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1. Background

Under he main priorities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritg@@H)in Nepal, several capacity
buildingactivitiesin the framework of the 200€onvention have beeimplementedin Nepalsince 202. As
desired by the Government of Nepal to plan a South Asia levelegiibnal networking meeting to exchange
information and lessons learned towards the implementation of the 2003 Convention inesingevith
ICHCAP in Kathmandu in July 2816 event has been organized August16-17, 217 with the financial
support from ICHCAP

Nepal, as well as other countries in the regiddhutan, Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka,
share diversdiving cultures. Th&e countries share similar conditions due to a lack of resources and a limited
trained national capacity in the field of safeguarding their intangible cultural heritage. However, in light of
rapid development, the threat of natural disirs and increasingly globalized societies, these systems are
jeopardizedwith a greater risk of losing the lesser known aspects of ICH.

In this context,the main objectiveof the meeting focused omsharing experiences along the countf & Q
processes ofafeguarding and inventorying ICH, as well as the leskmarnt and the measures takenhis
strategy proposes tofoster international collaboration between networks of experts and governments to
enable the effective implementation of the Convention byiomal governments. The exchange of courses of
action undertaken at the national and local level dhdir effective practice will also encourage countries to
work towards the same goals supporting and inspiring each other.

Nepal in particulat needs adgal framework which supports and nurtures the safeguarding of intangible
cultural heritage at both national and local levels, as well as preparing a clear inventory of its intangible
heritage. The meetinghelped Nepal in envisioning its own approach teeate an inventory of intangible
cultural heritage; an essential step for future nominations of the rich intangible culture the country has.

Five countriedrom the region were represented in the meetin@@hutan, MaldivesNepal Pakistanand Sri
Lanka ad (see Annex | for the list of participants). The meeting lafdedwo days and was facilitated by
three experts from the regiorgs well aswo localexperts and a colleague from UNESTHixe in Bangkok




OVERALL GOAL

To foster international @llaboration, build and strengthen international and regional networks of experts
and government stakeholders for the effective implementation of 2003 Convention in Southsia.

OBJECTIVES

The main objectives of the meeting are:

Exchange knowledge, gd practice and lessons learnt on policy, couhtSgio@esses concerning
inventory-making, preparing nominations to the UNESCO ICH lists and safeguarding measures
undertaken;

Discuss the modalities of future networking to exchange information and kngeledncerning the
safeguarding of ICH;

Develop action plans for future national asdbregional collaborative work for ICH safeguarding in
SouthAsia.

2. Meeting Overview

Day 1:Wednesday 16 August
OPENING SESSION

The inauguration was chaired Wr Bhaat Mani Subedi, JointSecretary, Ministry of Culture, Tourism and
Civil Aviation of Nepal. Nipuna Shrestha (UNESfliGe inKathmandu)ffered opening remarks, welcoming
all and highlighting th@eed to improve the social and culture wellbeing of comitias, andfor sustainable
developmen. She stressed theases of success and the need to look after intangible cultural heriBge.
SeongYong Park (Assistant Direct@eneral of ICHCAR)called theprevious meetings including the 2015
Intangible Cultual Heritage Symposiurm Bhutan and the 2016 meeting in Goa, India. He stdt¢he
meetingQ &  LJdzNstrdhgth®n codperation betweeBouth-Asian statesn orderto achieve ad safeguard
their goals and addressed thechallenges in developing anapplying safeguarding measures and the
opportunities to foster and share experiencéte wished talevise plans and strategies for ICH safeguarding
andto develop regional cooperation.

Ms Doung Bich Hanh (Chief, Culture Unit, UNESEiDe inBangkok) hyhlightedthat we can safeguard
heritage for generations to com&he emarks from Shankar Prasad Adhikari (Secretary, Ministry of Culture
Tourism and Civil Aviatiofycused on thework to safeguard ICH and prepdfeH elements to nominate for
the Representativeist of ICHBharat Mani Subedi (Jo#®ecretary, Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil
Aviation) hghlightedthe success foprevious workshops and thatepal) &ulture is very diverse, and it is
difficult to capture all aspects of ICH



SESSION IPolicy, Legal and Institutional Situation in South Asia: Approaches and challenges of
safeguarding the ICH at National Level

Ms Duong BictHanh stated thalCH is something livirgnd that he role of the communities isighlighted
during the implementation othe Gonvention It provides the community with a sense of identity and
strengthens their community.

UNESCO has relat€dnventions, including:

1. The Convention@cerning theProtection of World Qultural andNatural Heritage
2. TheQonvention for theSafeguading of thelntangibleCQultural Heritage
3. TheConvention on theProtection andPromotion of theDiversity of @ltural Expression

ICH elements change over time. There is diversity of cultural expressioliure as a product activities
goods ad servics, economic valuesObjecives of theConvention include:to safeguard respect aeate
awarenessandoffer assistance

Shealsonoted that the ICH elements on thast of Urgent Safeguarding somehing that the country sees
the elemens are onthe vergeof extinctions andhat need a lot ofattention specially fronthe international
community. This is onef the measures th&€onvention creates so that thaability of the elementcould be
ensured State parties may request financial assistance, and fegquests have been received so .far
Importantly, he fund is only for member states to access.

Dr Yonten Dargye, Head thie ResearchDivisionof the Ministry of Home andQultural Affairs, Bhutanquring
the Bhutan presentationpointed out that. K dzii | tiffc@t@®n oNWNESCITH Gnvention was in 200FEven
though Bhutanconsiders culture as very important, bititdoes nothave a policy as such. It is included in the
overall national developmentandBhutan is pledged to create a legal framewdtkr iecoqiizing the legal
framework extensivemeetings with different stakeholdsthave beenorganized The country hasreated
the cultural heritage sites bill in 201B6loweverthere is an instructin to merge the bill ashte government
R2 S ay Mdiargé huyhliieof bills for one sectorThe cultural heritage bill has beenafted and submitted

to the Ministry of Home andCQultural Affairs. He noted that Bhutan is in need of a bill and they hibpell
come soorto conduct thecultural heritagesafeguardingas panned

Mr Ibrahim Mujah,Head ofthe Heritage Section of the Department ofHeritage andEducation, Maldives
introducedthe Maldives argipelago of around 1190 islands, where only 200 islands are inhalsitetthat
Maldivian people display a mix of feaés resembling Africar\rabian anduth Asian peopleand indeed a
mix of culturesThe country experienced d&ange of religiondrm Buddhism to Islam, and from monarchy to
democracy. Many traditions that hafermed what we know todayrom these transiibons Multiple cultural
practiees can be observed, includingerforming arts oral literature, seafaring culture ardiversecuisine.lt

is evident that more research is required to document ttdtural history of the Maldivesbefore it
disappearsand ageate an inventory of ICHThe ICHCommittee has proceeded to create a national ICH
inventory based on documentations. The maimatlenges faced in safeguarding ICH aeparation by sea
lack of regulations and lasyand imited technical experience. Thmuntry counts ondws relating to sites
and property in antigueand archaeologicaknd historical value. Th@®ecentralizationAct provides all the
islands to manage culture and historical wgitiés. In light of the workshop conducted by BSCO in 2016,
the Department isworking towards the goal of implementing the national ICH inventory

Ms Ritu SethilCH Expertindig LIN2 A RS& | ONAST adzYYFNE 2F LYyRAIQa
government representativeshe speaks under hemm expettise andon her own behalf.ICHin India counts

on multiple programmesscholarshipsnd facilities. There arebroadly 3 institutions and 5 domains of ICH.

India is a vast country, and thdinistry of Women andChildren and various other ministries areténested

in working towards ICH policieRegarding the second aspect of |@Hile it works in schools ettNCERT
(National Council of Educational Research and Trgindeyelopscurriculums for schools etc. and has a



subject for craft. Unfortunately vgrfew schools have opted for thisndvery few textlmoks have been
created. Yoga wasubmittedand approvedor the nominationon the list and more ICldspectsare pending.

Mr Bharat Mani Subedloint- Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Qiviation of Nepalsharedthat
Nepalratified the Gonvention in 2010. Before th€nvention there wasno separate culture policyThe
National Cultural Policy was formulated in 2010. Howewd#ferent polides wereworking towards the
safeguarding of Id To talk specifically abotie legal provision, thgresentConstitution of Nepalwhich
was promulgated two years backs progressive in terms of ICH. Othestrument areAncient Monument
Preservation @pyright Act etc. The Gowrnment created devebpment trusts, example, Lumbini
Development Trust. Institutional arrangementsvere created and the government and local grougse
cooperatingtogether to worktowards safeguarding ICHfter ratification of theConvention in 2010, a new
cultural policy wa introduced- it is under the modification stage.édhoted that at the moment Nepal is
state of transition, and institutional arrangemerttave to be doneAlthough it is very difficultafter 1 or 2
years it will be managed. Theigrity of cultural feritage at the momentis very low for the government as
they are morefocusedon big infrastructureprojects after the earthquake. More thai23 languagesre
spokenin Nepalthat is another difficulty for managemenbgether withfinancial and human reswces.

Mr Nazir Ahmad (Pakistashared thatPakistan National Council of the Arts (PNCA) is working to promote
vistal and performing arts, with théirst national art gallery, as well as the National 1&khive project.
Nazir highlightedvho is whowith a catalogueand postdevolution scenarioThere idimited of capaity and
insufficient sourcesEffectivecoordination between federal and provincial governments is needétbre is

no safeguarding plaat the moment The communitiesare the creator anadwner of heritageHe invital the
countries towork on multinational nominationsthe goal can be achievedéollaboration with communities.

Mr Walimunige Sunil, Directggeneral, National Library and Documentation Services Bdard Lanka
explained thathe Ministry of Qulture and Arts hasdevelopedvarious policiesThe national committee was
started by theNationalLibrary of Sri Lanka.

Panel Discussion I.Addressing the challenges: Feedback and future directions from policy, legal and
institutional perspective

The first panel discussion was moderatedN\lyDanister PererdExpert, Sri Lankalir Bhim NepalExpert
Nepal) played a roleas a rapporteur. The main issues raised refer to the lack of resources, lack of
independent ICHpolicy, low priority given to ICH sector, intellectual property rights and taek of
coordination among the stakeholders.

Other questionsaddressedissuesregarding the necessitto treat ICH as a separate subjeaind having
guidelinesMr Nazir Ahmagdthe Pakistani delgate, statedto havea governmentgiving priorityis easier said

than done. One reasotheyhaveQi 0SSy a4 dz0O0OR2yFRNdet KA BS(H BIPE REKOS 2y
can contribute to the work that those sectors are doing. Hbey contribute to econmy etc is a matter of
interest ard courage to create awareness. There was a concern onov@idrship or crossborder ICH
similarities.But the reply from different colleagues of UNESE®Rathmanduand Bangkok, together with the
experts was that ICH dagnot rely on ownership but on practice, asiltiple countries can havéhe same

ICH. The ownershipoweveris always with the community, but when several countries share the same ICH is
not a matter of ownership of one specific country, as culture isrdevend can be performed in different
communities.

Finally some comments were made noting ttiadre should be one policy for IC&hd that pactitioners
shouldhave more assurance for their righggarticularif the market is more commercialhe negave
impact of media sometimes does not hetpthis regard



DAY 2:Thursday 17 August

Session Il. Sharing experiences: Inventorying the ICH, information system and lessons learnt

Ms Shubha Chaudhu(Expert India), presented the keynote on ICH in tleirit of the 2003 Convention.
Dealing withcommunitybasedinventoryingis required under theConvention b reinforce the sase of
identity and communityThe Convention does not specify it being exaand if the state party accepts the
inventory then thisis sufficient It will always be a work in progredsor theinventory you may extend the
scope of what is considered ICH. Some patrties used classification systems, othedramfb there is no need
for hierarchies. Shubha reinforced the idea thihere are no clear instructions as to howhould such
inventory be. She highlighted thataenmunity participationis vital and egular community feedback is
needed during the inventory process.

Dr Yonten Dargygresented thelCHtransmision methodsfor Bhuan. Measures being takeare: policies

bills and regulations, caring out written documentationprganizations involved in the ICH documentation.
ICHCARupported theproject, whichrSa dzf G SR Ay GKS Llzof AOFGA2Yy 2@ WLY
2015.The research projeahcluded the documentation of festival andICH elements The ugent need to
safeguardCH in Bhutan at the momeit hindered bylack of laws, lack of skilled human resources, lack of
relevantdivisions/departments, the neeof moreresources and laalf collaboration

Mr Bharat Mani Subedisted the activities carried out by theMinistry of Qulture in Nepal. The National
Quiture Policy (2010) includes festival language and dialects, protection of indigenous culture efithe

challenges addressed weresustainable management of ICH, inadequate government $umehpact of

globalization, ational integrdion through cultural identity and very diverse cultural communities.

