focal point  
Academia  
ICH experts  
Mass media  

 

Improving ICH receptiveness among  media, 
writers and publishers 
 

24 months  Increased number of 
ICH- friendly  media 
activities / 
performances  and 
publications  

No. programs  
No. media institutes  
No. of writers 
No. of publishers   
No. of books 
No. articles  
No. of educational / 
documentary  
entertaining 
programs  

Line ministry and other 
relevant ministries  
Institutes related to 
media HRD (Human 
Resource Development) 
National focal point  
Academia  
ICH experts  
Mass media  

All 
stakeholders  

 

 

 



 

 

Program / Theme: Regional Cooperation   

Objective: To maintain a meaningful dialogue and effective coordination among the international parties and agencies in mutually agreeable 
terms   

The importance of regional cooperation was at the crux of the meeting. The meeting had been organized with the hope of setting up a network or 
means of regular information exchange, cooperation and collaboration and resource sharing by way of expertise and experience in the spirit of 
international cooperation which is at the heart of the 2003 ICH Convention. 

Activity Timeframe Expected Outcome Means of Verification Key  Responsibility Beneficiaries 

Regularizing Regional and Interna-
tional consultations and interactions  

24 months  Regional ICH body / council  Meetings 
Feedbacks 
Reports 
Declarations  

UNESCO regional office   
State parties  

All the state 
parties  

Establishment of cross-regional in-
formation sharing systems  

36 months  Well-mannered Information shar-
ing mechanism  

MOUs 
Feedbacks  
Periodic reports  

Regional ICH council  
UNESCO regional office   
State parties 

All the state 
parties  

Facilitating a mechanism for network-
ing cross-border collaboration 

36 months  Functional mechanism for network-
ing cross-border collaboration 

Feedbacks 
Periodic reports  

Regional ICH council  
UNESCO regional office   
State parties 

All the state 
parties  

Encouraging regional ICH Inventories  
and databases 

36 months  Regional inventory and database in 
place  

No. of state parties  
No. of elements  
No. of database entries  
No. of accessions  

Regional ICH council 
UNESCO regional office   
State parties 

All the state 
parties  

Encouraging multi-National ICH nom-
inations 

36 months  Increased number of multinational 
nominations  

No. of nominations  
No. of inscriptions  

Regional ICH council 
UNESCO regional office   
State parties 

All the state 
parties  

Exchanging ICH expertise across the 
region  

36 months  Continuous exchange programs  No. of state parties  
No. of exchanges  
No. of experts 
No. of programs  
MoUs 
Feedbacks  

Regional ICH council 
UNESCO regional office   
State parties 

All the state 
parties  

Fostering ICH for peace restoration, 
conflict resolution,  integration and 
reconciliation 

36 months  ICH integrated with building peace  No. of cases  
No. of resolutions  
Feedback Reports  

Regional ICH council 
UNESCO regional office   
State parties 

All the state 
parties  
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4.1 Country Reports  
 

Country Report: Bhutan 
 

 

Current status on developing legal framework on culture in Bhutan 
 
 

Dr Yonten Dargye 
Head of Research and Media Division, National Library and Archives, Royal Government of Bhutan 

 
 
1. Introduction 

As Bhutan has maintained independence throughout its history, there had been no obstacles to 
evolution, development, preservation or conservation of intangible cultural heritage (ICH) in the country. 
There had been a variety of forward steps throughout its history. The heyday of ICH had come to fruition 
since the establishment of the monarchy in 1907. Under the benevolent rule of our great farsighted 
monarchs, Bhutanese folklore, art, oral traditions, rituals, customs, ceremonies, festivities, traditional 
technologies, and learning had flourished. Bhutanese intangible cultural heritage transmitted from 
generation to generation, constantly evolving and renewing itself with the passage of time.  

But today, the space of the ICH is undergoing dramatic change with the increasing impact of 
globalization, urbanization and consequent trend for assimilation of cultures and traditions. The modern 
trends of mass culture and art are invading Bhutan. Exposure to foreign cultures through increasing 
interaction and television is having a positive impact where livelihood issues are concerned, but is also 
having a negative impact on our culture and traditions. Ways of thinking are gradually changing in 
response to the new challenges. Thus the successful preservation and promotion cultural values is a 
challenging task however sound and healthy the safeguarding system and policies are.  

2.  Safeguarding system & policy  

 

1) National Law/Act 

 

Currently, cultural preservation, protection and promotion activities are mostly being carried in 

accordance with the following existing policies, legislations, guidelines, rules and regulations and bills: 

1. .Ƙǳǘŀƴ нлнл мффф όŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘύ 

2. Legal Deposit Act 1999  

3. The Movable Cultural Property Act of Bhutan 2005 

4. The Movable Cultural Property Guidelines 2006 

5. The Religious Organizations Act of Bhutan 2007 

6. The Religious Organization Guidelines 2010 

7. Basic Guidelines for Conservation of Heritage Sites 2008 

8. Constitution of the Kingdom of Bhutan 2008 
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...the State shall endeavor to preserve, protect and promote the cultural heritage of the 

country and entrusts every citizen with the responsibility to protect culture and heritageò  

 

2) Current Status on developing legal framework on Culture  

   

2009-2010: The National Library and Archives in coordination with Office of the Attorney General 

started preliminary preparation of Draft Archives Bill  

2011: Department of Culture requested UNESCO New Delhi office for technical cooperation to develop 

legal framework in the area of heritage in Bhutan, particularly:  

  1. Heritage Sites Bill 

  2. Archives Bill  

  3. Intangible Cultural Heritage Bill 

 

Ms. Moe Chiba, Programme Specialist for Culture, UNESCO New Delhi identified International legal 
expert, Prof. Toshiyuki Kono, Distinguished Professor of Law, Kyushu University, Japan and arranged the 
first meeting with the Department of Culture on March 2011.  

The framework of cooperation between the Department of Culture, Kyushu University and UNESCO 
New Delhi formally established to enhance efficient technical and financial cooperation to develop 
national legal framework in the area of culture in Bhutan from 3 October 2012 to 2 October 2015 for 
three years (to be extended for three years until 2 October 2018). Prof. Kono and Ms. Chiba has 
provided guidance throughout the drafting process and looked for consistency with international 
heritage laws.  

 2012 to 2015: - Preparation of Draft Heritage Sites Bill  

-Reviewed Draft Archives Bill  

-Extensive discussion with Department of Culture and other relevant stakeholders about 

the requirement to draft Intangible Cultural heritage of Bhutan 

-The National Library and Archives prepared Draft Intangible Cultural Heritage Bill in 

consultation with Ms. Moe Chiba and Prof. Kono 

 

3) Drafting of Heritage Sites Bill was completed and had a series of consultation meetings 

 

1. The Bill was discussed within the Department of Culture and the Ministry of Home and Cultural 

Affairs.   

2. The legal aspect of archaeology in relation to the Bill was discussed in a two-day workshop on 

April 20 and 21, 2012. Participants included relevant eminent members of the Parliament, 

Culture Officers of the twenty Dzongkhags, and officials of other relevant government agencies 

and the Dratshang.    

3. Discussed relevant aspects of the Bill with the officials of the Division of Human Settlements of 

the Ministry of Works and Human Settlements. 

4. The Bill was presented to the twenty Dzongdas and discussed during the Annual Dzongdag 

conference held in 2014 

5. Discussed the Bill with officials of the relevant government agencies during the Poverty and 

Social Impact Analysis (PSIA) of Heritage Sites Bill launch workshop on February 24, 2014.  
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6. The archaeology workshop in November 2014 introduced the Bill to the stakeholders, which 

included relevant eminent members of the Parliament, officials of other relevant government 

agencies and the Dratshang. 

7. Discussed sustaining cultural landscape with officials of the relevant government agencies and 

CSOs in the Cultural Landscape Panel sessions on August17, 2014 and August 5, 2015. 

8. Discussed protecting heritage sites relating to agricultural land and livelihood with officials of 

the Department of Agriculture on August 14, 2015. 

9. The Bill has been distributed to most of the relevant government stakeholders (including 

Dzongkhags) for review and comments.  

10. The Bill was translated in Dzongkha and consistency with laws in Bhutan was undertaken by 

Garuda Legal Service. The Dzongkha translation was further reviewed by internal expert team.  

 

During the 86th Lhengye Zhungtshog (Cabinet Meeting) held on 1st September 2015, the Ministry of 
IƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ άIŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ {ƛǘŜǎ .ƛƭƭ ƻŦ .Ƙǳǘŀƴέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 
protection for heritage site (immovable cultural heritage) and received the following directives as per 
the letter no. C-3/86/81 dated on 14 September 2015: 

To explore the possibility of merging provisions of both Tangible and Intangible into one Bill. 

The intent of the Act should not be to impose restrictions but to look at providing incentives and ways to 
encourage people to pursue the conservation initiatives. 

The economic developmental aspects such as construction of hydropower projects and other such 
important activities are not hampered while pursuing the conservation of heritage sites.  

9 October 2015: As per the instruction of Cabinet, the Department of Culture had a meeting and decided 
to work on merging the three draft bills (Heritage Sites, amend the Movable Cultural Property Act 2005 
and the Intangible Cultural Heritage Bills) into one Bill as Cultural Heritage Bill. The work was 
spearheaded by Ms. Junko Mukai in coordination with relevant focal person from Division of Cultural 
Property and the National Library and Archives. 

18 November 2015: Concept of Cultural Heritage Bill introduced to Ministry of Home & Cultural Affairs 
(MoHCA)  

4) Cultural Heritage Draft Bill   

Dec. 2015- Sept. 2016: Amendment, merging, translation into Dzongkha, drafting of rules and 

regulations, consultation meetings with stakeholders as a due process 

completed and the Cultural Heritage Bill along with its background report was 

submitted to the concerned ministry (Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs) for 

inclusion in the agenda for deliberation in the Parliament.  
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Country Report: Bhutan 
 

 

LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ L/IΥ {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ .ƘǳǘŀƴΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ 
 
 

Dr Yonten Dargye 
Head of Research and Media Division, National Library and Archives, Royal Government of Bhutan 

 
1. ICH Transmission System 

At present in Bhutan, ICH information or knowledge/skills is transmitted mainly through following 
mediums/vehicles: through parents-children through means of oral tradition and, practice and learning; 
through training-learning in the schools and institutes; through practice out of individual interests. Thus, 
skills have been passed down from parent to child and from teacher to student through traditional 
apprenticeship training system.  

Realizing the importance of safeguarding ICH, the government has started recognizing those individuals 
with exceptional expertise in the field of ICH with honour and incentives. The National Library and 
Archives has a plan to carry out mapping/identifying of individuals and groups who embody ICH 
throughout the country.   

2. Transformation and Assimilation 
The space of the ICH is undergoing dramatic change with the increasing impact of globalization, 
urbanization and consequent trend for assimilation of cultures and traditions. The modern trends of 
mass culture and art are invading. Exposure to foreign cultures through increasing interaction and 
television is having a positive impact as well as a negative impact on our culture and traditions. Ways of 
thinking are gradually changing in response to the new challenges. 

3. Some of the reasons why ICH is in danger   
 

i) Education  
With children going to school these days, the rituals and festivals are beginning to lose their original 
place of importance and priority in the minds of the younger generation; some of the children and even 
some grown-ups show disinterest in their own customs and traditions such as death rituals. This being 
the case, there is a real threat to their transmission within the community as educated youth will drift 
away from the villages to the urban centres for employment, thus losing the touch with the Lhop 
community and its cultural practices. 

 

ii) Socio-economic Development  

Due to rapid socio-economic development in Bhutan, people are increasingly exposed to modern ways 
and amenities, thereby threatening the authentic core practices of their customs and traditions. With 
the changing times and attitudes in the community towards materialism, the traditional character and 
way of thinking is also changing. Younger generations are now driven by modern thoughts and over time, 
their age-old culture and traditions is threatened.  
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iii) Oral Tradition  

Most of the customs and traditions are based on oral tradition and do not exist in written form to this 
day. At present they exist purely in oral form and thus stand the risk of extinction with the passage of 
time and the passing away of the elderly people who are the keepers of the traditions. Already, the 
present generation seems to have lost a great deal of the past due to lack of any written documents.  

 
Measures taken:  

Realizing the threat posed to ICH, the Royal Government of Bhutan, through different government and 
non-government organizations, is supporting and encouraging preparation of policies and bills, carrying 
out research and documentations, conduct of workshops/meetings and bringing of publications on ICH. 
But what we are doing at present is just a small part, we have long way to go before we could put 
proper safeguarding measures in place.    

 
4. Capacity Building Workshops  

Under the technical support and financial assistance coordinated by the UNESCO-Delhi, three capacity 
building workshops were conducted in Bhutan from 2012 to 2014 on different themes as follows:  

1. Capacity Building Workshop on Implementation of the 2003 Convention at the national level 
from 14 to 18 May, 2012. It had the participation of a total of 28 participants which comprised 
of district culture officers, focal points from the National Library & Archives, Department of 
Culture, Folk Heritage Museum, Institute of Language & Cultural Studies, HELVETAS-Swiss 
Development organization- an NGO based in Bhutan having ICH mapping as one of their 
programmes.  

2. Capacity Building Workshop on Community-based inventorying of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
under the Implementation of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage in Bhutan was held from April 2-9, 2013. There were 20 participants including 
district culture officers , focal points from the National Library & Archives, Royal Academy for 
performing arts, Institute of language and Cultural Studies, Institute Traditional Medicine, 
Institute of Zorig Chusum (13 arts of Bhutan), National Museum of Bhutan, representative from 
Local government officials and UNESCO Natcom -Bhutan.  

3. The third and the final workshop on the Process of Preparing nomination Dossiers under the two 
lists of the Convention: Representative List of ICH and the List of ICH in Need of Urgent 
Safeguarding was held from 4 to 8 March 2014. There were participants from all the relevant 
agencies.  

This Capacity Building Workshops were well-timed coinciding with the process of Inventorying ICH 
undertaken by Bhutan with the assistance and financing provide by the ICHCAP- Korea and it facilitated 
to great extent.  

5. Government-related organizations carrying out ICH Research and Documentation 

5.1. National Library and Archives of Bhutan  

The Research and Media Division under National Library & Archives of Bhutan (NLAB) as government 
organization is mandated with responsibility to undertake research and documentation of ICH of Bhutan 
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in order to preserve for posterity, therefore the division works towards fulfilling its responsibility with 
different programmes/projects as follows:   

Project details: 
 

5.1.1 Development of Inventory making Project (ICHCAP) and publication of Bhutan ICH Book 

As part of the efforts to safeguard ICH in Bhutan and to create awareness among the younger 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎΣ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎκǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ .ƘǳǘŀƴΩǎ L/IΣ 
the Department of Culture through the National Library and Archives proposed, in association with 
ICHCAP, a project for the development of a national information system of ICH in Bhutan. The project 
was formally launched in November 2011 with a symposium presided over by Dr. Seong-Yong Park, then 
acting Director General of ICHCAP, and Mr. Dorjee Tshering, then Director General of Bhutan 
Department of Culture. 

The main research team for this ICH project was composed of seven membersτ Gengop Karchung, 
Galey Wangchuk, Jigme Choden, Tshering Choki, Sonam Yudon, Sonam Yangdon, and Yeshe Lhundrub. 
Within the time limit imposed by many other commitments, they patiently journeyed to remote villages 
of almost all districts, enduring many hardships along the way. The field trips were undertaken by car as 
far as possible, but most travel was made on foot as the communities and villages to be surveyed were 
in far-flung areas. They met with community members of various ages though in general only the most 
experienced and knowledgeable village men and women were invited to contribute data. This was done 
through various informal talks but mainly through directed interviews with individuals who had practical 
experience of ICH matters in their own area. The team gathered up information both on ICH activities 
still practiced today and on those now forgotten except in the memories of village elders.  

The data collected from primary sources through interactions, interviews, and field observations were 
noted in standard notebooks. Cameras and audio recording equipment were used to document local 
social and cultural activities, oral traditions, folklore, and songs. Once back from the field, the 
researchers consulted and referred to a number of secondary sources, mainly books and documents 
that deal with the cultural life of Bhutan, to crosscheck and analyze field data. The writing up of the data 
and compilation of this report remained a work in progress for much longer than we would have wished, 
ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭƭȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΩ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 
commitments in their respective positions.  

Although the project was originally scheduled for a duration of two years and four months (Sept 2011ς
Dec 2013), it was extended further by one year and eight months as the report compilation, writing, 
translation, and editing were delayed due to technical problems. 

The results of four years of research in the book, entitled Intangible Cultural Heritage of Bhutan (ICH) 
was formally launched on 29 July 2015 at Hotel Le Meridian in Thimphu, Bhutan, being graced by His 
Excellency Lyonpo Damcho Dorji, Minister for Home and Cultural Affairs, Royal Government of Bhutan, 
and representative of the Cultural Heritage Administration of the Republic of Korea and Director-
General of ICHCAP in the presence of many dignitaries and ICH enthusiasts.  

In conclusion, we are very happy to acknowledge that book would not have seen the light of day in its 
present form without the generous financial support of ICHCAP. The book, we hope, will serve as basis 
to lay the groundwork for a full national inventory of ICH of Bhutan.   
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5.1.2. Development of Database and Documentation of ICH elements 
 
In continuation of documentation carried out under the funding project ICHCAP, the Research and 
Media Division of the National Library and Archives has started carrying out research and 
documentation of ICH elements across all districts of the country to help preserve it. The researched and 
documented heritages will be made online in various forms such as document, image, video and audio 
formats for all the internet users. The internet users will not only find the cultural element and its 
description but will also find the location details of the element including village, block, and district. 
Furthermore, the users will have access to the researched information on the extinct culture as well. 

The above online information will not only help the staff of the NLAB and the Department of 
Culture  maintain the records of the cultures in Bhutan but will certainly help national and international 
anthropologists/researchers to find information on the specific cultures of Bhutan without much 
difficulty. Besides, this online database will provide a platform for fellow citizens to learn and 
understand their culture better. In this web-based database, the researched data are categorized under 
7 domains and it will be further divided into categories, genres and elements based on the uniqueness 
and characteristics of the culture. The internet users can search for elements based on dzongkhag 
(district), Gewog (block), domain, or simply by typing the element name or keyword(s) in the textbox of 
Basic Search.  

 
The database has already being developed by local software designer. The provisional database is 
available at www.bhutanculture.bt   
 

5.1.3. Documentation and research of Festivals  

Every dzongkhag (district) has numerous ancient religious and folk/ritual festivals mostly conducted 
annually; some of the festivals are conducted once in two to three years. The festivals play vital role in 
binding community members together, thus living in peace and harmony. It also reflects community 
identity. But as the village communities are increasingly exposed to modern ways and amenities, the 
younger generation is increasingly oriented towards the modern world and is proportionately less 
enthusiastic to participate in festivals.  

While previous generations have been able to sustain festivals by observing and understanding the 
celebrations and through their shared experiences and memories, the younger generation is 
comparatively less informed about the festival tradition that so identifies them as their heritage. Elderly 
community members express concern that festival celebration will lose its prestige and priority in the 
minds of younger generations with each passing year, and that such a situation might contribute to the 
loss of an important local religious and folk celebration. 

So in order to preserve and protect the tradition of festival celebrations, the Research and Media 
Division aims to document and research festivals of every district and bring out a special volume of 
report on each district. The Division has currently covered Bumthang District and the result will be 
published in book form and will also be available in website.  

5.1.4. Documentation and research of traditional calligraphic, xylographic and print culture  

With easy modern computer technology, the traditional calligraphic and xylographic printing heritage is 
threatened. The country is rapidly approaching the stage at which a massive store of oral tradition, skills 
and historical knowledge including calligraphic and xylographic printing culture could very well suffer an 
inexorable decline.  

http://www.bhutanculture.bt/


 

25 

Without proper research and documentation, the significance of this heritage that our forefathers 
valued so much may not be properly understood and appreciated by future generations. There is now a 
ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻƴ .ƘǳǘŀƴΩǎ 
traditional calligraphic and xylographic printing culture, before this knowledge is lost to us. It is our wish 
to produce a series of comprehensive and authoritative works on the historical development of this 
heritage, and to make the results accessible to the public.  

The main objective is to identify and document the calligraphic, xylographic and print culture with 
appropriate research on its historical development and significance, and to bring out a comprehensive 
ōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ άƳǳǎŜǳƳ ŎƻǊƴŜǊέ ƻƴ ƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ b[!. ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ 
authoritative source on this sacred heritage. ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
knowledge about this heritage so that its significance does not fade away.  

The project is already implemented and, research and documentation is underway.  

5.2.  College of Language and Cultural Studies, Taktse, Trongsa   

The College of Language and Cultural Studies, Taktse, Trongsa, has implemented a project of The Bhutan 
Cultural Atlas (BCA) being funded by UNESCO-New Delhi World Heritage Centre, and the Oriental 
Cultural Heritage Sites Protection Alliance, France. The Bhutan culture atlas aims at documenting 
tangible and intangible heritage across all districts in the country to help preserve culture. The project 
also aims in providing informed database for policy makers, the department of culture, institutions, 
tourism, national and international audiences. The documentation that is carried out in the field is then 
standardized and uploaded on a dedicated website.  

The project began some years ago, and the college presented the outcome of its first phase of ά¢ƘŜ 
.Ƙǳǘŀƴ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ !ǘƭŀǎέ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нтΣ нлмс ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ƘǳǘŀƴΦ Lƴ ƛǘǎ ƴŜȄǘ 
phase the culture mapping would be shifted to Zhemgang district. The BCA project has currently covered 
two districts: Bumthang and Trongsa. The documented result available at website 
www.bhutanculturalatlas.org  

6. Non- Government Organizations  

6.1. {ƘŜƧǳƴ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ .ƘǳǘŀƴΩǎ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ  

The Shejun Agency was established in 2013 with the aim of preserving and passing on the rich cultural 
heritage of Bhutan to future generations. Shejun presently focuses on the documentation and study of 
Bhutan's written heritage and oral traditions. Shejun works in close collaboration with local partner: the 
Department of Culture under Bhutan's Ministry of Home and Culture and with leading international 
research universities such as Cambridge University and the University of Virginia. 

Shejun documentation and research mostly covers the wide range of intangible and oral cultural 
elements including Oral traditions and expressions, Performing Arts, Social practices rituals and festive 
events, Traditional craftsmanship, Traditional knowledge of food processing etc. These are all covered 
within their overall documentation project rather than being pursued with individual focus. 

 

Project Details:  

Title: 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ƘǳǘŀƴΩǎ LƴǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ hǊŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΦ 

http://www.bhutanculturalatlas.org/
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Purpose: To preserve the intangible and oral cultures from vanishing within the swift globalization 
impact by digitizing for future generation, which can be a rich cultural repository of knowledge and 
resources for future academics and students to study and learn. 

Duration: 5 years.  

Results: ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀl elements are covered and 
documented in audio-video formats and were able to produces around 2000 offline videos of various 
titles with metadata and transcripts. Over 100,000 raw pictures of cultural elements are collected of 
which about 20,000 are cataloged with metadata. Over 15000 cultural subjects were identified and over 
600 of them are summarized with descriptions. The documentation projects also made an initiation to 
census the worshipped spirits of Bhutan while we also documented about 3000 place names starting 
from administrative hierarchy to the local places.  