Mcb T ANJ I KYIFR f A&0SR hestation & Gomypidisies @dvihcialf ofnesiSpiack lofa
capadiy, lack of awarenesdack ofworkshogs on inventorying ICH, andewy diverseCH. The way staetl in
Pakistan with a basic text dhe 2003 Gonvention being translated intothe national languagef Urdu
Training workshops have been planned for communities in collaboration WNESCO and therdt
workshop is being arranged in southern Punjathasecond quarter of this year

Mr W. Sunilexplained that theMinistry of Qulture andArts in Si Lankajointly organized 3 workshops for
capacitybuilding for the implementation othe UNESCO 20@nvention, d funded by UNESZNew Delhi
andthe Japanesé-undsin-rust. There i@ plan formaking annventory based owrultural centers in Sri Lanka.
TheNationalLibrary can acas the focal point.

Panel Discussion Il. Addressing the challenges: Feedback and future directions on ICH inventorying in the
spirit of the 2003 Convention and managing information at national level

With Dr Seongrong Parles the moderator andWis Ritu Sethi as the rapporteuthe panel discussion started
with Mr JinJo Yan@ gresentation on the Status of Korean Intangible Cultural Heritage Acireseatory-
making.From 1962the Korean government has conducted safeguargirgjects at the government level
recently they could revise their existing act so they could come up with a newclCiH 4962 theQultural
Protection Heritage Act was established and &ification system was established. 2013National ICH was
established.

During the dscussion among the panel membessveral different issues came uplr Nazir Ahmad
highlighted that mtional ICH holder groups are required for successive traigitigey have to perform
training, all bearers of ICH have to aduct training, and thatA § Q& y 2 i N& ladrdeentlor Y I
disagreementNew approachks to Policy and Administration were requested and sometimesrbhentory

making could be aeverending process



The Korean governmeritas set a good example throughet ICHonvention thathas been theprecedent for
the whole session. Inventoriesia be changed and modified just like the living heritages they repree. &
a road map.

Session llISharing experiences: Towards the nhomination, safeguarding and petiogiporting

Ms Ritu Sethiopened the sessionn sharing experiences, goagbmination process and guidancéomeof
the key concefs that were mentioned aselevantfor nomination and safeguarding werthe community is
lying at the foreg they are the beagrs of heritage, culture is living and evolvingeguarding as a measure
of ICH, ontinuingthe transfer of knowledgedr future generations. Ritu explained thairessideration will be
given solely to such ICH as is compatible to human rights and airsaiste developmeng, there lies the key
to a good nomination and safeguarding process.

Strengthening the knowledge and skill of practicacmnmunitiesand noving to the aspect of safegrding
measuresshe emphasized that thel@ments may need some forof safeguarding in the nominationhow
the safeguarding will seek to maintaémd strengthen its condition. There is a need topaet of the longer
safeguarding prcess of the measures planned. Themination now clearly integrates the requirements
suchas economially sustainable practicegnvironmental sustainability including economic development,
peace and securityShe expressed that theabic technical rguirements of the nomination are therpvision

of documentary evidenceNominationto the List is the start of the process, community involvement needs
to be at center of nominatiorinvolving younger generations.

Dr Yonten Dhargyffom Bhutan noted thatisce Bhutan has no nométion proposal at the momerthere is
nothing elseto shae. But onemonth ago India proposed Bhutan to nominate Sowa Rigpa (traditional
medicine)

Mr Nazir Ahmacdexpressed the dty and responsibility oluthorities to safeguard ICHhe key concept of
free prior and informed consent was a primaryrfrawork under which thevork has to be carried outlocal
schoolteachersvere alsoinvolved in the documentation and thegcedure for submission of fileRINESCO
has asked to include communitiesgroups and individuals practicirtgis element inICHinventory, the
consert of all the community members and theammitment to remove the dficiencies by September 30
2017.

Mr W. Sunil, explained thahere are 2 main elements that exist in [@HSri Lanka. He highlightestample
of traditional string puppets dramand thetraditionalmartial arts, sharing a video of both.

Mr Bhim Nepal presented on behalf of Bhard#lani Subedj addresgd that nomination has not been
submitted by NepalThe Ministry of Qulture asssts for ICHsafeguardinggnd communitiesthemseles are
also invdvedin safeguarding as wellVarious semgovernment agencies are also involved arwkl agencies
of the government are condiing safeguarding activities. They are at the momemgparing the periodic
report.

Ms Duong Bich Hanh highlighted that thists of theGonvention onUrgent Safeguardingis not a formof
punishmentg it is a tool. All the procedure and guidelines can be found on the webtitecriteria, thelists
of the Gonvention,Urgent Safeguardingd.ist and he Register ofGood Practices

Panel Discussion lll. Addressing the challenges: Feedback and future directions on nominations,
safeguarding and periodic reporting

The final panel discussion had@s Duong Bich Hanh, Chief of Unit and Programme Specialist for Culture,
UNESCO Office Bangkokas the moderator. The issues raised and discussed wereddausinstitutional
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development, operational suppodnd regional cooperationThe necessity of having an 18bldy ¢ dealing
with only ICHwas also raisedThedebate centered on the neetbr a legal body for ICHHanhhighlighted
that there is a lot of overlapghenlook at the ICHinstitutions.

During the discussion for a dradttion plan and the way forwardirequest was made if the action plan is
not legally binding to have a formavhere delegates can identify the issues and have sagt&itiesand
future collaborations. The expertslisted the issuedor further elaboration(see sectior8. Moving forward.
Recommended Actions). Additioniey points raised were:information shamg, meeting of youth of the
region andto have a multinational nomination.

The drafted action plan focused on this points:

I. Need for Institutional Development

Il. Operational Support

lll. Capacity Building and Sensitization including technicgl@up
IV.Safeguarding Measures and Revitalization

V.Regional Cooperation

11



3. Moving Forward: Recommended Actioh

Background

The subregional ICH Network Meeting in South Asia was held eh718ugust, 2017 in Kathmandu, Nepal.
Representatives ofState Parties, most of whom have ratified the 2003 Convention participated for an
exchange of approaches, experiences and lessons learnt in the implementation of the Convention at the
national level.

The hosts of thisubregional ICH Network Meeting wedCHCARhe UNESCO Category Il Centre based in
Korea, together with the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu and the Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil
Aviation of Nepal.

Presentations were made by country representatives from Bhutan, Nepal, Pakistan, M&ttdimash not

ratified yet it is in the process of doing so) and Sri Lanka. There was no representation from India and
Bangladesh. Presentations on issues were also made by experts from India, Sri Lanka, Korea and Nepal an
by representatives from ICHCAPheTmeeting was widely attended by government officials, NGOs,
practitioners and experts from Nepal, Sri Lanka and India. Over the two packed days the benefits of sharing
experiences of implementing the 2003 Convention in the-gion were evident. It wasgreed that
meeting, sharing views and experiences, finding common ground was both useful and necessary. The
platform provided a sharing of experiences concerning policies and processes for ICH safeguarding to State
Party representatives and to all othepsesent and led to the development of flamework of common

needs and areas of concern as part of the concluding session.

In addition, as part of the concluding session a draft statement that reflected the common concerns and
shared issues of State Padiwas presented. It is drawn from the common needs and areas of concerns that
were developed and discussed during the tday meeting and is based on shared experiences and ground
realities faced in implementing the 2003 Convention in the-gdion.

The® recommended actions keep at its core the philosophy of the 2003 Convention on Safeguarding the ICH
and its Operational Directives.

These Recommended Actions have been drawn up as a guidance for State Parties keeping in mind regional
realities and the pacticalities involved with safeguarding and sustaining the ICH. The State Parties can
develop their own list of action plan based on this, with own priorities and timeframe, to implement at
national level and take advantage of regional/selgional collaboative mechanism to advance some of the
key actions. These would provide the building blocks towards the achievement of théelomgoals using
national as well as international funding opportunities in the future.
These actions have been developed basedhe papers presented by State Party representatives on their
current situation, lessons learnt in the implementation of the 2003 ICH Convention, further elaborated by
the two days of discussions. The recommended actions are presented under the fglibeines:

1. Policy Support

2. Operational Support

3. Capacity Building and Sensitization

4. Regional Cooperation

Finally, it was expressed over the tglay consultation and in the concluding session that the possibilities of
a joint nomination would beexplored by State Parties within the shderm; and furthermore that a bi
annual networking meeting continues to be held in the sebion to share the learning and experiences,
successes and failures, through collaboration with ICHCAP, and coordindi®&H$/0 Field Offices in South
Asia.

! Recommended@ions have been shared with the delegates for their feedback and subsequent approval in December
2017. Bhutan and Pakistan have already approved it.
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Recommended Actions

Program / Theme: Policy Support

Objective: To strengthen policy, legal and administrative framework of ICH institutions

The need for a National ICH Policy was strongly advocated. Swityawoutl be aimed specifically at implementing the 20D8nvention for

the Safeguardingof the ICH Though being in line with the convention it would focus on the specific situation and the profile of ICH in the partic-

ular country, while sustaining the collaboira spirit of UNESCO.

Developing a policy framework specifically oriented to ICH is seemed to be a major requirement for all countries, as tiespecific policies

or legislation that support ICH Safeguarding.

Activity Timeframe | Expected Outcome| Means of Verification Key Responsibility Beneficiaries
Carry out a wider survey and prepare a stal 12 months | Review Report Sectorwide analysis Line Ministry of Cultwal | All ICH
of existing institutional, administrative and List of ICH instituteg Affairs stakeholders
legal framework NGOs can also be
involved
Formulating a National ICH Poli{@ycluding | 12 months | Policy document in| Draft Ministry All stakeholders
vision, mission and strategies) place Feedbacks National focal point
Stakeholders
Developing a functional and resourceful 12 months | Master / National | Periodic reporting Ministry All stakeholders
National Plan including safeguard plans ang plan in place M&E National focal point
recovery plans, addressing threats, risks, Locd action plans | Progress reports Provincial ministries
management of ICH, Inventories (at all Institutional plans | Budget ICH related institutes
levels), Challenges and concerns, etc. Safeguard plans No. of Projects
ICH projects
Creating a beneficial galatory environment | 12 months | Updated legislation| Draft Ministry All stakeholders
and enforcing national ICH legislations Legislation National focal point
Regulations
Feedbacks

Amendments




Program / Theme: Operational Support
Objective: To expnd the scope and improve the quality of operational support for ICH for projects, programs and plans

Successful implementation of the ICH convention is often held back, as ICH is mostly part of larger bodies of heritage degaltment, and
legisldion related to implementation is scattered across various ministries or departments and thus does not have the key frous.tish
institutional space with other areas of heritage and culture did not do justice to the needs of ICH. This is alsohsrdags the 2003 Convention
is a relatively recent one and needs greater emphasis. Part of the policy development would also entail creation oresirengthtitutions

involved with ICH and empowering them with specific responsibilities

Activity Timeframe Expected Outcome Means of Verification | Key Responsibilityl Beneficiaries
Developing a mechanism for networking 24 months | Functional and effective mech-| Discussions Line ministry All stakeholders
collaboration and coordinatiofvertical anism Progress reports Provincial minis-
and horizontal / national, provincial, lo- tries
cal) Local governments
Seeking necessary financial support in- | 24 months | Timely increased budgetary Budget proposals Line ministry All stakeholders

cluding facilitation of international assis-
tance

allocation for ICH
Nationalassistance system in
place(e.g. Social security sys-
tem for practitioners, or emer-
gency fund for ICH at risk)

Allocations
Procurements
Progress reports

Provincial minis-
tries
Local governments

Building sbstantial links with sustainable
development including integration of pro;
grams beyond those marked as cultural

24 months

Linked projects and programs

Proposals

No. of projects
No. of programs
Feedbacks
Progress reports

National focal point
Other nstitutes
working with SDGs
/ non-cultural pro-
grams

All stakeholders

Introduce a documentation process into | 24 months | Documentation process in plac Periodic Status Reports | ICH Institutions Community
the regular plan of ICH institutions to cre, Published documents and texty by ICH Institution National focal point| Practitioners
ate regular update on inventories, registf in local languages No. of ICH institutions | ICH experts Transmitters
of community/ groups/individuals includ- Preparing and publishing trang creating updates Researcher Government
ing periodic statuseport on safeguarding lations and creation of the Con| No. of publications Academia

initiatives and/or measures

vention and ODs, ICH relevan
documents and textsto na-

tional and local languages

No. of documentation on
inventories




Program / Theme: Capacity Building and Sensitization

Objective: To streamline the capacity building of all ICH associated stakeholders and develop relevant human resources

Capacity Building for successiulplementation is a critical aspect and required at multiple levels. This would involve awareness raising of the Con-

vention at all levels, development of curriculum, skill development aimed at sustainability of ICH.