6.2. The Music of Bhutan Research Centre   

The Music of Bhutan Research Centre (MBRC) was founded in 2008 by Kheng Sonam Dorji to document, 
preserve, and promote the traditional music of Bhutan. ¦ƴŘŜǊ {ƻƴŀƳΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ a.w/ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ 
new ground by professionally researching, recording and archiving the many musical traditions of the 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭΣ ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ 
musicians in performance and interviews. 

Since its establishment, the MBRC has archived over 80 musical elders; staged an historic reunion of 
master singers and dancers from the 1960s royal court; produced the first book profiling Bhutanese 
musicians; documented village music traditions throughout the country, and initiated several public 
programs.  

¶ In 2012 MBRC received coveted Civil Society Organization status from the government of 
Bhutan. 

¶ MBRC develops compact discs, books, and videos based on fieldwork projects as resources 
permit. 

¶ MBRC values collaboration and welcomes partnerships with other cultural organizations and 
institutions that also share an interest in traditional Bhutanese music. 

 

6.3. Bhutan Oral Literature Project: Culture, Language, Environment  

Founded in 2010, the Bhutan Oral Literature Project: Culture, Language, Environment (BOLDP) focuses 
on documenting and reinvigorating the vanishing languages and traditional ecological knowledge of 
Bhutan for the people of Bhutan and the world. At present, the documentation project is underway to 
preserve the unique local dialects and languages of Bhutan. A researcher of the Linguistics School of 
Culture, History and Language of ANU College of Asia-Pacific in Australia, Gwendolyn Hyslop, in 
collaboration with Dr George N Appell and Charity Appell McNabb, are spearheading the project. 

7. Regents Needs to Safeguard 

The National Library and Archives had a project (from 2011 ς 2014) with the funding support of ICHCAP, 
South Korea, to survey and document ICH in Bhutan. The research team during the project period 
undertook trips to several places and met with several ICH practitioners and bearers. From the trip it 

http://www.musicofbhutan.org/?page_id=2231
http://www.musicofbhutan.org/?page_id=2231
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was learnt that some of the ICH elements are in danger of disappearance and in need of proper 
attention of ICH guardians.  

List of ICH which needs immediate research, documentation and safeguarding measures:  

SL. 

No. 

ICH Name Location Transformation 

foreseen 

Remarks 

1 

 

 

Shamanistic practices such as  

pawo, pam  

Nenjom. Terdag, jomo, etc. 

 

Across the 

country 

 

 

 

 

Needs documentation to 

safeguard  

2 Oral History/folklore   

 

 

Across the 

country 

 

 

This aspect of 

ICH is in threat of 

being lost 

completely  

Needs urgent mapping 

and 

recording/documentation 

 

3 Traditional healing practices 

such as ruto tsugmi (bone 

setter), dug jibmi (Poison-

sucker), etc.  

Different 

districts  

 Needs documentation 

4 
Traditional skilled arts such as: 

a) Chagzo (Iron work/black 

smitthing  

b) Slate carving  

c) Pottery (dzazo) 

d) Bone work (ruezo) 

e) Leather work (kozo) 

Identified 

places  

  

 

Needs safeguarding 

measures  

5 Rituals, folk and religious 

festivals and dances 

Across the 

country 
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8. Problems and Challenges for the safeguarding of ICH 

The pertinent problems and challenges faced while carrying out ICH safeguarding activities are as 

follows:  

¶ Lack of law or legal guidelines;  

¶ Lack of designated/dedicated ICH Division to carry out the sole ICH related works; 

¶ Lack of  trained/skilled human resources;  

¶ Lack of enough fund for in safeguarding activities; 

¶ Lack of coordination/collaboration and interactions between different ICH documentation /  
research organizations.  

¶ There is need to create awareness-raising of importance of safeguarding the ICH to general 
public, especially to ICH holding communities, bearers and practitioners and decision makers. 

¶ There is also need to institute avenues and opportunities to recognize and honour outstanding 
efforts of cultural preservation and promotion.  

Conclusion 

The Department of Culture, Bhutan, is proud for having able to prepare a draft Cultural Heritage Bill in 
which ICH is also included. The draft bill is awaiting deliberation in the Parliament. A total of three 
workshops on capacity building and process of preparing nomination dossiers have been held in Bhutan 
with support from UNESCO Delhi. Besides capacity building, the workshops also educated those working 
in the field of ICH and stakeholders about the UNESCO Convention 2003 as well the importance of 
safeguarding ICH. The young staff (researchers) of the National Library and Archives having got an 
opportunity to work under the ICHCAP support project gained tremendous experience in the research 
ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ L/IΦ L/I/!tΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ b[!. ǎǘŀŦŦǎΩ ǳƴŘ aunting effort have resulted 
into publication of first ever Bhutanese ICH book. 

It is heartening to see that more Government as well as private organizations are either directly or 
indirectly involved in the research, documentation and archiving of ICH. Over this period two new non- 
government organizations (viz. Shejun ŦƻǊ .ƘǳǘŀƴΩǎ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ and Bhutan 
Oral Literature Project: Culture, Language, Environment) have been established and they are directly 
involved in the documentation and inventorying ICH. Because of more organizations taking part in the 
ICH documentation activities, awareness-raising is increasingly created. Despite all these, there are still 
lots to be done in the field of ICH safeguarding. A positive trend has already been set and it is hoped that 
time will come when Bhutan will have full ICH safeguarding measures in place and ICH inventory of its 
own.  
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Country Report: Maldives 
 
 

The Current Status and Challenges of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) and 
measures to safeguard ICH in the Maldives 

 

Mr Ibrahim Mujah 
Head of the Heritage, Department of Heritage 

 
Mr Ismail Ashraf 

Department of Heritage 
 
 
1. Introduction / Overall country situation  

Situated in the middle of the Indian Ocean, the Maldives boasts an impressive historical background 
from its well over 2000 years2

 of human habitation among its 1190 or so islands. The Maldives has been 
a stopover along the Indian Ocean trade route; the Maldivian people display a mix of physical features 
resembling African, Arabian and South Asian and South East Asian people. With the change of the 
religion from Vajrayana Buddhism to Islam and the change of rule from monarchy to democracy, 
Maldives have shown diversity in the range of cultures and traditions that have evolved to form the 
identity of the Maldives as we know it today.  

Practices such as dances, oral literature and performing arts along with traditional craftsmanship, 
seafaring culture (celestial navigation), traditional medicine and cuisine can be observed on various 
levels ranging from national to individuals.  

Unfortunately the history of Maldives is not well known. However, what we know today can be traced 
through the left behind ruins, monuments, past events, literature, etc. Although some books are written 
by foreign explorers and travelers on the history and culture of Maldives, the lack of proper 
documentations of the history has meant that the bits and pieces from the different sources give just a 
glimpse of the history of Maldives while several origins to the history have long disappeared like the 
footsteps on a beach where the waves constantly wash them away.  

It is evident that more research is required to track down and document the history before its 
disappearance. Therefore it is the number one priority for the country today to create an inventory for 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the country.  

                                                           
2 Pre-Islamic Maldives by Naseema Mohamed ς tǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ Ψaŀƴ ŀƴŘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ {ƻŎƛŜǘy 

for Pre-IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ vǳŀǘŜǊƴŀǊȅ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΩ ±ƻƭǳƳŜ ··±LLΣ bƻΦм όWŀƴǳŀǊȅ ςJune 2002).  
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2. Approaches/Policy, Legal and Institutional Framework concerning ICH in the country  

The first official action on the protection of ICH was taken through a workshop organized by UNESCO in 
ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ΨLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ¦b9{CO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage ς ²Ƙŀǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aŀƭŘƛǾŜǎΚΩ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмсΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 
stakeholders of culture reƭŀǘŜŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ bDhΩǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
and researchers. It was through this workshop that the Maldives truly identified the definitions of ICH 
and importance of 2003 convention for the country thanks to the professionals from UNESCO who 
elaborated the 2003 Convention.  

Following the workshop, the Intangible Heritage committee was founded which include participants 
from the workshop. The aim of the committee is to guide the policy level government executives 
towards the 2003 Convention and the importance of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. After the 
endorsement of the committee, the convention has now been forwarded to the Attorney General Office. 
The Convention is now in the process of being presented to the parliament with the legal advice of the 
Attorney General. On being presented to the parliament, the convention will be debated upon by the 
members of the parliament followed by a vote amongst the parliament.  

While the convention is in process of being presented to the parliament, the committee has proceeded 
to create a national ICH inventory based on documentations such as photos, video and books. This 
method is however not the most efficient or accurate way to collect the information due to not being up 
to date but will be a baseline for a startup. Even though the committee itself accepts that travelling to 
the remote islands spread across the atolls of Maldives is the most effective way to collect the most 
comprehensive information, the expenses involved in the travelling and documentation for this method 
is far above the financial availability.  

Affiliated government bodies of ICH  

¶ Department of Heritage  

¶ The Academy of Dhivehi Language  

¶ National Archives  

¶ National Center for the Arts  

¶ National Library  

It is also relevant to mention that there has not been any official inventory of the ICH created in 
Maldives in the past and therefore not much attention had been paid for its importance until now.  

3. Policy, legal and institutional challenges and lessons learnt regarding the implementation of the 
2003 Convention  

As with many other countries, heritage related projects and activities in Maldives have not been given 
ŘǳŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΩs importance 
remained low.  

It is stated in the constitution of Maldives to safeguard and protect the history of Maldives. In light of 
ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ ƭŀǿ ǿŀǎ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ мфтф ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά[ŀǿǎ wŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Maldives of AntƛǉǳŜκ!ǊŎƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜέ ό[ŀǿ bƻΦ нтκтфύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǿ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ 
against destroying, dismantling or damaging any property of antique or archeological and historical 
value located within the territory of Maldives. To this day it is this law that provides any legal strength to 
heritage related work. It is important to know that this law does not mention or state any supporting 
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values specifically to the ICH. In addition, Dhivehi Raajeyge Idhaaree Dhaairaathah Laamarukazee 
Usoolun Hingumuge Gaanoon (the Decentralization Act) which was enforced in May 2010 provides the 
island councils with the authority of preservation and revival of cultural and historically significant 
activities. In 2016 an amendment was brought to this act3 

Institutions undertaking work related to different aspects of the ICH being under different Ministries, 
within the government is also another challenge for the Maldives. In such cases we often find parent 
organizations of the institutions unable to grasp the level of importance in achieving heritage related 
tasks. This results in the projects of such institutions being given lower priority by their parent 
organizations. Within such institutes it is also difficult for all sections to work towards the same goal due 
to each section prioritizing their own tasks in hand and being unable to relate or understand how to 
connect the different concepts as one.  

Lack of regulations to conserve and preserve heritage held by private collectors is also a challenge faced 
by Maldives due to which cultural properties of Maldives are not protected from being exported or 
transferred overseas and no Law or regulation has been formulated to address this issue.  

The limited capacity in the field of heritage conservation and management is a huge challenge including 
the lack of trained staff on heritage management and lack of skilled expertise in conservation and 
management of heritage facilities. More individuals need to be trained. Financial limitation is also a 
challenge faced in the conservation and management of heritage taking in the costs of transportation 
and other expenditures.  

Challenges faced in safeguarding ICH:  

¶ The scattered nature of geography in the Maldives has caused different islands to be blessed 
with its own traditions. However, due to the geographical dispersion some traditions are not 
documented well and not well preserved.  

¶ The lack of proper regulations and law to preserve the ICH is another challenge.  

¶ The limited technical expertise and trained staff in preserving ICH is also a major challenge. Also, 
lack of equipment needed is a concerning issue.  

¶ The limited funding provided makes it hard to hire professional conservators and experts.  

¶ There are number of people unaware of the importance of conserving ICH. This has led to 
destruction in preserving ICH. It is vital for the public to understand the true value of ICH and 
the importance of safeguarding it.  

No institution has previously focused on ICH much and therefore there are no proper inventories made, 
although the Department of Heritage has taken initiative and is trying to put together a list.  

Along with the above mentioned points, it is important to also mention that low level of concern and 
awareness towards ICH by the communities within Maldives will take a tremendous effort to change the 
true value of the heritage and the need for its conservation, in preserving the Maldivian identity.  

                                                           
3 The amendment brought in 2016 states that the President of Maldives will finalize the mandate of all councils. (It 

is from this amendment during the same year, the President announced that among the councils, those which are 

declared cities have had their authority of heritage site management reassigned to the Department of Heritage.) 
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4. Inventorying the ICH, information system and lessons learnt  

Since the Maldives is taking its first steps towards the 2003 ICH convention, strategies and 
methodologies are at the initial stages where they will be changed or refined upon or during 
implementation.  

Below is a table showing the initial work plan to identify and inventorying the ICH. 
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5. Nomination, Safeguarding and periodic reporting 

Since the Maldives is working towards creating an ICH list with the aim to implement the Convention, 
there are no nominations up to date.  

6. Conclusion 

In light of the workshop conducted by UNESCO in 2016 the Department of Heritage and ICH committee 
along with other stakeholders are actively working towards the goal of implementing the 2003 ICH 
Convention in the future. Currently, the Maldives is still in the beginning stage through creating the 
National ICH inventory and have many barriers to cross. However with the current ambition and 
teamwork on ICH, our spirits are high and hope to be successful with the guidance of UNESCO, ICHCAP 
and experts of the field.  

About the author(s) 

- Mr. Ibrahim Mujah has been an employee of the Department of Heritage since 2010. Since joining the 
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Country Report: Nepal  

 
 

Safeguarding ICH in Nepal 
                                                                                                                               
 

Mr Bharat Mani Subedi 
Joint Secretary, Culture Division, Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation, Government of Nepal 

  
 

 

Introduction and Overall Country Situation 

With more than one hundred ethnic and caste groups, Nepal is blessed with an immense cultural 
diversity and various forms of living heritage and cultural expressions. The 2003 Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage was adopted by the Government of Nepal in 2010. Since 
2012 several capacity-building projects in the framework of the 2003 Convention have been 
implemented. Nepal is in needs of a legal framework aiming at supporting and nurturing the 
safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage at both national and local levels. This includes the 
strengthening of capacity building measures and setting up an inventory of intangible cultural heritage.  

Approaches and Policy, Legal and Institutional Framework Concerning ICH 

Policy 

a. In 2011 the National Culture Policy was formulated. The National Culture Policy has made 
special provision for traditional knowledge and intangible culture heritage in general for the 
social tolerance and national integration. Before that, there was no separate cultural policy in 
the country. 

b. Before ratifying the Convention various organizations - governmental and academic institutions, 
as well as community-based institutions have been engaged in the promotion, safeguarding and 
management of ICH. 

c. However, different policies supported the efforts of safeguarding ICH through various actions 
and programs such as the Constitution, periodic plans, budget activities and other programs 
through the line ministries.  

d. The Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation (MoCTCA) is responsible for the 
implementation of ICH related programs. Currently, MoCTCA is making necessary amendments 
to the existing National Cultural Policy (2011) in order to accommodate issues considering the 
restructuring of the state governance.  

Legal Framework 

a. The Constitution of Nepal has provisioned the right to culture to the people having their own 
culture and racial, linguistic, or other backgrounds.  

b. Under the Constitution, there are various acts and regulations, namely the Ancient Monument 
Preservation Act (1956), the Copyright Act (2002), and various development trust acts, e.g. 
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Lumbini, Pashupati and Janakpur Area Development Trusts for the safeguarding of tangible and 
intangible cultural heritage.  

c. National Intellectual Property Policy (2017) further addresses folklore, traditional cultural 
expression, traditional knowledge, indigenous knowledge and the protection of genetic 
resources.  

d.   For the promotion of performing arts, the government has established and operated Cultural 
Corporation in 1971 which is also known as National Theater of Nepal. Likewise, three major 
academies, e.g. Language and Literature, Fine Arts, and Music and Drama were established for 
the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage.  

e. Indigenous Nationalities Development Act has created a body named National Foundation for 
Development of Indigenous Nationalities for the same purpose. MoCTCA has created various 
development committees under the Ministry in different parts of the country. They are entitled 
to run the administration in the religious-ritual complexes and pilgrimage and promote 
religious/pilgrimage tourism while enhancing infrastructure.  

f. Recently under the new Constitution (2072 BS), the Government of Nepal has created 756 local 
level administration units. These units will also work for the safeguarding of ICH at the 
community level. For a long time, the Guthi (Trust) Corporation is carrying out various activities 
for the protection of traditionally inherited cultural performances under the Guthi Sansthan Ain 
(Guthi Corporation Act).  

g. For legal and institutional matters the Constitution of Nepal (2072 BS) has made provisions to 
create new laws. There will be special arrangement under the federal structure of government 
in the field of safeguarding ICH. Several subjects are provisioned in the Constitution (2072) 
including right to culture and various commissions related to cultural affairs.  

h. In the time ahead, the central government will have more focus on policy formulation, 
monitoring and evaluation, setting the standard to implement the policy. The provincial 
government is also responsible for policy and operation, and will work as a coordinating agency 
for ICH. The local government will have main responsibility to safeguard ICH along UNESCO-
mandate through community mobilization. 

 

Institutional Framework 

a. The MoCTCA is the leading agency for the policy, legal issues and coordination of ICH related 
matters. In the same way, the Ministry of Federal Affairs and Local Development, the 
Department of Archaeology, Guthi Sansthan (Corporation), various academies, development 
trusts, the National Theater, the Copyrights Registrar Office, National Foundation for 
Indigenous Nationalities, federal as well as provincial and local level governments are 
responsible for the safeguarding of ICH.  
 

b. Very recently, MoCTCA has formed an ICH stakeholders group with the representatives of 
aforementioned institutions to carry out the activities without any delay and duplication. 

 

c. MoCTCA is coordinating their actions related to ICH through regular meetings, exchange of 
information and preparation of action plans for the future. 
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Policy, Legal and Institutional Challenges and Lessons Learned regarding the Implementation of the 
2003 Convention 

a. New comprehensive cultural policy is required for the safeguarding of ICH elements. It is 
difficult to segregate the domain of the elements for inventorying because of the 
heterogeneous nature of the settlements of the communities.  
 

b. The other issues are related to the ground realities such as the nature of the erstwhile 
unitary composition of country with reference to the transition of the state from unitary to 
federal system.  

 

c. The delineation of role and structure of the central, provincial and local authorities are 
overlapping. Allocation of resources especially financial and human is the main constraint.  

 

d. Various ICH stakeholders are working in the inventorying and safeguarding process. Hence, 
coordination among the stakeholders seems challenging.  

 

e. Focused and structured awareness and sensitization activities in the communities are highly 
recommended in order to engage them seeking their approval, as they are the practitioners 
and bearer of ICH elements.   

Inventorying ICH, Information System and Lessons Learned 

a. Inventorying, safeguarding and documentation works are being carried out through several 
organizations and individuals by trained staff of MoCTCA and the Department of 
Archaeology. 

b. The importance of intergenerational transfer of cultural heritage was briefed through 
culture awareness programs in several districts and regions with the active participations of 
target communities focusing on: 

¶ Cultural policy with a focus on the potential of culture for creative industries 

¶ Promotion of festivals and rituals, languages and dialects, literature and folklore, 
traditional arts, performing arts, protection of indigenous culture 

¶ Information dissemination to the practitioner   

¶ Community participation for sustainable use 

 
c. After adopting the ICH Convention in 2010, the Government of Nepal is making effort to 

develop a standard inventorying system compatible to the prescribed UNESCO guidelines. 
The major tasks according to the 2003 Convention are the following:  

¶ Preparing inventories of ICH of 125 communities and groups with the prior consent and 
participation of the community 

¶ Supporting local institution in ICH activities  

¶ Urgent inventorying and safeguarding of the endangered ICH in the territory    
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d. The major issues regarding the process of inventorying of ICH in Nepal are the following:  

¶ Lack of adequate awareness raising programs and capacity building  

¶ Lack of governmental funds to safeguard ICH  

¶ Ensure the participation of communities, groups and individuals in the management of 
their own ICH   

¶ Enhance human resources and take the advantages of the diversity of culture and the 
heterogeneous settlement pattern of people  

¶ Enhance activities in the framework of an intergenerational transfer of ICH 

¶ Lack of adequate relationship between cultural products and market 

¶ Lack of coordination between governmental authorities and other involved stakeholder, 
e.g. non-governmental institutions    

¶ Lack of sustainable management of ICH  

¶ Impact of globalization 

¶ Lack of national unity through cultural identity 

¶ Lack of feeling of ICH ownership by respective groups, communities and individuals  

Nomination, Safeguarding and Periodic Reporting  

In close cooperation, MoCTCA and UNESCO conducted a series of training workshops from 2012 for 
further elaborating on the 2003 Convention and its implementation for a better understanding and for 
focusing on the applied aspect of the Convention. Participants were chosen from different communities. 

Some elements were identified for potential nominations. The government of Nepal intends to initiate 
the process for the nomination of ICH items for the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage and the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices.   

The major issues relating to inventorying ICH in Nepal is the identification of items for Good 
Safeguarding Practices, the Urgent Safeguarding List and nominations for the Representative List. 
MoCTCA assists the community members and practitioners for safeguarding the elements.   

Being ICH practitioners, communities themselves are engaged in safeguarding practices through trained 
members of their communities. Likewise, various line agencies of governmental and semi-governmental 
agencies are also involved in safeguarding activities.  

The major issues and challenges are the following:  

a. Preparing the inventory 

b. Identification of ICH elements for the Urgent Safeguarding List 

c. Nomination of ICH elements to the Representative List 
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d. Community seems more demanding rather than self-mobilization in safeguarding their ICH 

e. Diversity and homogeneous culture scattered around the country 

f. Migration and scattered settlements 

g. Inadequate human resources to prepare the report/capacity development 

So far, no document requested by UNESCO for the periodic reporting has been submitted. The report is 
under preparation by MoCTCA and it will be submitted by the end of the year 2017. For that purpose, 
the Ministry is coordinating with the concerned stakeholders both governmental and non-governmental.  

Conclusions 

With reference to the mentioned challenges the country is facing, the held meeting helped to envision 
bŜǇŀƭΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŀƴƎƛble cultural heritage and to build up capacities on both 
national and local levels. In the long-run Nepal is aiming at preparing nominations for the UNESCO 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, and at setting up of a stand-alone policy and 
safeguarding mechanisms on ICH.  
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Country Report: Pakistan 

 
 

Safeguarding ICH in Pakistan 
                                                                                                                               
 

       Mr Nazir Ahmad 
Deputy Secretary, National History and Literary Heritage Division 

 

 

Introduction/ Overall Country Situation 

Pakistan has been blessed with immense cultural diversity. The historic sites of Ghandhara and Indus 
Valley Civilizations are in fact complemented by magnificent intangible cultural heritage comprising, 
practices, expressions, knowledge and skills, oral traditions, performing arts, social practices and 
festivals. Each Provinces of Pakistan has its own unique cultural traditions. The indigenous knowledge, 
traditions and expressions which developed over centuries through interaction of human being with 
their environment and guided our forefathers against hunger, disease, natural disaster, are our cultural 
heritage. We are of the firm belief that our cultural heritage is a guarantee of sustainable development. 
Therefore, we are committed to safeguard this heritage for the sake of continuity of our identity and 
sustainability. 