This includes sensitization towards cuétlissues and an awareness of the importance of ICH, and of a community based, bottom up approach. The

latter is the biggest challenge and appears to be counter intuitive to most agencies involved in implementation.

communities / practitioners / transmitters /
indigenous communities, etc.

improved and applied
in sustainable
livelihoods among
relevant target groups

No. persons trained
No. new
craftsmanship
entries

Feedbacks
Progress reports

Academia
ICH experts

Activity Timeframe Expected Outcome | Means of Verification Key Responsibility Beneficiaries
Enhancing ICH sensitization among policy 24 months | ICH sensitive policy No. programs Line ministry and other | All
makers and development planners makers and No. policy makers relevant ministries stakeholders
development planners| No. Dev. Planners National focal point
Feedbaks UNESCO National
Commission
Improving ICH responsiveness of Civil society 12 months | High ICH No. CB programs National focal point All
cultural activists/Community based responsiveness among No. persons trained | Academia stakeholders
organizations through seminars, workshops a Civil society/ cultural | No. ICH experts
involvementin ICH projects. activists/Community | Feedbacks Mass media
based organizations | Progress reports
Conducting skill development programs for IC 24months ICH oriented skills No. prograns National focal point ICH

communities /
practitioners /
transmitters /
indigenous
communities




Introducing ICH oriented approaches for 24 months | ICH oriented No. of programs No. | National focal point ICH experts
experts, acdemics and researchers into their approaches applied in| of researches Universities Academics
routine programs, and creation of ICH programs / curricula | No. of publications ICH training institutes | Researchers
specialization among them. condwcted by experts, | No. of ICH related Re®arch institutes UG students
Introduction of ICH in curriculum at school an( academia, and subjects in school PG students
in research at university level. researchers curriculum Practitioners
No. UG / PG studentg
doing ICH research
Creating ICH awareness among youth and 24months Increased number of | No. of programs Line ministry and other
school children ICH oriented activities| No. of students relevant ministries
and excursions amongd No. of teachers Institutes related to
youth and school No. of schools youth programs
children No. of areas National focal point
No. of youths Academia
Manuals ICH exprts
Teacher guide books| Mass media
Feedbacks
Improving ICH receptiveness among media, | 24 months | Increased number of | No. programs Line ministry and other | All
writers and publishers ICH friendly media No. media institutes | relevant ministries stakehdders
activities / No. of writers Institutes related to
performances and No. of publishers media HRD (Human
publications No. of books Resource Development
No. articles National focal point
No. of educational / | Academia
documentary ICH experts
entertaining Mass media

programs




Program / Theme: Regional Cooperation

Objective: To maintain a meaningful dialogue and effective coordination among the international parties and agencies in ligwigeeeable

terms

The importance of regional cooperation was at the créixhe meeting. The meeting had been organized with the hope of setting up a network or

means of regular information exchange, cooperation and collaboration and resource sharing by way of expertise and expahersgrit of

international cooperation \wich is at the heart of the 2003 ICH Convention.

Activity Timeframe Expected Outcome Means of Verification Key Responsibility Beneficiaries
Regularizing Regional and Interna- | 24 months | Regional ICH body / council Meetings UNESCO regional office All the state
tional consultations and interactions Feedbacks State parties parties
Reports
Declarations
Establishment of crogegional in- 36 months | Wellmannered Information shar- | MOUs Regional ICH council All the state
formation sharing systems ing mechanism Feedbacks UNESCO regional office parties
Periodic reports State parties
Facilitating a mechanism for networl 36 months | Functional mechanism for network Feedbacks Regonal ICH council All the state
ing crossborder collaboration ing crossborder collaboration Periodic reports UNESCO regional office parties
State parties
Encouraging regional ICH Inventori¢ 36 months | Regional inventory and database | No. of state parties Regional ICH council All the state
and databases place No. of elements UNESCO regional office parties
No. of database entries | State parties
No. ofaccessions
Encouraging mukliNational ICH nom-| 36 months | Increased number of multinational No. of nominations Regional ICH couit All the state
inations nominations No. of inscriptions UNESCO regional office parties
State parties
Exchanging ICH expertise across th| 36 months | Continuous exchange programs | No. of state parties Regional ICH cogil All the state
region No. of exchanges UNESCO regional office parties
No. of experts State parties
No. of programs
MoUs
Feedbacks
Fostering ICH for peace restoration,| 36 months | ICH integrated with building peacg No. of cases Regional ICH council All the state
conflict resolution, integration and No. of resolutions UNESCO regional office parties

reconciliation

Feedback Reports

State parties




4.1 Country Reports
Country Report Bhutan

Qurrent status on developing legal framework on culture in Bhutan

Dr Yonten Dargye
Head of Research and Media DivisiN@ational Library and Archives, Royal Government of Bhutan

1. Introduction

As Bhutan has maintained independence throughout its history, there had been no obstacles to
evolution, development, preservation or conservation of intangible cultural herit&gg)(in the country.
There had been a variety of forward steps throughout its history. The heyday of ICH had come to fruition
since the establishment of the monarchy in 1907. Under the benevolent rule of our great farsighted
monarchs, Bhutanese folklore,taoral traditions, rituals, customs, ceremonies, festivities, traditional
technologies, and learning had flourished. Bhutanese intangible cultural heritage transmitted from
generation to generation, constantly evolving and renewing itself with the passdgee.

But today, the space of the ICH is undergoing dramatic change with the increasing impact of
globalization, urbanization and consequent trend for assimilation of cultures and traditions. The modern
trends of mass culture and art are invading BitutExposure to foreign cultures through increasing
interaction and television is having a positive impact where livelihood issues are concerned, but is also
having a negative impact on our culture and traditions. Ways of thinking are gradually changing in
response to the new challenges. Thus the successful preservation and promotion cultural values is a
challenging task however sound and healthy the safeguarding system and policies are.

2. Safeguarding system & policy
1) National Law/Act

Currently, cultwal preservation, protection and promotion activities are mostly being carried in
accordance with the following existing policies, legislations, guidelines, rules and regulations and bills:
1. . Kdzity wHnuwn mphpd 602dzy iINEQEA GAAA2Y R20dzYSydaou
Legal Deposit Act 199
The Movable Cultural Property Act of Bhutan 2005
The Movable Cultural Property Guidelines 2006
The Religious Organizations Act of Bhutan 2007
The Religious Organization Guidelines 2010
Basic Guidelines for Conservation of Heritage Sites 2008
Constitutian of the Kingdom of Bhutan 2008

© N gk wDN
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...the State shall endeavor to preserve, protect and promote the cultural heritage of the
country and entrusts every citizen with the

2) Current Status on developing legal framerk on Culture

20092010: The National Library and Archives in coordination with Office of the Attorney General
started preliminary preparation of Draft Archives Bill
2011:Department of Culture requested UNESCO New Delhi office for technical cbopemadevelop
legal framework in the area of heritage in Bhutan, particularly:
1. Heritage Sites Bill
2. Archives Bill
3. Intangible Cultural Heritage Bill

Ms. Moe Chiba, Programme Specialist for Culture, UNESCO New Delhi identified Interiagiaha
expert, Prof. Toshiyuki Kono, Distinguished Professor of Law, Kyushu University, Japan and arranged the
first meeting with the Department of Culture on March 2011.

The framework of cooperation between the Department of Culture, Kyushu UniversityUNESCO
New Delhi formally established to enhance efficient technical and financial cooperation to develop
national legal framework in the area of culture in Bhutan from 3 October 2012 to 2 October 2015 for
three years (to be extended for three years lir2 October 2018). Prof. Kono and Ms. Chiba has

provided guidance throughout the drafting process and looked for consistency with international
heritage laws.

2012 to 2015: Preparation of Draft Heritage Sites Bill
-Reviewed Draft Archives Bill
-Extensive discussion with Department of Culture and other relevant stakeholders about
the requirement to draft Intangible Cultural heritage of Bhutan
-The National Library and Archives prepared Draft Intangible Cultural Heritage Bill in
consultation with Ms. Me Chiba and Prof. Kono

3) Drafting of Heritage Sites Bill was completed and hadeaiss of consultation meetings

1. The Bill was discussed within the Department of Culture and the Ministry of Home and Cultural
Affairs.

2. The legal aspect afrchaeology in rlation to the Bill was discussed in a twday workshop on
April 20 and 21, 2012. Participants included relevant eminent members of the Parliament,
Culture Officers of the twenty Dzongkhags, and officials of other relevant government agencies
and the Dratshng.

3. Discussed relevant aspects of the Bill with the officials of the Division of Human Settlements of
the Ministry of Works and Human Settlements.

4. The Bill was presented to the twenty Dzongdas and discussed during the Annual Dzongdag
conference held 2014

5. Discussed the Bill with officials of the relevant government agencies during the Poverty and
Social Impact Analysis (PSIA) of Heritage Sites Bill launch workshop on February 24, 2014.
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6. Thearchaeology workshop in November 2014 introduced the Bilthes stakeholders, which
included relevant eminent members of the Parliament, officials of other relevant government
agencies and the Dratshang.

7. Discussed sustaining cultural landscape with officials of the relevant government agencies and
CSOs in the Cultal Landscape Panel sessions on Augustl7, 2014 and August 5, 2015.

8. Discussed protecting heritage sites relating to agricultural land and livelihood with officials of
the Department of Agriculture on August 14, 2015.

9. The Bill has been distributed to most tie relevant government stakeholders (including
Dzongkhags) for review and comments.

10.The Bill was translated in Dzongkha and consistency with laws in Bhutan was undertaken by
Garuda Legal Service. The Dzongkha translation was further reviewed by istgraglteam.

During the86th Lhengye Zhungtshog (Cabinet Meetirttgld on 1st September 2015, the Ministry of

1 2YS YR /dzf GdzNI € ! FFIFANR &adzoYAGGSR al SNRGEZAS
protection for heritage site (immovable cultirheritage) and received the following directives as per
the letter no. C3/86/81 dated on 14 September 2015:

To explore the possibility of merging provisions of béémgible and Intangible into one Bill

The intent of the Act should not be to impose trigions but to look at providing incentives and ways to
encourage people to pursue the conservation initiatives.

The economic developmental aspects such as construction of hydropower projects and other such
important activities are not hampered while muing the conservation of heritage sites.

9 October 2015: As per the instruction of Cabinet, the Department of Culture had a meeting and decided
to work on merging the three draft bills (Heritage Sites, amend the Movable Cultural Property Act 2005
and the Intangible Cultural Heritage Bills) into one Bill @altural Heritage Bill. The work was
spearheaded by Ms. Junko Mukai in coordination with relevant focal person from Division of Cultural
Property and the National Library and Archives.

18 November 2015Concept of Cultural Heritage Bill introduced to Ministry of Home & Cultural Affairs
(MoHCA)

4) Cultural Heritage Draft Bill

Dec. 2015Sept. 2016:Amendment, merging, translation into Dzongkha, drafting of rules and
regulations, consultation meetings witlstakeholders as a due process
completed and the Cultural Heritage Bill along with its background report was
submitted to the concerned ministry (Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs) for
inclusion in the agenda for deliberation in the Parliament.
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Couwntry Report Bhutan

4

LY@Syi2NBAY3a GKS L/ 1Y {KFENARY3A . Kdzil

Dr Yonten Dargye
Head of Research and Media Division, National Library and Archives, Royal Government of Bhutan

1. ICH Transmission System

At present in Bhutan, ICH information or kwedge/skills is transmitted mainly through following
mediums/vehicles: through parentshildren through means of oral tradition and, practice and learning;
through traininglearning in the schools and institutes; through practice out of individual inter&égus,

skills have been passed down from parent to child and from teacher to student through traditional
apprenticeship training system.