 

Approaches/ Policy, Legal and Institutional Framework Concerning ICH 

Pakistan ratified the UNESCO Convention, for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage in 2005 
and the erstwhile Ministry of Culture was assigned the business relating to ICH. As a result of 18th 
Constitutional amendment Act, 2010 the cultural subjects were devolved to provinces. However, there 
was a need of a focal point at federal level to fulfill international obligations and commitments. 
Therefore, National History and Literary Heritage Division has been created under Ministry of 
information, Broadcasting and National Heritage and assigned the business of Safeguarding Intangible 
Cultural Heritage. 

At Federal Level National Institute of Traditional and Folk Heritage (Lok Virsa) and Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts (PNCA) have been working with great commitment to promote the traditional and 
folk heritage along with Performing Arts. 

The National Institute of Folk and Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa) is a specialized institution working for 
research, collection, documentation, preservation and dissemination of Pakistani traditions and culture. 
The intangible cultural heritage transmitted through oral means from generation to generation, is 
constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction 
with nature and their history. It provides them with a sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting 
respect for over all cultural diversity and human creativity.  

Lok Versa Media Centre has the largest archives of folk music of Pakistan in all the regional languages. It 
has 1200 hours videos and 3500 hours audio recording of cultural traditions and folk songs.  Lok Virsa 
also holds an annual National Folk Festival in April. The theme includes artisan at work and folk 
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performances.  This festival works as an instrument to introduce ICH to the visitors and thus helps in 
preservation and promotion of ICH. 

Similarly Pakistan National Council of the Arts (PNCA) also plays its role in preserving, conversation and 
promotion of arts. During 2009-2011 PNCA, with the assistance of UNESCO carried out a project titled 
άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ LƴǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎέΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ плл-500 hours of classical musical Heritage 
has been preserved and archived along with dance, drama, Pakistani feature films/documentaries and 
ƻƭŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻŦ tb/!Φ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōƻƻƪ ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ²Ƙƻέ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŀ 
catalogue of all the renowned performing Artists of Pakistan and work of arts  they have mastered 
during their professional career. 

The Government of Pakistan considering the need to build greater awareness, especially among the 
younger generation, regarding the importance of the ICH and of its safeguarding, carried out a project 
άLƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƴƎ Lntangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) into teaching and learning for promoting education for 
ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ¦b9{/h tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ¢I!!tΣ ŀƴ bDhΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
project the national team carried out a country wide sample survey to assess the situation of ICH 
ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ōŜŀǊŜǊǎΣ bDhΩǎΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
curriculum developers, teachers, political advisors, media persons and policy makers. The findings were 
shared with UNESCO in June, 2013. 

For the pilot activity under this project four schools from Lahore, two from Islamabad and three from 
Peshawar were selected as partners. The teaching modules were developed in participation with 
teachers, curriculum developers as well as tradition bearers. Pilot activity was carried out from June 
2013 to January 2014. During this period draft guide lines were also prepared. The draft guidelines were 
reviewed by educationists, curriculum developers of the public sector and government education 
department in a meeting held on 6-7 February, 2014.Third and final review was held at Islamabad on 8-9 
December, 2014 in an advocacy meeting representing all parts of the nation gave their agreement to 
use the National guidelines. These guidelines have been printed and distributed to all stakeholders for 
further necessary action. We are sure that this project will lead to safeguarding ICH in the Country.  

After devolution of cultural subjects to the Provincial Governments, relevant institutions have huge 
responsibility to take up the challenge for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. However, they were 
lacking capacity in this Field. In order to coop with this situation, National history and Literary Heritage 
Division signed a Memorandum with CRIHAP, International Training Centre for ICH in Asia Pacific region 
under the auspices of UNESCO. Under this Memorandum a series of capacity building workshops on ICH 
are to be arranged. First capacity building workshop was arranged in Beijing from 17-23 December, 2015 
ƻƴ άLƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¦b9{/hΩǎ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ-нллоέΦ {ŜŎƻƴŘ /ŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ 
in Islamabad from 12-му 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ нлмс ƻƴ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ L/Iέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 
workshops were attended by Federal and Provincial officers, students, representatives of the 
communities dealing with ICH.  During this workshop the participants were provided hands on training. 
Moreover, in consultation with all stake holders a form ICH/CBI-001 for community based inventorying 
of the ICH was designeŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƭƛȊŜŘΦ ¢ƘƛǊŘ /ŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ƻƴ άtǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ 
ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴŜǎέ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмтΦ 

For effective collaboration with provinces an ICH working Group has been constituted in the National 
history and Literary Heritage Division, Ministry of Information, Broadcasting and National Heritage. TORs 
of this Working Group are:- 

¶ To expedite and facilitate the process of ICH inventory at National Level. 

¶ To access existing safeguarding system and recommend measures for improvement. 
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¶ To work in collaboration with UNESCO for implementation of Convention, 2003. 

¶ To initiate relevant measures for capacity building of the staff involved in ICH. 

¶ Consultation with NGOs, civil society and cultural partners to create awareness about ICH. 

¶ To expedite the completion of formalities required for inscription of ICH on World Heritage List. 

¶ To work with Provincial Governments on provincial inventory of ICH. 

 

Institutional Challenges and lesson learnt regarding implementation of the 2003 convention 

After devolution of the cultural subjects to provinces, there has been a great issue regarding effective 
coordination between federal and provincial governments. For a long time the scope of work of both 
was not clear. The provinces were assuming full autonomy whereas the International institutions were 
not ready to deal with the provinces because federal government is the state party to the Convention, 
2003. Moreover, there was now approved cultural policy to channelize these issues. In order to meet 
with these challenges a number of meetings were held with the provinces and following decisions were 
taken for implementation of the 2003 convention. 

a) All Provinces will establish ICH cells to deal exclusively with ICH and appoint focal persons for 
effective coordination between federal and provincial governments. 
 

b) The provinces will identify ICH elements available in their territory, prepare their inventories, 
place them on the websites and share with the Federal government to formulate National 
Inventory of the ICH. 
 

c) During workshop on community base inventorying of the ICH a way forward was approved for 
safeguarding of the ICH and a working group comprising representatives from the federal and all 
federating unit for its implementation. 
 

d) Both federal and provincial governments may contact the communities concerned for 
safeguarding of the ICH. 
 

e) It was decided that the provinces will forward the nomination dossiers to the federal 
government which will be examined at federal level. In case not in accordance with the 
requirement of UNESCO, it will be returned to the respective province to supply the omissions. 
Complete dossiers will be forwarded to UNESCO Headquarters for their inscription on the 
relevant list.  
 

f) Federal government, in consultation with provinces has finalized the draft culture policy which 
will be soon placed before the Federal Cabinet for its approval. 

Inventorying the ICH, Information system and Lesson learnt 

According to Article 11 (b) of the 2003 convention, each state party has to identify and define the 
various elements of the intangible cultural heritage, with the participation of communities, groups and 
relevant non-government organizations. 
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 Article 12 (i) of the convention provides that to ensure identification with a view to safeguarding, each 
state party shall  draw up in a manner  agreed to its own situation one or more inventories of the 
intangible cultural heritage present in its territory.  

Article-15 of the Convention each state party shall endeavor to ensure the widest possible participation 
of communities group and when appropriate individuals that create, maintain and transmit such 
heritage and to involve them actively in its management. 

Realizing the role of communities and non- governmental organizations we have actively engaged them 
in pǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ L/I ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΦ   5ǳǊƛƴƎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ L/Iέ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
comprehensive form for inventorying the ICH elements was designed in consultation of all stake holders 
which has also been shared with them to use for preparation of the uniform ICH inventory in the whole 
country. So far as we have been able to inventories 45 ICH element which are online available in the 
άichinventory.Ǉƪέ 

Nomination, Safeguarding and Periodic Reporting 

We have been able to inscribe two multinational nominations Nouroze and Falconry on Representative 
[ƛǎǘ ƻŦ L/I ƻŦ IǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΦ wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀ ŘƻǎǎƛŜǊ ƻŦ L/I ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ά {ǳǊƛWŀƧŜƪέ  traditional meteorological and 
astronomical practice based on the observation of the Sun, Moon and Stars in reference to the local 
topography.has been submitted for its inscription on the List of ICH in need of  Urgent Safeguarding 
which has been accepted for consideration. Some information has been called for by UNESCO relating to 
this element and we are confident that it will be inscribed on USL of UNESCO 

tǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŘƻǎǎƛŜǊ ƻŦ ά{ǳǊƛ WŀƧŜƪέ   ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ [ƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ 
Provincial Government of KPK and UNESCO Pakistan office in collaboration with  an NGO i.e. THAAP.  
Participation of all community members was ensured for obtaining free, fair and informed consent of all 
representatives of the communities. 

Conclusions 

We are of the firm belief that objectives of the Convention on safeguarding of the intangible cultural 
heritage can only be achieved with active participation of the communities concerned because they 
enact and transmit the ICH. They carry with them knowledge and skill for enacting and transmitting the 
ICH. It is their knowledge and they are its owner. Any safeguarding plan will fail without participation of 
the communities and their consent. Therefore, we are actively working on a project of capacity building 
of the communities concerned on inventorying their ICH. This project will also be carried out in 
ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ bDhΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
achieve the above objective of safeguarding our rich intangible cultural heritage with the help of 
communities, provincial governments and International institutions. The regional cooperation will be a 
great help to achieve the objective of safeguarding ICH.  
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Country Report: Sri Lanka 

 

 

The Current Status and Challenges of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) and 
measures to safeguard ICH in Sri Lanka 

 
Mr W. Sunil 

Director General, National Library and Documentation Services Board Sri Lanka 
 

1. Introduction  

Sri Lanka is a small island located in the Indian Ocean inhabited by a population of 20 million comprising 
different cultural entities and living in the country as one nation. The recorded history of the Island goes 
back to the 5th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ .Φ/Φ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜ άaŀƘŀǾŀƳǎŀέΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ 
by an Aryan group of people led by Prince Vijaya. Prince Vijaya and his followers defeated the local 
communities called Yakka and Naga and made Aryan settlements along Malwathu Oya valley. The 
Buddhism introduced to the country in 3rd ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ .Φ/Φ ōȅ άaŀƘƛƴŘŀ ǘƘŜǊƻάΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ LƴŘƛŀƴ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊ 
Ashoka. This incident resulted in serious cultural impact. The culture of the country completely changed 
with the introduction of Buddhism. Thereafter, the Sinhalese culture (Intangible and Tangible) was 
highly influenced by the Theravada Buddhism. Great pagodas, statues, sculptures, paintings, secular and 
religious buildings, cities, etc. have been constructed by the Sri Lankan Buddhists influenced by the 
Theravada Buddhist teachings. Time to time, the Island was invaded by South Indian Tamils and some 
Muslim communities settled down in coastal areas at their own wish. They came through silk route for 
commercial proposes. Europeans nations especially Portuguese, Dutch and English exercised their 
powers in the Island for about 400 years from 16th century to 20th century. The cultural context of the 
country completely changed during this period. Sinhalese culture is the main culture in the country. The 
Sinhalese community is about 14 out of 20 million population in the country. Tamil, Muslim, Burger and 
Malay communities live in the country in addition to the main community. The indigenous communities 
including Veddas as well as communities such as Kinnara (a community manufacturing kitchen utensils 
using reed), Gypsies (a community engaged in charms and performs cobra and monkey dances) are also 
living as small community in the country. A clear variation could be identified even within the similar 
communities in the ICH elements basing on the topography of the Island. Preseƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 
intangible cultural heritage is enriching having the major events of human life such as the birth, puberty, 
marriage and death completely embedded with the ICH. Their major occupation is in harmony with the 
set of ICH.  Farmers follow set of ICH for plough, seeding, and harvesting.  The fishermen follow set of 
ICH to get big fish harvest. Merchants use ICH to convert customers to their business and promote their 
products among clients. The native system of medicine is another ICH element in the country. It has 
transmitted from one generation to another by oral traditions. The plants grown in the environment are 
used for preparation these medicines. Most of the people are rely on in this system especially for 
genetically oriented diseases. Craftsmanship is another major ICH practice in the country. The traditional 
dancing, singing and playing games still performing in villages at leisure or at some special occasions of 
the communities. 
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2. Approaches/Policy, Legal and Institutional Framework concerning ICH in Sri Lanka 

2.1 National cultural policy in 2007 

The National Cultural Policy was implemented under the Ministry of Culture and Arts in 2007, but this is 
not concerned much on ICH. Part ii, section 3 describes safeguarding policy of Arts and Crafts and 
actions would be taken to protect and develop sorts of traditional and here dietary arts and crafts and 
to advertise them nationally and internationally in a manner that would highlight their value. 