Redizing the importance of safeguarding ICH, the government has started recognizing those individuals
with exceptonal expertise in the field of ICH with honour and incentives. The National Library and
Archives has a plan to carry out mapping/iti§ying of individuals and groups who embody ICH
throughout the country.

2. Transformation and Assimilation

The space of thdCH is undergoing dramatic change with the increasing impact of globalization,
urbanization and consequent trend for assimilation of cultures and traditions. The modern trends of
mass culture and art are invading. Exposure to foreign cultures througbaisiog interaction and
television is having a positive impact as well as a negative impact on our culture and traditions. Ways of
thinking are gradually changing in response to the new challenges.

3. Some of the reasons why ICH is in danger

i) Education
With children going to school these days, the rituals and festivals are beginning to lose their original
place of importance and priority in the minds of the younger generation; some of the children and even
some grownups show disinterest in their own custoraad traditions such as death rituals. This being
the case, there is a real threat to their transmission within the community as educated youth will drift
away from the villages to the urban centres for employment, thus losing the touch with the Lhop
community and its cultural practices.

il) Socieeconomic Development

Due to rapid soci@conomic development in Bhutan, people are increasingly exposed to modern ways
and amenities, thereby threatening the authentic core practices of their customs and tradiitis.

the changing times and attitudes in the community towards materialism, the traditional character and
way of thinking is also changing. Younger generations are now driven by modern thoughts and over time,
their ageold culture and traditions is threahed.
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iii) Oral Tradition

Most of the customs and traditions are based on oral tradition and do not exist in written form to this
day. At present they exist purely in oral form and thus stand the risk of extinction with the passage of
time and the passig away of the elderly people who are the keepers of the traditions. Already, the
present generation seems to have lost a great deal of the past due to lack of any written documents.

Measures taken:

Realizing the threat posed to ICH, the Royal GovernrmmeBhutan, through different government and
non-government organizations, is supporting and encouraging preparation of policies and bills, carrying
out research and documentations, conduct of workshops/meetings and bringing of publications on ICH.
But what we are doing at present is just a small part, we have long way to go before we could put
proper safeguarding measures in place.

4. Capacity Building Workshops

Under the technical support and financial assistance coordinated by the UNBESKIOthreecapacity
building workshops were conducted in Bhutan from 2012 to 2014 on different themes as follows:

1. Capacity Building Workshop on Implementation of the 2003 Convention at the national level
from 14 to 18 May, 2012. It had the participation of a tothl8 participants which comprised
of district culture officers, focal points from the National Library & Archives, Department of
Culture, Folk Heritage Museum, Institute of Language & Cultural Studies, HEISYHIAS
Development organizatienan NGO basedn Bhutan having ICH mapping as one of their
programmes.

2. Capacity Building Workshop on Commusigsed inventorying of Intangible Cultural Heritage
under the Implementation of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage iBhutan was held from April-2, 2013. There were 20 participants including
district culture officers , focal points from the National Library & Archives, Royal Academy for
performing arts, Institute of language and Cultural Studies, Institute Traditidedicine,
Institute of Zorig Chusum (13 arts of Bhutan), National Museum of Bhutan, representative from
Local government officials and UNESCO Nat&imtan.

3. The third and the final workshop on the Process of Preparing nomination Dossiers under the two
lists of the Convention: Representative List of ICH and the List of ICH in Need of Urgent
Safeguarding was held from 4 to 8 March 2014. There were participants from all the relevant
agencies.

This Capacity Building Workshops were stigied coinciding withthe process of Inventorying ICH
undertaken by Bhutan with the assistance and financing provide by the ICHG®#R and it facilitated
to great extent.

5. Governmentrelated organizations carrying out ICH Research and Documentation
5.1. National Library and Arclies of Bhutan

The Research and Media Division under National Library & Archives of Bhutan (NLAB) as government
organization is mandated with responsibility to undertake research and documentation of ICH of Bhutan
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in order to preserve for posterity, therefe the division works towards fulfilling its responsibility with
different programmes/projects as follows:

Project details:

5.1.1 Development of Inventory making Project (ICHCAP) and publication of Bhutan ICH Book

As part of the efforts to safeguard HCin Bhutan and to create awareness among the younger
ASYSNI GA2ya lo2dzi GKS AYLRNIIFIYOS 2F add0dzREAY AT LIN
the Department of Culture through the National Library and Archives proposed, in association with
ICHCR, a project for thedevelopment of a national information system of ICH in Bhufidre project

was formally launched in November 2011 with a symposium presided over by Dr-8aogdark, then

acting Director General of ICHCAP, and Mr. Dorjee Tsheieg Director General of Bhutan
Department of Culture.

The main research team for this ICH project was composed of seven mami@eagop Karchung,

Galey Wangchuk, Jigme Choden, Tshering Choki, Sonam Yudon, Sonam Yangdon, and Yeshe Lhundrub.
Within the timelimit imposed by many other commitments, they patiently journeyed to remote villages

of almost all districts, enduring many hardships along the way. The field trips were undertaken by car as

far as possible, but most travel was made on foot as the comiegnéind villages to be surveyed were

in far-flung areas. They met with community members of various ages though in general only the most
experienced and knowledgeable village men and women were invited to contribute data. This was done
through various infamal talks but mainly through directed interviews with individuals who had practical
experience of ICH matters in their own area. The team gathered up information both on ICH activities

still practiced today and on those now forgotten except in the mensooievillage elders.

The data collected from primary sources through interactions, interviews, and field observations were
noted in standard notebooks. Cameras and audio recording equipment were used to document local
social and cultural activities, ordfaditions, folklore, and songs. Once back from the field, the
researchers consulted and referred to a number of secondary sources, mainly books and documents
that deal with the cultural life of Bhutan, to crosscheck and analyze field data. The writafghgdata

and compilation of this report remained a work in progress for much longer than we would have wished,
LINAYOALI ff& RdzS G2 GKS 6ARS a02L)S 2F GKS adzmeSoi
commitments in their respective positis.

Although the project was originally scheduled for a duration of two years and four months (Sejt 2011
Dec 2013), it was extended further by one year and eight months as the report compilation, writing,
translation, and editing were delayed due to tedtal problems.

The results of four years of research in the book, entitl#dngible Cultural Heritage of Bhutan (ICH)

was formally launched on 29 July 2015 at Hotel Le Meridian in Thimphu, Bhutan, being graced by His
Excellency Lyonpo Damcho Dorji, Miar for Home and Cultural Affairs, Royal Government of Bhutan,
and representativeof the Cultural Heritage Administration of the Repuldit Korea andDirector
General ol CHCAP in the presence of many dignitaries and ICH enthusiasts.

In conclusion, wera very happy to acknowledge that book would not have seen the light of day in its
present form without the generous financial support of ICHCAP. The book, we hope, will serve as basis
to lay the groundwork for a full national inventory of ICH of Bhutan.
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5.1.2. Development of Database and Documentation of ICH elements

In continuation of documentation carried out under the funding project ICHCAP, the Research and
Media Division of the National Library and Archives has started carrying out research and
documenation of ICH elements across all districts of the couturigelp preserve itThe researched and
documented heritages will be made online in various forms such as document, image, video and audio
formats for all the internet users. The internet users wiidit only find the cultural element and its
description but will also find the location details of the element including villalgek,anddistrict.
Furthermore, the users will have access to the researched information on the extinct culture as well.

The above online information will not only help the staff of the NLAB and the Department of
Culture maintain the records of the cultures in Bhutan but will certainly help national and international
anthropologists/researchers to find information on the sgiecicultures of Bhutan without much
difficulty. Besides, this online database will provide a platform for fellow citizens to learn and
understand their culture bettern this webbased database, the researched data are categorized under

7 domains and it Vit be further divided into categories, genres and elements based on the uniqueness
and characteristics of the culture. The internet users can search for elements based on dzongkhag
(district), Gewog (block), domain, or simply by typing the element nankeyword(s) in the textbox of

Basic Search.

The database has already being developed by local software designer. The provisional database is
available atvww.bhutanculture.bt

5.1.3. Documentation and research of Bavals

Every dzongkhag (district) has numerous ancient religious and folk/ritual festivals mostly conducted
annually; some of the festivals are conducted once in two to three years. The festivals play vital role in
binding community members together, thuiving in peace and harmony. It also reflects community
identity. But as the village communities are increasingly exposed to modern ways and amenities, the
younger generation is increasingly oriented towards the modern world and is proportionately less
enthusiastic to participate in festivals.

While previous generations have been able to sustain festivals by observing and understanding the
celebrations and through their shared experiences and memories, the younger generation is
comparatively less inforntkabout the festival tradition that so identifies them as their heritage. Elderly
community members express concern that festival celebration will lose its prestige and priority in the
minds of younger generations with each passing year, and that suttagicsi might contribute to the

loss of an important local religious and folk celebration.

So in order to preserve and protect the tradition of festival celebrations, the Research and Media
Division aims to document and research festivals of every disiridt bring out a special volume of
report on each district. The Division has currently covered Bumthang District and the result will be
published in book form and will also be available in website.

5.1.4. Documentation and research of traditional calligraphigylgagraphic and print culture

With easy modern computer technology, the traditional calligraphic and xylographic printing heritage is
threatened. The country is rapidly approaching the stage at which a massive store of oral tradition, skills
and historicaknowledge including calligraphic and xylographic printing culture could very well suffer an
inexorable decline.
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Without proper research and documentation, the significance of this heritage that our forefathers
valued so much may not be properly understioand appreciated by future generations. There is now a
ONARGAOFE FYR AYYSRAFGS ySSR (G2 AyadAaddziS | F2N¥YI
traditional calligraphic and xylographic printing culture, before this knowledge is lost to usuttwgsh

to produce a series of comprehensive and authoritative works on the historical development of this
heritage, and to make the results accessible to the public.

The main objective is to identify and document the calligraphic, xylographic and pitotrec with

appropriate research on its historical development and significance, and to bring out a comprehensive
0221 FYR I @ARS2 R20dzYSyidlINE YR ONBIGS | aYdzaSdz
authoritative source on this sacred heritage.K S LINRP2SO0G | fa2 FAYa G2 oNRI
knowledge about this heritage so that its significance does not fade away.

The project is already implemented and, research and documentation is underway.
5.2. College of Language and Cultural Studies,t$akTrongsa

The College dfanguage and Cultural Studies, Taktse, Trongsa, has implemented a project of The Bhutan
Cultural Atlas (BCA) being funded BINESC®lew Delhi World Heritage Centre, and the Oriental
Cultural Heritage Sites Protection Alliand@ance. The Bhutan culture atlas aims at documenting
tangible and intangible heritage across all districts in the country to help preserve culture. The project
also aims in providing informed database for policy makers, the department of culture, iistépt
tourism, national and international audiences. The documentation that is carried out in the field is then
standardized and uploaded on a dedicated website.

The project began some years ago, and the college presented the outcome of its first phiage oS

Kdzi 'y / dzf GdzNB ! GfF&¢ 2y 1 LINAREf HTI Hwamc AYy | g2NJ
phase the culture mapping would be shifted to Zhemgang district. The BCA project has currently covered
two districts: Bumthang and Trongsa. Thelocumented result available at website
www.bhutanculturalatlas.org

6. Non Government Organizations
6.1.{ KS2dzy ! 3SyOe F2NJ . Kdziit yQa [/ dzf GdzNF £ 520dzySydlt

The Shejun Agency was established in 201B the aim of preserving and passing on the rich cultural
heritage of Bhutan to future generations. Shejun presently focuses on the documentation and study of
Bhutan's written heritage and oral traditions. Shejun works in close collaboration with ladaep the
Department of Culture under Bhutan's Ministry of Home and Culture and with leading international
research universities such as Cambridge University and the University of Virginia.

Shejun documentation and research mostly covers the wide rarfgmtangible and oral cultural
elements including Oral traditions and expressions, Performing Arts, Social practices rituals and festive
events, Traditional craftsmanship, Traditional knowledge of food processing etc. These are all covered
within their overall documentation project rather than being pursued with individual focus.

Project Details

Title:52 OdzYSy Gl A2y 2F . KdzityQa LyGry3IaotsS FyYR hNIE O
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Purpose:To preserve the intangible and oral cultures from vanishing within the swift globafizatio
impact by digitizing for future generation, which can be a rich cultural repository of knowledge and
resources for future academics and students to study and learn.

Duration:5 years.

Results2 AGKAY 2dz2NJ GKNBS | yR KI f F |&I&mehtddde covkrydSand g A RS
documented in audievideo formats and were able to produces around 2000 offline videos of various

tittes with metadata and transcripts. Over 100,000 raw pictures of cultural elements are collected of
which about 20,000 are catajed with metadata. Over 15000 cultural subjects were identified and over

600 of them are summarized with descriptions. The documentation projects also made an initiation to
census the worshipped spirits of Bhutan while we also documented about 3000 @avesrstarting

from administrative hierarchy to the local places.

6.2. The Music of Bhutan Research Centre

The Music of Bhutan Research Centre (MBRC) was founded in 2008 by Kheng Sonam Dorji to document,
preserve, and promote the traditional music of Bhutainy RS NJ { 2yl YQ&a  SI RSNAKA LIZ
new ground by professionally researching, recording and archiving the many musical traditions of the
O2dzy iNEQa RAGSNAS NBIA2YyFfX fAYyIdAAGAO YR SOHKYA!
musiciars in performance and interviews.

Since its establishment, the MBRC has archived over 80 musical elders; staged an historic reunion of
master singers and dancers from the 1960s royal court; produced the first book profiling Bhutanese
musicians; documentedillage music traditions throughout the country, and initiated severdlic
programs

1 In 2012 MBRC received coveted Civil Society Organization status from the government of
Bhuan.

1 MBRC develops compact discs, books, and videos based on fieldwork projects as resources
permit.

1 MBRC values collaboration and welcomes partnerships with other cultural organizations and
institutions that also share an interest in traditional Bhutanesgsic.

6.3. Bhutan Oral Literature Project: Culture, Language, Environment

Founded in 2010, the Bhutan Oral Literature Project: Culture, Language, Environment (BOLDP) focuses
on documenting and reinvigorating the vanishing languages and traditional ecdlégiocaledge of

Bhutan for the people of Bhutan and the world. At present, thheumentation project is underway to
preserve the unique local dialects and languages of Bhutan. A researcher of the Linguistics School of
Culture, History and Language of ANUll€ge of AsiéPacific in Australia, Gwendolyn Hyslop, in
collaboration with Dr George N Appell and Charity Appell McNal#bspearheading the project.

7. Regents Needs to Safeguard

The National Library and Archives had a project (from 202014) with the éinding support of ICHCAP,
South Korea, to survey and document ICH in Bhutan. The research team during the project period
undertook trips to several places and met with several ICH practitioners and bearers. From the trip it
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was learnt that some of the ICElements are in danger of disappearance and in need of proper

attention of ICH guardians.

List of ICH which needs immediate research, documenrtand safeguarding measures:

SL. | ICH Name Location Transformation | Remarks
No. foreseen
1 Shamanistic prdaices such ag Across the Needs documentation tc
pawo, pam country safeguard
Nenjom. Terdag, jomo, etc.
2 Oral History/folklore Across the This aspect o] Needs urgent mappin
country ICH is in threat o] and
being lost| recording/dccumentation
completely
3 Traditional healing practicel Different Needs documentation
such as ruto tsugmi (bon| districts
setter), dug jibmi (Poiscen
sucker), etc.
4 Identified
Traditional skilled arts such as| pjaces
a) Chagzo (lIron work/blac
smitthing Needs safeguardin
measures
b) Slate carving
c) Potery (dzazo)
d) Bone work (ruezo)
e) Leather work (kozo)
5 Rituals, folk and religiou Across the
festivals and dances country
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8. Problems and Challenges for the safeguarding of ICH

The pertinent problemm and challenges faced while carrying out ICH safeguarding activities are as
follows:

Lack of law or legal guidelines;

Lack of designated/dedicated ICH Division to carry out the sole ICH related works;

Lack of trained/skilled human resources;

Lack of eough fund for in safeguarding activities;

= =/ =4 4 =4

Lack of coordination/collaboration and interactions between different ICH documentdtion
research organizations.

1 There is need to create awarenesssing of importance of safeguarding the ICH to general
public,especially to ICH holding communities, bearers and practitioners and decision makers.

1 There is also need to institu@venues and opportunities to recognize and honour outstanding
efforts of cultural preservation and promotion.

Conclusion

The Departmentf Culture, Bhutan, is proud for having abteprepare a draft Cultural Heage Bill in

which ICH is also included. The draft bill is awaiting deliberation in the Parliament. A total of three
workshops on capacity building and process of preparing naiimaossiers have been held in Bhutan

with support from UNESCO Delhi. Besides capacity building, the workshops also educated those working

in the field of ICH and stakeholders about the UNESCO Convention 2003 as well the importance of
safeguarding ICH. €hyoung staff (researchers) of the National Library and Archives having got an
opportunity to work under the ICHCAP support project gained tremendous experience in the research

FYR R20dzYSydlFrdAz2y 2F L/ 1 & L/ | /! aufkig effolt favefdduitedf & dzLJL.
into publication of first ever Bhutanese ICH book.

It is heartening to see that more Government as well as private organizations are either directly or
indirectly involved in the research, documentation and archiving of ICH. Oi¢epehiod two new non

government organizations (viz. Shejin2 NJ . Kdzi | y Q& / dzf (G dzNJ f adBfO@zy Sy G | (0 A
Oral Literature Project: Culture, Language, Environinbavve been established and they are directly

involved in the documentation anithventorying ICH. Because of more organizations taking part in the

ICH documentation activities, awarenasssing is increasingly created. Despite all these, there are still

lots to be done in the field of ICH safuarding. A positive trend has alreadyebeset and it is hoped that

time will come when Bhutan will have full ICH safeguarding measures in place and ICH inventory of its

own.
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Country Report: Maldives

The Current Status and Challenges of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) and
measureso safeguard ICH in the Maldives

Mr Ibrahim Mujah
Head of the HeritageDepartment of Heritage

Mr Ismail Ashraf
Department of Heritage

1. Introduction / Overall country situation

Situated in the middle of the Indian Ocean, the Maldives boasts anessjwe historical background
from its well over 2000 yeatsf human habitation among its 1190 or so islands. The Maldives has been
a stopover along the Indian Ocean trade route; the Maldivian people display a mix of physical features
resembling African, rabian and South Asian and South East Asian people. With the change of the
religion from Vajrayana Buddhism to Islam and the change of rule from monarchy to democracy,
Maldives have shown diversity in the range of cultures and traditions that have eviviedm the
identity of the Maldives as we know it today.

Practices such as dances, oral literature and performing arts along with traditional craftsmanship,
seafaring culture (celestial navigation), traditional medicine and cuisine can be observediaus var
levels ranging from national to individuals.

Unfortunately the history of Maldives is not well known. However, what we know today can be traced
through the left behind ruins, monuments, past events, literature, etc. Although some books are written
by foreign explorers and travelers on the history and culture of Maldives, the lack of proper
documentations of the history has meant that the bits and pieces from the different sources give just a
glimpse of the history of Maldives while several originghe history have long disappeared like the
footsteps on a beach where the waves constantly wash them away.

It is evident that more research is required to track down and document the history before its
disappearance. Therefore it is the number one priofir the country today to create an inventory for
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the country.

2 Prelslamic Maldives by Naseema Mohamet! dzo f A AKSR Ay Waly YR 9YJBANMRYYSY
forPrel A3G2NAO YR vdzr § SNY I NBE { imeR@®2.Q +2fdzyYS - - +LLI b2dwm
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2. Approaches/Policy, Legal and Institutional Framework concerning ICH in the country

The first official action on the protection of ICH was taken thtoagvorkshop organized by UNESCO in

GKS yIYS 27F WYL yODNROR @hiektidny/ for ihe Sgfmbddd of IntangibleQultural

Heritagec2 KI 4 | OGA2y F2NJ alft RAGSAaKQ Ay b2@BSYOSNJ Hnmcd
stakeholders of culture fel 4§ SR 2NBF yAT I GA2ya YR bDhQa 2F NBf SOl
and researchers. It was through this workshop that the Maldives truly identified the definitions of ICH

and importance of 2003 convention for the country thanks to the profesd from UNESCO who

elaborated the 2003 Convention.

Following the workshop, the Intangible Heritage committee was founded which include participants
from the workshop. The aim of the committee is to guide the policy level government executives
towards the 2003 Convention anithe importance of safeguardingtangible cultural heritage. After the
endorsement of the committee, the convention has now been forwarded to the Attorney General Office.
The Convention is now in the process of being presented tg#rkament with the legal advice of the
Attorney General. On being presented to the parliament, the convention will be debated upon by the
members of the parliament followed by a vote amongst the parliament.

While the convention is in process of being g#ated to the parliament, the committee has proceeded

to create a national ICH inventory based on documentations such as photos, video and books. This
method is however not the most efficient or accurate way to collect the information due to not being up
to date but will be a baseline for a startup. Even though the committee itself accepts that travelling to
the remote islands spread across the atolls of Maldives is the most effective way to collect the most
comprehensive information, the expenses involvedhe travelling and documentation for this method

is far above the financial availability.

Affiliated government bodies of ICH

1 Department of Heritage

The Academy of Dhivehi Language

1

9 National Archives

9 National Center for the Arts
1

National Library

It is also relevant to mention that there has not been any official inventory of the ICH created in
Maldives in the past and therefore not much attention had been paid for its importance until now.

3. Policy, legal and institutional challenges and lessdearnt regarding the implementation of the
2003 Convention

As with many other countries, heritage related projects and activities in Maldives have not been given
RdzS LINA2NARGE 2NJ AAIYAFAOFLYOS |G LRt AO&ImpoBa&t | yR
remained low.

It is stated in the constitution of Maldives to safeguard and protect the history of Maldives. In light of
GKA&a tSIAatlaAaz2ys + flg 6l a SYyF2NOSR 2y WdzZ & mMdpT @
Maldives of Ak [j dzSk ! NOKS2f 23A0Ff YR | AaG2NROIt @It dzS¢ o]
against destroying, dismantling or damaging any property of antique or archeological and historical

value located within the territory of Maldives. To this day it is faw that provides any legal strength to

heritage related work. It is important to know that this law does not mention or state any supporting
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values specifically to the ICHh addition, Dhivehi Raajeyge Idhaaree Dhaairaathah Laamarukazee
Usoolun Hingumge Gaanoorfthe Decentralization Act) which was enforced in May 2010 provides the
island councils with the authority of preservation and revival of cultural and historically significant
activities. In 2016 an aemdment was brought to this att

Institutions undertaking work related to different aspects of the ICH being under different Ministries,
within the government is also another challenge for the Maldives. In such cases we often find parent
organizations of the institutions unable to grasp the levelngportance in achieving heritage related
tasks. This results in the projects of such institutions being given lower priority by their parent
organizations. Within such institutes it is also difficult for all sections to work towards the same goal due
to each section prioritizing their own tasks in hand and being unable to relate or understand how to
connect the different concepts as one.

Lack of regulations to conserve and preserve heritage held by private collectors is also a challenge faced
by Maldivesdue to which cultural properties of Maldives are not protected from being exported or
transferred overseas and no Law or regulation has been formulated to address this issue.

The limited capacity in the field of heritage conservation and managementuge dhallenge including

the lack of trained staff on heritage management and lack of skilled expertise in conservation and
management of heritage facilities. More individuals need to be trained. Financial limitation is also a
challenge faced in the consetion and management of heritage taking in the costs of transportation
and other expenditures.

Challenges faced in safeguarding ICH:

1 The scattered nature of geography in the Maldives has caused different islands to be blessed
with its own traditions. Howver, due to the geographical dispersion some traditions are not
documented well and not well preserved.

1 The lack of proper regulations and law to preserve the ICH is another challenge.

1 The limited technical expertise and trained staff in preservingis@iso a major challenge. Also,
lack of equipment needed is a concerning issue.

1 The limited funding provided makes it hard to hire professional conservators and experts.

9 There are number of people unaware of the importance of conserving ICH. Thisdhas le
destruction in preserving ICH. It is vital for the public to understand the true value of ICH and
the importance of safeguarding it.

No institution has previously focused on ICH much and therefore there are no proper inventories made,
although the Dpartment of Heritage has taken initiative and is trying to put together a list.

Along with the above mentioned points, it is important to also mention that low level of concern and
awareness towards ICH by the communities within Maldives will take a trdous effort to change the
true value of the heritage and the need for its conservation, in preserving the Maldivian identity.