Under the section 4 the Folk life described actions would be taken to direct all sort of cultural activities 
so as to enable the management of the cultural life of the common people in such a way that their life 
style is made easy and that benefits of all national and other development projects and accrued  to 
them.  

The Ministry of Culture and Arts is the responsible institution regarding this policy. About 150 cultural 
centers are set up Island wide to promote and educate the national culture to the younger generation. 
These centers provide platform for ICH practitioners to perform various traditions for public and 
educate the new generation. The ministry has setup folk music library with the assistance of Norwegian 
government. This library is strengthening its folk music collection every year collecting folk music in 
various part of the country. The Ministry started a new project for gathering of ICH information in 2012. 
The project commenced its activities from Matale district an area rich in ICH. ICH data gathered at 
southern part of the country in Galle district by this project.  

A nomination to the UNESCO ICH representative list on traditional puppet art from the Galle district 
submitted this year. 

2.2 Acts of protecting antiquities 

¶ Antiquities Ordinance No. 09 of 1940. 

¶ Recovery of government possession act No. 07 of 1979. 

¶ Antiquities (amendment) act No.24 of 1988. 

¶ Enhancement of fines (amendment) act No.12 of 2005. 

¶ Cultural Property Act No. 73 of 1988.  

ΨΩ!ƴǘƛǉǳƛǘȅέ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ Sri Lanka and 
has been in existence for more than one hundred years. Statues sculptures or dressed stone and 
marbles of all description, engravings, carvings, inscription paintings, writings and the material where on 
the fame appear all specimen of  ceramic, glyptic, metallurgic and textile  art, coins, gems, seals, jewels, 
jewelers, arms, tools, ornaments, furniture, household utensils and all other objects of art which are 
moveable property. An archaeological commission was appointed with a responsible person and the 
Department of Archaeology was to implement these acts.   

The tangible objects interrelated with ICH elements such as traditional music objects, household utensils, 
agricultural utensils more than 100 years old are to be protected and safeguarded by this act. The 
Department of Archaeology is to do the excavations and conservation of archaeological sites in the 
country. The six world heritage sites namely Anuradhapura ancient city, Polonnaruwa ancient city, 
Sigiriya rock fortress, Kandy ancient city, Dambulla cave temple and Galle Dutch fortifications are 
systematically maintained and preserved by this Department. The Department made their fullest 
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attention to safeguard tangible cultural heritage but intangible cultural heritage appears not within the 
purview. For example, when it comes to the protecting of Royal city of Kandy, the world famous ICH 
elements of Dalada pageantry were restored and got the attention of society and the government.  

2.3 National Museums Ordinance No.31 of 1942 

The National Museums were set up for collection, preservation and exhibition of objects of scientific, 
historical or artistic interest and for the maintenance of library of books and other documents relating to 
subject and matters of such interest. Seven National Museums are established across the Island to fulfill 
the vision and mission on the act. A folk museum in Anuradhapura was dedicated for collect, conserve 
and exhibit cultural and religious objects used by the folk community in Anuradhapura period.  
Anthropology division of the National Museum pays attention on cultural objects used by ancestors. 
Maintain huge collection of cultural objects (agricultural objects, household utensils, objects used for 
rituals, mask used by indigenous community, dancing costumes, musical instruments, objects used for 
traditional indoor games, weights and measures, objects used in fishery, indigenous medical objects) 
and conduct research on communities are main duties of this division. Those activities are progress in 
annually. 

2.4 The National Archives Law No. 48 of 1973 

The National Archives Law was first came into existence in 1973. This was amended in 1976 and in 1981. 
The section 6 of article Vii is related to ICH. An advisory council was formed to get the advices for the 
implementation of law. The responsible institute for the act is the Department of National Archives. The 
function of the advisory council is to advice the minister on the matters relating to the collection, 
preservation and use of public archives, the custody and transfer to public records, inspection and 
preservation of document and manuscripts of historical, cultural or literary value in private possession, 
inspection by members of the public of public archives, editing and publishing of public archives and 
private manuscripts. The preservation of documents meant by the act is not only paper base documents 
but also audiovisual material and modern computer generated records. This act mandated to preserve 
historical sounds records, music, video and manuscripts related to ICH. The Department of National 
Archives consists of thousands of folksongs, audio, video tapes on different types of ICH elements 
recoded in the past by field surveys. These valuable primary resources on ICH are useful for researchers 
to investigate the evolution or development of each ICH element by time and their social impact. 
Department of National Archives has launched a program to digitize their valuable collection with the 
objective of providing easy access to the public. The project was initiated with paper-based documents. 
The National Archives is dealing with some stakeholders and expertise to amend the National Archives 
Law to fulfill the present day needs.  

2.5 National Library and Documentation Services Board Act No.50 in 1998 

The Ceylon National Library Services Board act no. 17 of 1970, amended by the National Library and 
Documentation Services Board act no. 50 in 1998. Section 12 part iia and iib related to safe guard the 
ICH.  

Section 12 Article ii (a)  

To make available for the use of all sections of the community, a national collection of library and 
documentation resources appropriate to their needs. 
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Section 12 Article ii (b) 

To preserve the national cultural heritage of Sri Lanka through the establishment, development and 
maintenance of national collection of library and documentation materials, published in or relating to Sri 
Lanka; library and documentation materials mean any form weather written, printed, graphic, electronic, 
magnetic, optical or otherwise in or on which information or literary, creation  or artistic ideas, are or 
may be recorded displayed stored or reproduced and include manuscripts, typescripts, books, 
newspapers, periodicals, maps, microforms, music, photographs, prints, drawings, cinematic graphs 
forms, sounds, audio recordings and video recordings and the expression. 

bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ƛƴ мфуо ƴŀƳŜŘ ΨΩŦƻƭƪƭƻǊŜέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ 
platform for the ICH researchers, practitioners and public to publish their findings on ICH. Unfortunately, 
the magazine was discontinued due to management problems. The National Library and Documentation 
Services Board received a project to collect ICH elements and data which are housed in government 
institution and to compile a sort of ICH inventory in the institutions under the government. The project 
was funded by UNESCO New Delhi office and commenced the project from department of National 
Archives to inventorize data on huge collection of folk music deposited in the National Archives in the 
form of magnetic tapes. Unfortunately, the Department reluctant to provide copies of ICH sound 
recordings to the project to create ICH automated database. An advisory committee was appointed by 
National Library for this project. 

The committee selected Sri Lanka Broadcasting Cooperation to collect ICH elements for the project as a 
subsidiary institution. The cooperation was not granted permission for the project. This project too was 
failed to achieve aims and objectives. The ICHCAP signed MOU with National Library to compile a 
country field survey report on ICH in 2011. Group of researchers conducted surveys and compiled a full 
report on ICH in Sri Lanka in 2011. That report was one and only comprehensive report published so far 
on ICH in Sri Lanka. It covers the regal entity on ICH in the country, the ICH related institution its present 
role and activities. The ICH elements are to be nominated for the UNESCO ICH representative list and 
urgent safeguarding list, major issues concerning safeguarding ICH. Then ICHCAP funded another project 
to compile a survey report on intellectual property issues related to ICH. The report was published by 
ICHCAP in 2012.  

2.6 The Tower Hall Theatre Foundation Act No. 1 of 1978. 

This act was amended in 1998. The objectives of the foundation are to encourage and promote national 
theatrical activities, to develop and improve the knowledge, understanding and practice on the theatre. 
The Tower hall theatre foundation made secured program to safeguard traditional performing art 
performing in theatre or stage as Nurthee Gee and traditional dancing.      

2.7 Arts Council on Ceylon Act in 1958 

The act describes to develop a greater knowledge understanding and practice of the fine arts, to 
increase the accessibility of works of arts to the public in Sri Lanka, to preserve, promote and encourage 
the development of such arts and crafts as are indigenous to Sri Lanka. Art  council of Ceylon has set up 
several sub committees included expertise to achieve the prime objectives of the council, but council 
concern more on promotion  Sinhala literature and modern arts rather than indigenous knowledge.  
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3. Policy, Legal and Institutional Challenges and lessons learnt regarding the implementation of the 
2003 Convention 

There is no policy or act directly related to ICH is the major issue. Different types of institutions works on 
safeguarding ICH but not cover the all aspects of ICH and those institutions organize programs to 
safeguard ICH within provisions and limitation of respective acts. 

Sri Lanka ratified the UNECO convention for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage in 2008 
but all the activities and programmes launched by ICH related institution may not fulfill the aims of 
convention. Lack of national policy act to safeguard the ICH in the country and absence of an 
independent institution responsible for ICH safeguarding in the country are big issues. Until 
establishment of independence institution for develop system or method for safeguarding ICH, the ICH 
National committee can coordinate all the ICH stakeholders to implement UNESCO ICH safeguarding 
convention 2003 in the country.  

An ICH committee was appointed by National Library and Documentation Services Board in 2009 as a 
advisory committee to the project funded by UNESCO New Delhi office. This committee represents all 
the ICH related institutions. Secretary General of Sri Lanka National Commission for UNESCO chairs the 
committee. Other members are Secretary of Ministry of Culture and Arts, Heads of National Museums, 
Department of National Archives, Town Hall Theatre Foundation, National Craft Council, National Library 
and Documentation Services Board, Sri Lanka Rupavahini cooperation, Sri Lanka Broadcasting 
Corporation, National Arts Council, and experts in the field Mr. Pandula Endagama (Anthropologist), Prof. 
Devika Jayathilake (Anthropologist), Dr. Jayantha Jayasiri (Anthropologist), and Dr. Danister Perera  
(Cultural Anthologist) and representative of indigenous (veddas) community. After completion of the 
assigned project from the UNESCO New Delhi office the committee discussed its scope, limitation and 
future activities. Committee realized almost all the ICH stakeholders are members of the committee and 
automatically it became ICH National Committee with consent of all stakeholders. All the stakeholder 
submitted their annual plans of ICH safeguarding activities to the committee. Committee provided 
advices and guidance as coordinator of ICH related institutions. 

Ministry of Environment drafted a national policy of traditional knowledge and practice. The drafts was 
finalized with the cooperation of all the ICH stakeholders, experts and practitioners in 2014 before 
submitted to the parliament. Unfortunately, minister was changed due to political reason and the policy 
draft has not been progressed yet. This draft directly on ICH safeguarding and work on to implement ICH 
safeguarding convention adapted up UNESCO in 2003. A separate institution to be established for 
safeguarding ICH according to the draft policy. It is the real solution for the present situation. 