3 The amendment brought in 2016 states that the President of Maldives will finalize the mandate of all councils. (It
is from this amendment during the same year, the Rtest announced that among the councils, those which are
declared cities have had their authority of heritage site management reassigned to the Department of Heritage.)
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4. Inventorying the ICH, information system and lessons learnt

Since the Maldives is taking its first steps towards the 2003 @©nvention, strategies and
methodologies are at the initial stages where they will be changed or refined upon or during
implementation.

Below is a table showing the initial work plan tont& and inventorying the ICH.

T
=
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5. Nomination, Safegardingand periodic reporting

Since the Maldives is working towards creating an ICH list with the aim to implement the Convention,
there are no nominations up to date.

6. Conclusion

In light of the workshop conducted by UNESCO in 2016 the Department of Hentdd€H committee

along with other stakeholders are actively working towards the goal of implementing the 2003 ICH
Convention in the future. Currently, the Maldives is still in the beginning stage through creating the
National ICH inventory and have mangriters to cross. However with the current ambition and
teamwork on ICH, our spirits are high and hope to be successful with the guidance of UNESCO, ICHCAP
and experts of the field.

About the author(s)

- Mr. Ibrahim Mujah has been an employee of the Dépent of Heritage since 2010. Since joining the
Department, he has participated in multiple heritage survey programs and actively engaged in heritage
site conservation work. Currently he is the head of the Heritage section which is under the Department
of Heritage.

- Mr. Ismail Ashraf joined the Department of Heritage in 2008. Since joining the Department, he has
participated in international ACCU and ICCROM training programs and seminars related to museum and
heritage management. He has been actively vwagkas a curator and conservation officer for the
national museum and now works in the Heritage section where he engages in research and conservation
work.
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Country Report: Nepal

Safeguarding ICH in Nepal

Mr Bharat Mani Subedi
Joint Secretary, Culture Division, Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation, GoverniNepabf

Introduction and Overall Country Situation

With more than one hundred ethnic dncaste groups, Nepal is blessed with an immense cultural
diversity and various forms of living heritage and cultural expressions. The 2003 Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage was adopted by the Government of Nepal i®i2a&0.
2012 several capacHyuilding projects in the framework of the 2003 Convention have been
implemented. Nepal is in needs of a legal framework aiming at supporting and nurturing the
safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage at both national andalldevels. This includes the
strengthening of capacity building measures and setting up an inventory of intangible cultural heritage.

Approaches and Policy, Legal and Institutional Framework Concerning ICH
Policy

a. In 2011 the National Culture Policy wagnfmlated. The National Culture Policy has made
special provision for traditional knowledge and intangible culture heritage in general for the
social tolerance and national integration. Before that, there was no separate cultural policy in
the country.

b. Befae ratifying the Convention various organizaticrgovernmental and academic institutions,
as well as communithased institutions have been engaged in the promotion, safeguarding and
management of ICH.

c. However, different policies supported the efforts sdifeguarding ICH through various actions
and programs such as the Constitution, periodic plans, budget activities and other programs
through the line ministries.

d. The Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Avia(iploCTCA) is responsible for the
implemertation of ICH related programs. Currently, MOCTCA is making necessary amendments
to the existing National Cultural Policy (2011) in order to accommodate issues considering the
restructuring of the state governance.

Legal Framework

a. The Constitution of Nepaas provisioned the right to culture to the people having their own
culture and racial, linguistic, or other backgrounds.

b. Under the Constitution, there are various acts and regulations, namely the Ancient Monument
Preservation Act (1956), the Copyrightt (2002), and various development trust acts, e.g.
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Lumbini, Pashupati and Janakpur Area Development Trusts for the safeguarding of tangible and
intangible cultural heritage.

c. National Intellectual Property Policy (2017) further addresses folklore, ioadit cultural
expression, traditional knowledge, indigenous knowledge and the protection of genetic
resources.

d. For the promotion of performing arts, the government has established and operated Cultural
Corporation in 1971 which is also known as btz Theater of Nepal. Likewise, three major
academies, e.g. Language and Literature, Fine Arts, and Music and Drama were established for
the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage.

e. Indigenous Nationalities Development Act has created a body nama¢idrdl Foundation for
Development of Indigenous Nationalities for the same purpose. MoCTCA has created various
development committees under the Ministry in different parts of the country. They are entitled
to run the administration in the religioustual complexes and pilgrimage and promote
religious/pilgrimage tourism while enhancing infrastructure.

f. Recently under the new Constitution (2072 BS), the Government of Nepal has created 756 local
level administration units. These units will also work for thefeguarding of ICH at the
community level. For a long time, ti&uthi(Trust) Corporation is carrying out various activities
for the protection of traditionally inherited cultural performances under Bathi Sansthaiin
(Guthi Corporation Act).

g. For le@l and institutional matters the Constitution of Nepal (2072 BS) has made provisions to
create new laws. There will be special arrangement under the federal structure of government
in the field of safeguarding ICH. Several subjects are provisioned inotstitGtion (2072)
including right to culture and various commissions related to cultural affairs.

h. In the time ahead, the central government will have more focus on policy formulation,
monitoring and evaluation, setting the standard to implement the polidhe provincial
government is also responsible for policy and operation, and will work as a coordinating agency
for ICH. The local government will have main responsibility to safeguard ICH along UNESCO
mandate through community mobilization.

Institutional Framework

a. The MoCTCA is the leading agency for the policy, legal issues and coordination of ICH related
matters. In the same way, the Ministry of Federal Affairs and Local Development, the
Department of Archaeologyuthi SansthafiCorporation), variouacademies, development
trusts, the National Theater, the Copyrights Registrar Office, National Foundation for
Indigenous Nationalities, federal as well as provincial and local level governments are
responsible for the safeguarding of ICH.

b. Very recently MoCTCA has formed an ICH stakeholders group with the representatives of
aforementioned institutions to carry out the activities without any delay and duplication.

c. MoCTCA is coordinating their actions related to ICH through regular meetings, exchange of
information and preparation of action plans for the future.
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Policy, Legal and Institutional Challenges and Lessons Learned regarding the Implementation of the
2003 Convention

a. New comprehensive cultural policy is required for the safeguarding of ICH elentergs
difficult to segregate the domain of the elements for inventorying because of the
heterogeneous nature of the settlements of the communities.

b. The other issues are related to the ground realities such as the nature of the erstwhile
unitary compogion of country with reference to the transition of the state from unitary to
federal system.

c. The delineation of role and structure of the central, provincial and local authorities are
overlapping. Allocation of resources especially financial and husidre imain constraint.

d. Various ICH stakeholders are working in the inventorying and safeguarding process. Hence,
coordination among the stakeholders seems challenging.

e. Focused and structured awareness and sensitization activities in the communitietg e
recommended in order to engage them seeking their approval, as they are the practitioners
and bearer of ICH elements.

Inventorying ICH, Information System and Lessons Learned

a. Inventorying, safeguarding and documentation works are being carriethoough several
organizations and individuals by trained staff of MoCTCA and the Department of
Archaeology.

b. The importance of intergenerational transfer of cultural heritage was briefed through
culture awareness programs in several districts and regidgtisthe active participations of
target communities focusing on:

9 Cultural policy with a focus on the potential of culture for creative industries

9 Promotion of festivals and rituals, languages and dialects, literature and folklore,
traditional arts, perfoming arts, protection of indigenous culture

9 Information dissemination to the practitioner

9 Community participation for sustainable use

c. After adopting the ICH Convention in 2010, the Government of Nepal is making effort to
develop a standard inventoryingystem compatible to the prescribed UNESCO guidelines.
The major tasks according to the 2003 Convention are the following:

1 Preparing inventories of ICH of 125 communities and groups with the prior consent and
participation of the community

9 Supporting lockinstitution in ICH activities

1 Urgent inventorying and safeguarding of the endangered ICH in the territory
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d. The major issues regarding the process of inventorying of ICH in Nepal are the following:
9 Lack of adequate awareness raising programs andoiypauilding
9 Lack of governmental funds to safeguard ICH

1 Ensure the participation of communities, groups and individuals in the management of
their own ICH

1 Enhance human resources and take the advantages of the diversity of culture and the
heterogeneas settlement pattern of people

1 Enhance activities in the framework of an intergenerational transfer of ICH

1 Lack of adequate relationship between cultural products and market

=

Lack of coordination between governmental authorities and other involved sta#teho
e.g. nongovernmental institutions

Lack of sustainable management of ICH
Impact of globalization

Lack of national unity through cultural identity

=A = =4 =4

Lack of feelingf ICH ownership by respective groups, communities and individuals
Nomination, Safguarding and Periodic Reporting

In close cooperation, MOCTCA and UNESCO conducted a series of training workshops from 2012 for
further elaborating on the 2003 Convention and its implementation for a better understanding and for
focusing on the applied aspt of the Convention. Participants were chosen from different communities.

Some elements were identified for potential nominations. The government of Nepal intends to initiate
the process for the nomination of ICH items for the Representative List ofntiamgible Cultural
Heritage and the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices.

The major issues relating to inventorying ICH in Nepal is the identification of items for Good
Safeguarding Practices, the Urgent Safeguarding List and nominations for thesé&tgptive List.
MoCTCA assists the community members and practitioners for safeguarding the elements.

Being ICH practitioners, communities themselves are engaged in safeguarding practices through trained
members of their communities. Likewise, varioune lagencies of governmental and segovernmental
agencies are also involved in safeguarding activities.

The major issues and challenges are the following:
a. Preparing the inventory
b. Identification of ICH elements for the Urgent Safeguarding List

c. Nominatin of ICH elements to the Representative List
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d. Community seems more demanding rather than-sedfbilization in safeguarding their ICH
e. Diversity and homogeneous culture scattered around the country

f. Migration and scattered settlements

g. Inadequate human resourseo prepare the report/capacity development

So far, no document requested by UNESCO for the periodic reporting has been submitted. The report is
under preparation by MoCTCA and it will be submitted by the end of the year 2017. For that purpose,
the Ministry is coordinating with the concerned stakeholders both governmental anegoerrnmental.

Conclusions

With reference to the mentioned challenges the country is facing, the held meeting helped to envision
bSLIfQa | LIWNRBLFOK (2 IS dultuddideritage addyod g up 2aNditied an bdthy G | y 3
national and local levels. In the lomgn Nepal is aiming at preparing nominations for the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, and at setting up of a-al@mel policy ad
safeguarding mechanisms on ICH.
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Gountry Report: Pakistan

Safeguarding ICH in Pakistan

Mr Nazir Ahmad
Deputy SecretaryNational History and Literary Heritage Division

Introduction/ Overall Country Situation

Pakistan has been blessed with immense cultural diversity.hidteric sites of Ghandhara and Indus
Valley Civilizations are in fact complemented by magnificent intangible cultural heritage comprising,
practices, expressions, knowledge and skills, oral traditions, performing arts, social practices and
festivals. Edt Provinces of Pakistan has its own unique cultural traditions. The indigenous knowledge,
traditions and expressions which developed over centuries through interaction of human being with
their environment and guided our forefathers against hunger, diseaatural disaster, are our cultural
heritage. We are of the firm belief that our cultural heritage is a guarantee of sustainable development.
Therefore, we are committed to safeguard this heritage for the sake of continuity of our identity and
sustainabity.

Approaches/ Policy, Legal and Institutional Framework Concerning ICH

Pakistan ratified the UNESCO Convention, for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage in 2005
and the erstwhile Ministry of Culture was assigned the business relatinGHo As a result of 18
Constitutional amendment Act, 2010 the cultural subjects were devolved to provinces. However, there
was a need of a focal point at federal level to fulfill international obligations and commitments.
Therefore, National History andliterary Heritage Division has been created under Ministry of
information, Broadcasting and National Heritage and assigned the business of Safeguarding Intangible
Cultural Heritage.

At Federal Level National Institute of Traditional and Folk Heritage \(lteld) and Pakistan National
Council of the Arts (PNCA) have been working with great commitment to promote the traditional and
folk heritage along with Performing Arts.

The National Institute of Folk and Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa) is a speciadizeedion working for
research, collection, documentation, preservation and dissemination of Pakistani traditions and culture.
The intangible cultural heritage transmitted through oral means from generation to generation, is
constantly recreated by commities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction
with nature and their historylt provides them with a sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting
respect for over all cultural diversity and human creativity.

Lok Versa Media Camthas the largest archives of folk music of Pakistan in all the regional languages. It
has 1200 hours videos and 3500 hours audio recording of cultural traditions and folk songs. Lok Virsa
also holds an annual National Folk Festival in Aphie theme nicludes artisan at work and folk
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performances. This festival works as an instrument to introduce ICH to the visitors and thus helps in
preservation and promotion of ICH.

Similarly Pakistan National Council of the Arts (PNCA) also plays its role inipggsaraversation and

promotion of arts. During 2062011 PNCA, with the assistance of UNESCO carried out a project titled
GblGAZ2YIE LydGrFry3aaotS |1 SNR GB@Douls bidlEssicalSrugicdl Heritdge S NI { K
has been preserved and archd/ along with dance, drama, Pakistani feature films/documentaries and

2f R Odzf GdzNI £ LINRPINIYa 2F tb/! d¢KS NBFSNBYyOS 0221
catalogue of all the renowned performing Artists of Pakistan and work of arts they hastened

during their professional career.

The Government of Pakistan considering the need to build greater awareness, especially among the
younger generation, regardintpe importance of the ICH and of its safeguarding, carried out a project

G Ly (S nhgibld guitural Heritage (ICH) into teaching and learning for promoting education for
ddzadlr AylrofS RS@GSt2LISyildé Ay O2ftf102NIGAZ2Y GAGK | D
project the national team carried out a country wide sample surieyassess the situation of ICH

g NBySadaa Ay SRdzOFGA2Y YR fSIENYyAYyaId ¢KS adzNBSe C
curriculum developers, teachers, political advisors, media persons and policy makers. The findings were
shared with UNESC®June, 2013.

For the pilot activity under this project four schools from Lahore, two from Islamabad and three from
Peshawar were selected as partners. The teaching modules were developed in participation with
teachers, curriculum developers as well agditian bearers. Pilot activity was carried out from June
2013 to January 2014. During this period draft guide lines were also prepdrediraft guidelines were
reviewed by educationists, curriculum developers of the public sector and government education
department in a meeting held ond February, 2014.Third and final review was held at Islamabadn 8
December, 2014 in an advocacy meeting representing all parts of the nation gave their agreement to
use the National guidelines. These guidelines havenh@inted and distributed to all stakeholders for
further necessary actioWe are sure that thiproject will lead to safeguarding ICH in the Country.

After devolution of cultural subjects to the Provincial Governments, relevant institutions have huge
responsibility to take up the challenge for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. However, they were
lacking capacity in this Field. In order to coop with this situation, National history and Literary Heritage
Division signed a Memorandum with CRIHIEernational Training Centre for ICH in Asia Pacific region

under the auspices of UNESCO. Under this Memorandum a series of capacity building workshops on ICH

are to be arranged. First capacity building workshop was arranged in Beijing fr@gBQ0&cember2015

2y AGLYLX SYSYUl A2y 2AndH@{{ RQAYR2NIGISIVOARY oO0dzAf RAY
in Islamabad from 1y 5SOSYO6SNE Hnamc 2y G/ 2YYdzyAdGeé ol &SR
workshops were attended by Federal and Provincial officersdesits, representatives of the
communities dealing with ICH. During this workshop the participants were provided hands on training.
Moreover, in consultation with all stake holders a form ICHARI for community based inventorying
oftheICHwas desigRe YR FAYIf AT SR® ¢KANR /LI OAGE& o6dAf RAY:
&l ¥S3dzZk NRAY3 LI I YyS&aéd AY b2OSYOSNI HAMT D

For effective collaboration with provinces an ICH working Group has been constituted in the National
history and Literary Heritage Diiga, Ministry of Information, Broadcasting and National Heritage. TORS
of this Working Group are:

9 To expedite and facilitate the process of ICH inventory at National Level.

9 To access existing safeguarding system and recommend measures for improvement.
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Towork in collaboration with UNESCO for implementation of Convention, 2003.
To initiate relevant measures for capacity building of the staff involved in ICH.
Consultation with NGOs, civil society and cultural partners to create awareness about ICH.

To expede the completion of formalities required for inscription of ICH on World Heritage List.

=A = =4 =4 =4

To work with Provincial Governments on provincial inventory of ICH.

Institutional Challenges and lesson learnt regarding implementation of the 2003 convention

After devolution of the cultural subjects to provinces, there has been a great issue regarding effective
coordination between federal and provincial governments. For a long time the scope of work of both
was not clear. The provinces were assuming full autonomgreds the International institutions were

not ready to deal with the provinces because federal government is the state party to the Convention,
2003. Moreover, there was now approved cultural policy to channelize these issues. In order to meet
with these hallenges a number of meetings were held with the provinces and following decisions were
taken for implementation of the 2003 convention.

a) All Provinces will establish ICH cells to deal exclusively with ICH and appoint focal persons for
effective coordinabn between federal and provincial governments.

b) The provinces will identify ICH elements available in their territory, prepare their inventories,
place them on the websites and share with the Federal government to formulate National
Inventory of the ICH.

¢) During workshop on community base inventorying of the ICH a way forward was approved for
safeguarding of the ICH and a working group comprising representatives from the federal and all
federating unit for its implementation.

d) Both federal and provincial gernments may contact the communities concerned for
safeguarding of the ICH

e) It was decided that the provinces will forward the nomination dossiers to the federal
government which will be examined at federal level. In case not in accordance with the
requirement of UNESCO, it will be returned to the respective province to supply the omissions.
Complete dossiers will be forwarded to UNESCO Headquarters for their inscription on the
relevant list.

f) Federal government, in consultation with provinces has fealithe draft culture policy which
will be soon placed before the Federal Cabinet for its approval.

Inventorying the ICH, Information system and Lesson learnt

According to Article 11 (b) of the 2003 convention, each state party has to identify and deéine t
various elements of the intangible cultural heritage, with the participation of communities, groups and
relevant nongovernment organizations
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Article 12 (i) of the convention provides that to ensure identification with a view to safeguarding, each
state party shall draw up in a manner agreed to its own situation one or more inventories of the
intangible cultural heritage present in its territory.

Article-15 of the Convention each state party shall endeavor to ensure the widest possible participation
of communities group and when appropriate individuals that create, maintain and transmit such
heritage and to involve them actively in its management.

Realizing the role of communities and A@overnmental organizations we have actively engaged them

NPNB LI NAy 3 GKS blrdAz2ylf L/ Ay@Syi2NE 2F tl 1Aall yc
0FlaSR AYy@Syiaz2NRAYy3 2F (GKS L/l & LINIGAOALN GAZ2Y 27F
comprehensive form for inventorying the ICH elements was dedigmeonsultation of all stake holders

which has also been shared with them to use for preparation of the uniform ICH inventory in the whole
country. So far as we have been able to inventories 45 ICH element which are online available in the
dchinventorylJ] €

Nomination, Safeguarding and Periodic Reporting

We have been able to inscribe two multinational nominations Nouroze and Falconry on Representative
[Aad 2F L/1 2F l1dzytryiide o wSOS ytaditiénal imetdvmlageal &) 2 F L
astronomical practice based on the observation of the Sun, Moon and Stars in reference to the local
topographyhas been submitted for its inscription dhe List of ICH in need of Urgent Safeguarding

which has been accepted for consideration. Some inforomathas been called for by UNESCO relating to

this element and we are confident that it will be inscribed on USL of UNESCO

t NBLI NAYy3I R2EaASNI 2F a{ dz2NA Wk 2S5 ¢ gla + 22Aayi
Provincial Government of MK and UNESCO Pakistan office in collaboration with an NGO i.e. THAAP.
Participation of all community members was ensured for obtaining freeafal informed consent of all
representatives of the communities.

Conclusions

We are of the firm belief thabbjectives of the Convention on safeguarding of the intangible cultural

heritage can only be achieved with active participation of the communities concerned because they

enact and transmit the ICH. They carry with them knowledge and skill for enactirtgaasdhitting the

ICH. It is their knowledge and they are its owner. Any safeguarding plan will fail without participation of

the communities and their consent. Therefore, we are actively working on a project of capacity building

of the communities concerree on inventorying their ICH. This project will also be carried out in
O2ftfF 02N GA2Y GAGK f20Ff bDhQa YR (KS NBaLISOUGACL
achieve the above objective of safeguarding our rich intangible cultural heritage withnelpe of
communities, provincial governments and International institutions. The regional cooperation will be a

great help to achieve the objective of safeguarding ICH.

About the author

Name : Nazir Ahmad

Designation Deputy Secretary (Heritage), Gomprent of Pakistan
Ministry/ Division National History and Literary Heritage Division
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Country Report: Sri Lanka

The Current Status and Challengefstioe Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) and
measures to safeguard ICH in Sri Lanka

Mr W. Sunil
Director General, National Library and Documentation Services Board Sri Lanka

1. Introduction

Sri Lanka is a small island located in the Indian Ocean ieldiyta population of 20 million comprising
different cultural entities and living in the country as one nation. The recorded history of the Island goes
backtothe 8OSy (i dzZNE . ®/ @ ! OO2NRAYy3 (2 GKS 3INBIFdG OKNRBYA
by an Aryan group of people led by Prince Vijaya. Prince Vijaya and his followers defeated the local
communities called Yakka and Naga and made Aryan settlements along Malwathu Oya valley. The
Buddhism introduced to the country iif® Sy (i dzZNBE . oF P ESNBAL KAYR 2F 3INBI
Ashoka. This incident resulted in serious cultural impact. The culture of the country completely changed
with the introduction of Buddhism. Thereafter, the Sinhalese culture (Intangible and Tangible) was
highly influerted by the Theravada Buddhism. Great pagodas, statues, sculptures, paintings, secular and
religious buildings, cities, etc. have been constructed by the Sri Lankan Buddhists influenced by the
Theravada Buddhist teachings. Time to time, the Island was éavhyg South Indian Tamils and some
Muslim communities settled down in coastal areas at their own wish. They came through silk route for
commercial proposes. Europeans nations especially Portuguese, Dutch and English exercised their
powers in the Island foabout 400 years from I6century to 20" century. The cultural context of the
country completely changed during this period. Sinhalese culture is the main culture in the cdinry.
Sinhalese community is about 14 out of 20 million population in thentguTamil, Muslim, Burger and

Malay communities live in the country in addition to the main community. The indigenous communities
including Veddas as well as communities such as Kinnara (a community manufacturing kitchen utensils
usingreed),Gypsies (@ommunity engaged in charms and performs cobra and monkey dances) are also
living as small community in the country. A clear variation could be identified even within the similar
communities in the ICH elements basing on the topography of the Island.yPiese@ (G KS 02 dzy
intangible cultural heritage is enriching having the major events of human life such as the birth, puberty,
marriage and death completely embedded with the ICH. Their major occupation is in harmony with the
set of ICH. Farmers followtsaf ICH for plough, seeding, and harvesting. The fishermen follow set of
ICH to get big fish harvest. Merchants use ICH to convert customers to their business and promote their
products among clients. The native system of medicine is another ICH elém#w country. It has
transmitted from one generation to another by oral traditions. The plants grown in the environment are
used for preparation these medicines. Most of the people are rely on in this system especially for
genetically oriented diseaseGraftsmanship is another major ICH practice in the country. The traditional
dancing, singing and playing games still performing in villages at leisure or at some special occasions of
the communities.
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2. Approaches/Policy, Legal and Institutional Framewkazoncerning ICH in Sri Lanka
21 National cultural policy in 2007

The National Cultural Policy was implemented under the Ministry of Culture and Arts in 2007, but this is
not concerned much on ICH. Part ii, section 3 describes safeguarding policy andr@rafts and
actions wauld be taken to protect and develop sorts of traditional and here dietary arts and crafts and
to advertise them nationally and internationally in a manner that would highlight their value.

Under the section 4 the Folk life describactions would be taken to direct all sort of cultural activities
so as to enable the management of the cultural life of the common people in such a way that their life
style is made easy and that benefits of all national and other development projedts@ued to
them.

The Ministry of Culture and Arts is the responsible institution regarding this policy. About 150 cultural
centers are set up Island wide to promote and educate the national culture to the younger generation.
These centers provide platim for ICH practitioners to perform various traditions for public and
educate the new generation. The ministry has setup folk music library with the assistance of Norwegian
government. This library is strengthening its folk music collection every yeactiny folk music in
various part of the country. The Ministry started a new project for gathering of ICH information in 2012.
The project commenced its activities from Matale district an area rich in ICH. ICH data gathered at
southern part of the countrin Galle district by this project.