4. Inventorying the ICH, Information System and lessons Learnt 

Ministry of Culture and Arts jointly organized three consecutive workshops in Sri Lanka on the capacity 
building of UNESCO 2003 convention for the safeguarding of ICH in 2013 and 2014.UNESCO New Delhi 
office and the Japanese trust-in-trust funded the trainings. UNESCO expertise were the resource persons. 
This workshop serious fulfilled the knowledge gap to implement UNESCO 2003 convention in Sri Lanka. 
The ICH inventory should be prepared base on the administrative boundaries in Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka is 
divided into nine provinces each consists of several districts and that consisted several divisional 
secretaries. Divisional Secretariat governs several villages (Grama niladari divisions) head by village 
headmen. This means the smallest administrative institution for preparing inventory is Divisional 
secretariat. The cultural promotion officer is attached to each of Divisional secretariat. These officers 
can be used as working force for preparing ICH inventory from bottom to top level approach. When 
process the project ICH data from 14022 Grama niladari divisions channeled to respective divisional 
secretariats. Then data are filtered and send to the 24 districts secretariats to the preparation of 
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provincial ICH inventory. In which ICH national committee can select suitable ICH elements for national 
inventory and finally the ICH elements can be proposed to UNESCO ICH lists from the ICH national 
inventory. 150 cultural centers across country can be used to promote ICH in respective province.  

Second model for the preparation of ICH national inventory can be launched through public libraries in 
the country. Each district consists of number of local government department (Pradeshiya sahba, Urban 
Council, Municipal Council, which has legal administrative boundaries. Each local government 
department consists of number of public libraries and one library became the main library in that area. 
All of the ICH practitioners and their family members are the members of libraries and member of 
readers circle attached to each library. Librarians can be used as working force to preparation of ICH 
inventory. The ICH elements collected from local government departments channeled to Distract 
Secretariat and filtered and send to provincial library services Board to prepare provincial ICH inventory. 
National Library services Board can compile ICH national inventory with coordination of provincial 
library Services Board. So the National Library service Board can act as a focal point of ICH in the country. 
With change of new government ministry of education collaboration with UNESCO started an ICH policy 
mission program and a meeting was at ministry of education at Colombo in last January. An ICH policy is 
being compiled by UNESCO experts with the consultation of Sri Lanka government. 

5. Nomination, Safeguarding and Periodic reporting  

An ICH committee was appointed by National Library and Documentation Services Board in 2009 as a 
advisory committee to the project funded by UNESCO New Delhi office. This committee represents all 
the ICH related institutions. Secretary General of Sri Lanka National Commission for UNESCO chairs the 
committee. Other members are Secretary of Ministry of Culture and Arts, Heads of National Museums, 
Department of National Archives, Town Hall Theatre Foundation, National Craft Council, National Library 
and Documentation Services Board, Sri Lanka Rupavahini cooperation, Sri Lanka Broadcasting 
Corporation, National Arts Council, and experts in the field Mr. Pandula Endagama (Anthropologist), Prof. 
Devika Jayathilake (Anthropologist), Dr. Jayantha Jayasiri (Anthropologist), and Dr. Danister Perera  
(Cultural Anthologist) and representative of indigenous (veddas) community. After completion of the 
assigned project from the UNESCO New Delhi office the committee discussed its scope, limitation and 
future activities. Committee realized almost all the ICH stakeholders are members of the committee and 
automatically it became ICH National Committee with consent of all stakeholders. All the stakeholder 
submitted their annual plans of ICH safeguarding activities to the committee. Committee provided 
advices and guidance as coordinator of ICH related institutions. 

ICH national inventory making effort is not progress properly  yet but the ICH national inventory exits 
under the national library and documentation services board as it is the focal point of ICH program in 
the country at present. There are two elements exits in the ICH national inventory (www.natlib.lk). They 
are angampora) is an ancient Sri Lankan indigenous martial art and Traditional string puppet drama of 
Sri Lanka. 

Ministry of education collaboration with ICH National committee submitted a nomination on Traditional 
string puppet drama for the UNESCO ICH Representative list of Humanity in March 2017.Nomination 
process completely coordinated by national Library and documentation services board. Expert in field 
engaged in this process.  

Traditional string puppet drama is a form of folk puppet drama performed employing dialogues, songs, 
and narrations taken from either handwritten or orally maintained scripts to convey moral messages or 
innocuous entertainment to primarily rural communities, especially during festive times in the months 
of April, May, and June.  Making of puppets is an important craft involving the carving of body parts 
separately from wood and joining them together, polishing and painting, and dressing.  Felling of a tree 
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to obtain the wood precedes by a traditional ritual performed by the master puppeteer making offerings 
to invoke any deities (tree gods) who live on the tree and protecting it, and appealing it to move to 
another tree instead. 

wǹƪŀŘŀ bņǘȅŀ ƛǎ ŀ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŘǊŀƳŀ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ Ǉuppets, traditionally meant for providing 
innocuous entertainment and conveying moral lessons to village communities.  Themes are chosen from 
folktales, Buddhist stories, ancient literature, historical narratives, and the trivia with humorous 
anecdotes from contemporary life ƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƴņŘŀƎŀƳΣ ŀƴ ŜȄǘƛƴŎǘ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨŦƻƭƪ ƻǇŜǊŀΩΦ  tǳǇǇŜǘŜŜǊǎ 
prepare their own handwritten scripts with dialogs and songs, and recite them, while manipulating the 
puppets.   

Puppeteers make their own wooden puppets with movable joints that represent eithŜǊ ΨǎǘŀǘƛŎ ǊƻƭŜǎΩ ǿƛǘƘ 
fewer movable joints and of near life-ǎƛȊŜΣ ƻǊ ΨŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǊƻƭŜǎΩ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǾŀōƭŜ Ƨƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ оΦрΩ ǘƻ пΦрΩ 
height.  Puppets are dressed with colourful costumes that identify the characters they portray.  
Puppeteers manipulate them using strings tied to single short bars or two crossed-bars held by hand, 
while standing on an elevated horizontal platform and leaned onto a horizontal bar that is fixed across 
the stage about the shoulder-height of the puppeteers.  A small band of musicians provides 
accompaniment using a harmonium, a violin, and a drum.   

Performances are held as community events at public spaces suitable for community gathering, mostly 
during festive times in the months of May and June, while special shows are held at schools and higher 
educational institutes.  Makeshift stages, made of wooden frames and covered with black curtains on all 
sides to camouflage the strings to create an in illusion of reality.  Performances are held in evenings in a 
well-covered space under dim light to enhance the illusion. 

6. Conclusion 

Even though several audience and government institutions related to ICH exist in the country, UNESCO 
ICH Conversion 2003 is not implemented properly. The ICH National Committee coordinated all ICH 
Stakeholders and their ICH related activities at present. When the ICH policy is finalized, UNESCO ICH 
Convention 2003 will be implemented properly for the safeguard of ICCH Sri Lanka.  
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4.2 Expert Report  
 

Expert Report from Korea 
 
 

The Status of Korean Intangible Cultural Heritage Act and Inventory-making 

 
Mr Yang, Jinjo  

Senior Arts & Culture Researcher, National Intangible Heritage Center, Korea 
 

 

Intangible cultural heritage (ICH) teaches us valuable lessons with its internal values; it is also a medium 
that connects the past, present, and future and is the origin of creative ideas.  

 

Lƴ мфснΣ ά/ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘέ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳǳƭƎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ōŀǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
the safeguarding of ICH. Following the establishment of the Act, Jongmyo Jeryeak, or the Royal Ancestral 
Ritual Music, was designated as Important Intangible Cultural Heritage No. 1 in 1964, and the 

Identification System of Important ICH Skill Holders (ַא⅝ᶴ ᶷ ◓ Ṓ┬▫ ╬♬Ⱡҵ) was created in 

the 1970s. Additionally, in 1982, a holder-focused transmission system was established, and successor 
training became mandatory for the holders. In the 1990s, Intangible Cultural Heritage Division was 
founded at Cultural Heritage Administration (CHA) and Certification System of Honorary Holders was 
developed in 2001. Finally, in 2013, National Intangible Heritage Center (NIHC) was inaugurated to 
promote the safeguarding, transmission, and exchange of ICH. The Center is a place where people can 
gain hands-on experience on various ICH activities including performance, exhibition, education, 
research, and international exchange.  

Lƴ нлмрΣ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ά!Ŏǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
tǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜέ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмсΦ 

New Intangible Cultural Heritage Act 

In March 28, 2016, the Korean government implemented a new ICH act to advance the ICH safeguarding 
and management system. The government aimed at newly establishing a policy framework and ICH 
safeguarding system, in accordance with the UNESCO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage, and strengthening numerous policies to enhance societal demands for ICH.  

ά!Ŏǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ tǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ру !ǊǘƛŎƭŜǎΣ мл 
chapters (Chapter 1 General Provisions, Chapter 2 Formulating and Promotion of Policies on Intangible 
Cultural Heritage, Chapter 3 Designation, Etc. of National Intangible Cultural Heritage, Chapter 4 
Recognition of Holders, Group Holders, Etc., Chapter 5 Successor Training and Public Presentations, 
Chapter 6 City/Provincial government Intangible Cultural Heritage, Chapter 7 Promotion of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage, Chapter 8 Implementation of UNESCO Convention, Chapter 9 Supplementary 
Provisions, and Chapter 10 Penalty Provisions), and 7 addenda.  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ м ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŎǘΣ ƛǘǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ άǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
contribute to the development of human cultures by creatively transmitting traditional culture and 
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enabling the citizens to utilize such traditional culture through the safeguarding and promotion of 
ƛƴǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦέ !ƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ tǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ άǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
promotion of intangible cultural heritage is to maintain the archetype of intangible cultural heritage, 
giving due consideration to the following: 1. Cultivation of the national identity, 2. Transmission and 
development of traditional culture, and 3. Realization and enhancement of the value of intangible 
cultural heritage. The term άŀǊŎƘŜǘȅǇŜέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǾŀƭǳŜΣ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜΣ ƻǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ L/I ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ ό!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ нΣ 
Enforcement Decree of the Act) 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀǊŜ άŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜƭȅέ ŀƴŘ άŀǊŎƘŜǘȅǇŜΦέ ¦ƴǘƛƭ ƴƻǿΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƻƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ 
the ICH system that was based on conservation of original forms. In the UNESCO 2003 Convention for 
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, it is defined that ICH provides communities with a 
sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting respect for cultural diversity and human creativity; 
therefore, ICH is a concept that is opposed to conservation of original forms and is relevant to the 
emphases on individual and community participation as well as education.  

Following the establishment of ICH Act, many legal bases were changed. The new Act was revised in 
agreement with these changes and its characteristics are as follows:  

1. Expansion of ICH Safeguarding 

The scope of ICH safeguarding was expanded after ICH Act was established, making it 
possible to designate and safeguard various fields including traditional knowledge, oral 
culture, and traditional ways of life, in addition to existing craft and performing art skills. As 
a result, elements that receive public attention and have potential to be developed as 
cultural heritage elements are identified and reviewed by the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
Committee to be designated as National Intangible Cultural Heritage.  

2. Designation of National ICH in Need of Urgent Safeguarding 

The Korean government established a legal basis for designation of national ICH in need of 
urgent safeguarding in order to enhance the effectiveness and satisfaction of ICH 
designation support and improve customized assistance by stage depending on 
environments and situations of transmission. In particular, ICH in danger of disappearance 
can be designated as National ICH in need of urgent safeguarding to receive comprehensive 
support. One example of the support is a system that entails discovery and fostering of 
successors and improvement of transmission environments based on in-depth analysis and 
consultation per element. 

3. Variation of Transmission System 

The transmission system includes both transmission education based on apprenticeship and 
through university. The system aims at moving away from the current apprenticeship-based 
education and linking with university education so that young and talented successors can 
be introduced through various paths. By varying the introductory paths of potential holders, 
safe transmitting environments and a foundation for transmission can be built. Universities 
that are selected by the government to offer successor training are required to create 
official curricula that allow students to take ICH training for 3 years with additional 21 
course credits. The successor training provides an opportunity for the students to be 
certified trainees and possibly become future successors.  
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4. Enhancement of Traditional Craft Product Certification System and Bank of Traditional 
Craft Products 

To improve self-sustainability of traditional craft products, the government has 
implemented promotion policies that focus on improving various indirect support projects 
that are intended to increase demands. The Traditional Craft Product Certification System 
and Bank of Traditional Craft Products have been implemented to enhance customer trust 
and sales in traditional craft products. Development of new designs and integration of 
individual craft projects, such as Grand Exhibition of Korean ICH, have been carried out to 
maximize the synergies among the projects. Also, the government provides start-up 
business consultation to successors to vitalize local economy through job creation. 

5. Justification Enhancement of Successor Evaluation through Execution of Successor 
Evaluation and Certification Issuance by Cultural Heritage Administration 

were previously responsible for conducting successor evaluations and issuing certificates 
for completion of successor training. However, NIHC under CHA is now in charge of these 
tasks to increase transparency and objectivity of the certificates, thus, improving skills of 
certified trainees and justification of the certificates. Elements for evaluation are selected 
based on demand surveys of holders and group holders, and successors of the elements are 
evaluated after submitting their evaluation applications. 

The newly-revised ICH Act not only make ICH more accessible to the public but also offer a 
guidelines for the international community to devise effective policies to promote ICH 
safeguarding. 

Inventory-making 

Inventories should be first priority when safeguarding ICH. According to Article 12 of UNESCO 2003 
/ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ άŜŀŎƘ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊǘȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŘǊŀǿ ǳǇΣ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƎŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ more 
inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory. These inventories shall be regularly 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ-making is the most basic part of safeguarding activities that identify and 
formalize the existence of ICH that are transmitted in States Parties. 

Following the designation of Jongmyo Jeryeak (the Royal Ancestral Ritual Music) in 1964, an inventory 
for 137 elements including Haenyeo (Korean female divers), which was designated in 2017, was created. 
Indicators for inventory-making are transmission value and an environment in which ICH can be 
effectively transmitted. The value can be measured based on indicators, such as historicity, scholarship, 
artistry, and representativeness. The environment is determined based on sociocultural value and 
sustainability. The process of inventory-making is written in regulation of national ICH element 
designation and holder identification (Cultural Heritage Administration Instructions no. 388). First, the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee yearly reviews and establishes plans for national ICH designation. 
Every year, the plans is posted on the website of CHA for over 30 days until January 31. Once 
applications for ICH designation are submitted on the authority of a city mayor or provincial governor, a 
survey group is organized. The group is consisted of 5 or more experts in relevant fields and conducts 
paper-based survey, field survey, in-depth study, etc. After completing the surveys, reports are drafted 
and reviewed by the Committee. Report results are graded based on the indicators and presented as 
items, but only the results that received 60 points and above are put on the table for discussion. The 
elements reviewed by the Committee for designation are announced on the official gazette for 30 days 
and longer to notify the public and receive opinions. Within 6 months from the final day of the 
announcement, the Committee decide on the designation after due consideration. Finally, upon the 
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finalization of the decision, the elements are designated by announcing on the gazette, holders or 
owners are notified of the result, and letters of designation are issued.  

 

<Status of National ICH Elements and Successors as of June 30, 2017> 

 

Category 
Type 

Traditional 
performance 

& arts 

Traditional 
craftsmanship 

Traditional 
way of life 

Ritual & 
ceremony 

Traditional 
games & 

martial arts 

Traditional 
knowledge 

Oral 

tradition 
and 
expressions 

Total 

Designated 
Element 39 51 3 15 16 1 - 125 

Sub-
element 46 51 5 18 16 1 - 137 

Successor 

Holder 67 66 4 16 18 - - 171 

Assistant 
Instructor of 
Successor 
Training 

173 50 1 37 28 - - 289 

Certified 
Trainee 4,364 608 29 470 573 - - 6,044 

Total 4,604 724 34 523 619 - - 6,504 

Group 
Holder 32 1 1 18 14 - - 66 

Honorary Holder 6 6 - 4 4 - - 20 

Successor Scholarship 
Recipient 21 58 - - 2 - - 81 

 

Basic/General Lists and Preliminary Lists 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά!Ŏǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ tǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜέΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ L/I Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘΦ Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƴŜŜŘ of ICH designation, 
ICH lists are created to record information of national ICH. Since 2015, 43 experts from various fields 
have organized 7 meetings to make records of over 1,800 heritages. Based on the records, 53 experts 
from 20 ICH areas created basic ICH lists.  The lists include ICH names, categories, types, summaries, 
successors, successor groups, succession areas and methods, practices and characteristics, future 
directions for surveys, research results, pictures, etc. NIHC has developed and implemented 10-year 
plans for a comprehensive ICH survey by category that are based on lists of over 1,800 heritages; the 
survey focuses on the current status of ICH transmission. In 2017, the Center is currently carrying out a 
pilot survey for agronomics and fisheries in Jeonnam area (Southern-west part of Korean Peninsula). The 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΣ ǾƛŘŜƻǎΣ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǇƭƻŀŘŜŘ ƛƴ άYƻǊŜŀƴ L/I LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
{ȅǎǘŜƳέ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΦ  

Preliminary lists are created to systemize the designation process of national ICH. This year, more than 
100 elements will be selected to be on the list, and it will be developed to improve rationality and 
predictability of designation. The elements will be selected from 1,800 elements which included in the 
basic list.  Previously, survey plans for designation were made based on requests of local governments 
every year; thus, it was difficult to ensure objectivity of reviews conducted by the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage Committee and obtain enough information on elements. To overcome these challenges and 
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ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ ƭƛǎǘǎΣ /I! ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ άwŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ƛǎǘǎέΦ 
Elements on the lists are reviewed for designation; the lists are updated every 5 years. 

Step List Item Period Department 

Step 1 Basic List Over 1,800 In-depth study and 
archiving every year 

Research & Archiving Division, 
NIHC 

Step 2 Preliminary 
List Over 100 Announced every 5 

years 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 
Division, CHA 

Step 3 Designation 
List 

137 
Elements 

1-2 elements designated 
every year  

Intangible Cultural Heritage 
Division, CHA 

 

Management of National Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 Designated national ICH are managed in five ways: 

1. Successor Training 

For the safeguarding and promotion of national ICH, national ICH holders and holder groups 
are required to conduct successor training (Article 25, Act on the Safeguarding and 
Promotion of Intangible Cultural Heritage). They have to submit successor training plans 
and results reports to Administrator of CHA until January 31 of the year after and until the 
end of January 31 of the year, respectively. They can submit their training plans and reports 
in an electronic format. They can also receive a certain amount of financial assistance in 
accordance with άwŜƎǳƭŀtions on Provision and Management of National ICH Transmission 
!ƛŘǎέ 

2. Periodical Survey 

The Korean government has to conduct periodical surveys on the status of succession 
activities and other relevant matters every 5 years. The information obtained from the 
surveys are used to establish plans for the safeguarding and promotion of national ICH. The 
periodical surveys include information on national ICH holders and holder groups, current 
status of craft and performing art skills of assistant training instructors, successor training, 
transmission activities, training facilities, management and operation of training funds, etc. 
The results of the periodical surveys are used to build basic information for policy 
development and create effective management systems for successors. 

3. Monitoring of Public Presentation 

National ICH holders and holder groups, except in exceptional circumstances prescribed by 
Presidential Decree, have to make public presentations of ICH at least once a year (Article 
28, Act on the Safeguarding and Promotion of Intangible Cultural Heritage). They can decide 
on the period of the presentations with consideration of the characteristics of their ICH, but 
they should make it easier for the public to participate and view the events. However, in 
case of craft art, craftwork should be presented for at least 3 days. Performing art 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ άǎƻƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴǘƛǊŜǘȅέΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŀŦǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ άŎǊŀŦǘǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎǊŀŦǘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻƭŘŜǊs and 
holder groups can request financial support to NIHC by submitting their presentation plans. 
The Director-General of NIHC can provide such support with the consideration of element 
characteristics, event size, number of participants, etc. Through monitoring of the 
presentations, materials for ICH safeguarding and transmission can be obtained and 
enhance ICH transmission systems. 
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4. Survey and Archiving 

The current status of ICH locations, transmission activities, and other relevant materials are 
surveyed, documented, recorded, and archived (Article 48, Act on the Safeguarding and 
Promotion of Intangible Cultural Heritage). The materials that are recorded, photographed, 
video-recorded, and written in shorthand are used for successor training and related 
contents. Research & Archiving Division of NIHC is responsible for building and managing an 
archive for all the documented materials. 

Support for National Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 The Korean government provides five different types of support to designated national ICH. 

1. Support for Start-up Business of National ICH successors and Production of ICH products 

The government support ICH successors with start-up businesses and production of their 
crafts to contribute to their self-reliance and industrialization of the ICH products. The 
assistance is given to the successors so that they can partner with designers for their 
products. Also, one-on-one mentoring consultations between successors and experts are 
organized to give helpful tips on developing start-up business models. 

2. Bank of Traditional Craft Products 

7 experts assess and certify craftwork by ICH successors. All the products are sold at ICH 
craft shops and presented at exhibitions. The Bank provides opportunities to sell, rent, and 
exhibit craftwork to promote craft making activities and enhance value of traditional 
culture. This system leads to a circular flow of craft art activities by building a foundation for 
advertisement of Korean culture at the international level and demand creation for 
traditional craftwork. 

3. Support for ICH Performance and Exhibition 

Within the available budget, public presentations, such as performance and exhibitions, 
mandatorily receive financial assistance. For instance, in case of craft art, the NIHC 
purchases entries of the National ICH Successor Exhibition and prize winners of the Grand 
Exhibition of Korean Craft Art. Also, necessary support is given for distribution and 
production of craftwork as well as market expansion. In case of performing art, support is 
provided for traditional art performances, thematic events, and on-sight ICH events. 
Additionally, permanent performances, which are organized every Saturday, and 
performance contests for certified trainees are other examples of support provided to 
identify new promising elements and successors. 

4. Support for Successor Training Facility 

Currently, support is offered to 152 successor training facilities that operate various training 
programs throughout the country. In addition, financial assistance is provided to found a 
new facility and repair existing buildings. By allowing people to use the facilities for free 
contributes greatly to transmission activities.  

5. Globalization of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

The main goal is to contribute to promoting cultural diversity by designating Korean 
ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ YƻǊŜŀΩǎ мф ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ¦b9{/hΩǎ 
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representative list of intangible cultural heritage of humanity. By 2018, the government 
plans to designate Ssireum, wrestling, as the next element in the UNESCO list. 

bLI/ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ L/I ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ¦b9{/hΩǎ 
representative list of ICH of humanity to Korea. This will encourage exchanges between Korean 
and foreign ICH successors. In addition, efforts are exerted to promote overseas expansion of 
Korean ICH successors and craftwork. The focus on the overseas expansion helps spread value 
of Korean ICH throughout the world, increase its international competitiveness, and identify 
new entry strategies for the overseas market. Moreover, embassies and consulates regularly 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ άYƻǊŜŀƴ L/I ²ŜŜƪέ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎΦ 
Participation at various overseas exhibitions, expositions, and fairs is one way to publicize 
Korean ICH and promote overseas expansion. 



 

61 

4.3 Presentations  
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