A nomination to the UNESCO ICH representative list on traditional puppet art from the Galle district
submitted this year.

2.2 Acts of protecting antiquities

1 Antiquities Ordinance No. 09 of 1940.
1 Recovery of governmentygsession act No. 07 of 1979.
1 Antiquities (amendment) act No.24 of 1988.
1 Enhancement of fines (amendment) act No.12 of 2005.
9 Cultural Property Act No. 73 of 1988.
WO! yiAljdzaGee A& + g2NR 6KAOK AyOf dzRSAaSrilLghRaamdF (G KS

has been in existence for more than one hundred years. Statues sculptures or dressed stone and
marbles of all description, engravings, carvings, inscription paintings, writings and the material where on
the fame appear all specimen of ceramjlyptic, metallurgic and textile art, coins, gems, seals, jewels,
jewelers, arms, tools, ornaments, furniture, household utensils and all other objects of art which are
moveable property. An archaeological commission was appointed with a responsiisienpend the
Department of Archaeology was to implement these acts.

The tangible objects interrelated with ICH elements such as traditionatrobgects, household utensils,
agricultural utensils more than 100 years old are to be protected and safeggiarg this act. The
Department of Archaeology is to do the excavations and conservation of archaeological sites in the
country. The six world heritage sites namely Anuradhapura ancient city, Polonnaruwa ancient city,
Sigiriya rock fortress, Kandy ancientyc Dambulla cave temple and Galle Dutch fortifications are
systematically maintained and preserved by this Department. The Department made their fullest
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attention to safeguard tangible cultural heritage but intangible cultural heritage appears not wliin
purview. For example, when it comes to the protecting of Royal city of Kandy, the world famous ICH
elements of Dalada pageantry were restored and got the atteriiosociety and the government.

2.3 National Museums Ordinance No.31 of 1942

The Natioal Museums were set up for collection, preservation and exhibition of objects of scientific,
historical or artistic interest and for the maintenance of library of books and other documents relating to
subject and matters of such interest. Seven Nationat&lums are established across the Island to fulfill

the vision and mission on the act. A folk museum in Anuradhapura was dedicated for collect, conserve
and exhibit cultural and religious objects used by the folk community in Anuradhapura period.
Anthropobgy division of the National Museum pays attention on cultural objects used by ancestors.
Maintain huge collection of cultural objects (agricultural objects, household utensils, objects used for
rituals, mask used by indigenous community, dancing costumasijcal instruments, objects used for
traditional indoor games, weights and measures, objects used in fishery, indigenous medical objects)
and conduct research on communities are main duties of this division. Those activities are progress in
annually.

2.4 The National Archives Law No. 48 of 1973

The National Archives Law was first came into existence in 1973. This was amended in 1976 and in 1981.
The section 6 of article Vii is related to ICH. An advisory council was formed to get the advices for the
implementation of law. The responsible institute for the act is the Department of National Archives. The
function of the advisory council is to advice the minister on the matters relating to the collection,
preservation and use of public archives, the custodg #&ransfer to public records, inspection and
preservation of document and manuscripts of historical, cultural or literary value in private possession,
inspection by members of the public of public archives, editing and publishing of public archives and
private manuscripts. The preservation of documents meant by the act is not only paper base documents
but also audiovisual material and modern computer generated records. This act mandated to preserve
historical sounds records, music, video and manuscriptsted to ICH. The Department of National
Archives consists of thousands of folksongs, audio, video tapes on different types of ICH elements
recoded in the past by field surveys. These valuable primary resources on ICH are useful for researchers
to investigate the evolution or development of each ICH element by time and their social impact.
Department of National Archives has launched a program to digitize their valuable collection with the
objective of providing easy access to the public. The project vigeténl with paperbased documents.

The National Archives is dealing with some stakeholders and expertise to amend the National Archives
Law to fulfill the present day needs.

25 National Library and Documentation Services Board Act No.50 in 1998

The Ceyin National Library Services Board act no. 17 of 1970, amended by the National Library and
Documentation Services Board act no. 50 in 1998. Section 12 part iia and iib related to safe guard the
ICH.

Section 12 Article ifa)

To make available for the useg all sections of the community, a national collection of library and
documentation resources appropriate to their needs.
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Section 12 Article ifb)

To preserve the national cultural heritage of Sri Lanka through the establishment, development and
maintenance of national collection of library and documentation materials, published in or relating to Sri
Lanka; library and documentation materials mean any form weather written, printed, graphic, electronic,
magnetic, optical or otherwise in or on which infwation or literary, creation or artistic ideas, are or
may be recorded displayed stored or reproduced and include manuscripts, typescripts, books,
newspapers, periodicals, maps, microforms, music, photographs, prints, drawings, cinematic graphs
forms, sands, audio recordings and video recordings and the expression.

bFrdA2ylf [AONINE aSNBAOSa . 2FNR &adlFNISR F YIF3FT A
platform for the ICH researchers, practitioners and public to publish their findings otui@itunately,

the magazine was discontinued due to management problems. The National Library and Documentation
Services Board received a project to collect ICH elements and data which are housed in government
institution and to compile a sort of ICH imtery in the institutions under the government. The project

was funded by UNESCO New Delhi office and commenced the project from department of National
Archives to inventorize data on huge collection of folk music deposited in the National Archives in the

form of magnetic tapes. Unfortunately, the Department reluctant to provide copies of ICH sound
recordings to the project to create ICH automated database. An advisory committee was appointed by
National Library for this project.

The committee selected Sranka Broadcasting Cooperation to collect ICH elements for the project as a
subsidiary institution. The cooperation was not granted permission for the project. This project too was
failed to achieve aims and objectives. The ICHCAP signed MOU with Nailmaay to compile a
country field survey report on ICH in 2011. Group of researchers conducted surveys and compiled a full
report on ICH in Sri Lanka in 2011. That report was one and only comprehensive report published so far
on ICH in Sri Lanka. It cogehe regal entity on ICH in the country, the ICH related institution its present
role and activities. The ICH elements are to be nominated for the UNESCO ICH representative list and
urgent safeguarding list, major issues concerning safeguarding ICHIOHMEAP funded another project

to compile a survey report on intellectual property issues related to ICH. The report was published by
ICHCAP in 2012.

2.6 The Tower Hall Theatre Foundation Act No. 1 of 1978.

This act was amended in 1998. The objectivedeffbundation are to encourage and promote national
theatrical activities, to develop and improve the knowledge, understanding and practice on the theatre.
The Tower hall theatre foundation made secured program to safeguard traditional performing art
performing in theatre or stage as Nurthee Gee and traditional dancing.

2.7 Arts Council on Ceylon Act in 1958

The act describes to develop a greater knowledge understanding and practice of the fine arts, to
increase the accessibility of works of arts te fublic in Sri Lanka, to preserve, promote and encourage

the development of such arts and crafts as are indigenous to Sri Lanka. Art council of Ceylon has set up
several sub committees included expertise to achieve the prime objectives of the counailpuncil

concern more on promotion Sinhala literature and modern arts rather than indigenous knowledge.
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3. Policy,Legal and Institutional Challenges and lessons learnt regarding the implementation of the
2003 Convention

There is no policy or act dicdy related to ICH is the major issue. Different types of institutions works on
safeguarding ICH but not cover the all aspects of ICH and those institutions organize programs to
safeguard ICH within provisions and limitation of respective acts.

Sri Lankaatified the UNECO convention for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage in 2008
but all the activities and programmes launched by ICH related institution may not fulfill the aims of
convention. Lack of national policy act to safeguard thel i€ the country and absence of an
independent institution responsible for ICH safeguarding in the country are big issues. Until
establishment of independence institution for develop system or method for safeguarding ICH, the ICH
National committee can cadinate all the ICH stakeholders to implement UNESCO ICH safeguarding
convention 2003 in the country.

An ICH committee was appointed by National Library and Documentation Services Board in 2009 as a
advisory committee to the project funded by UNESCO Nelhiffice. This committee represents all

the ICH related institutions. Secretary General of Sri Lanka National Commission for UNESCO chairs the
committee. Other members are Secretary of Ministry of Culture and Arts, Heads of National Museums,
Departmentof National Archives, Town Hall Theatre Foundation, National Craft Council, National Library
and Documentation Services Board, Sri Lanka Rupavahini cooperation, Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation, National Arts Council, and experts in the field Mr. Parithdagama (Anthropologist), Prof.
Devika Jayathilake (Anthropologist), Dr. Jayantha Jayasiri (Anthropologist), and Dr. Danister Perera
(Cultural Anthologist) and representative of indigenous (veddas) community. After completion of the
assigned project fim the UNESCO New Delhi office the committee discussed its scope, limitation and
future activities. Committee realized almost all the ICH stakeholders are members of the committee and
automatically it became ICH National Committee with consent of all stdétets. All the stakeholder
submitted their annual plans of ICH safeguarding activities to the committee. Committee provided
advices and guidance as coordinator of ICH related institutions.

Ministry of Environment drafted a national policy of traditionabkvledge and practice. The drafts was
finalized with the cooperation of all the ICH stakeholdersperts and practitioners in 2014 before
submitted to the parliament. Unfortunately, minister was changed due to political reason and the policy
draft has notbeen progressed yet. This draft directly on ICH safeguarding and work on to implement ICH
safeguarding convention adapted up UNESCO in 2003. A separate institution to be established for
safeguarding ICH according to the draft policy. It is the real solfiir the present situation.

4. Inventorying the ICH, Information System and lessons Learnt

Ministry of Culture and Arts jointly organized three consecutive workshops in Sri Lanka on the capacity
building of UNESCO 2003 convention for the safeguardih@tdfin 2013 and 2014.UNESCO New Delhi
office and the Japanese trust-trust funded the trainings. UNESCO expertise were the resource persons.
This workshop serious fulfilled the knowledge gap to implement UNESCO 2003 convention in Sri Lanka.
The ICH invdory should be prepared base on the administrative boundaries in Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka is
divided into nine provinces each consists of several districts and that consisted several divisional
secretaries. Divisional Secretariat governs several villages éGnaadari divisions) head by village
headmen. This means the smallest administrative institution for preparing inventory is Divisional
secretariat. The cultural promotion officer is attached to each of Divisional secretariat. These officers
can be used aworking force for preparing ICH inventory from bottom to top level approach. When
process the project ICH data from 14022 Grama niladari divisions channeled to respective divisional
secretariats. Then data are filtered and send to the 24 districts se@ttato the preparation of
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provincial ICH inventory. In which ICH national committee can select suitable ICH elements for national
inventory and finally the ICH elements can be proposed to UNESCO ICH lists from the ICH national
inventory. 150 cultural cerrs across country can be used to promote ICH in respective province.

Second model for the preparation of ICH national inventory can be launched through public libraries in
the country. Each district consists of number of local government departmendgBhg/a sahba, Urban
Council, Municipal Council, which has legal administrative boundaries. Each local government
department consists of number of public libraries and one library became the main library in that area.
All of the ICH practitioners and thefiamily members are the members of libraries and member of
readers circle attached to each library. Librarians can be used as working force to preparation of ICH
inventory. The ICH elements collected from local government departments channeled to Distract
Secretariat and filtered and send to provincial library services Board to prepare provincial ICH inventory.
National Library services Board can compile ICH national inventory with coordination of provincial
library Services Board. So the National Libraryise Board can act as a focal point of ICH in the country.
With change of new government ministry of education collaboration with UNESCO started an ICH policy
mission program and a meeting was at ministry of education at Colombo in last January. AtidZI3 p
being compiled by UNESCO experts with the consultation of Sri Lanka government.

5. Nomination, Safeguarding and Periodic reporting

An ICH committee was appointed by National Library and Documentation Services Board in 2009 as a
advisory committego the project funded by UNESCO New Delhi office. This committee represents all
the ICH related institutions. Secretary General of Sri Lanka National Commission for UNESCO chairs the
committee. Other members are Secretary of Ministry of Culture and Rleads of National Museums,
Department of National Archives, Town Hall Theatre Foundation, National Craft Council, National Library
and Documentation Services Board, Sri Lanka Rupavahini cooperation, Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation, National Arts Counaind experts in the field Mr. Pandula Endagama (Anthropologist), Prof.
Devika Jayathilake (Anthropologist), Dr. Jayantha Jayasiri (Anthropologist), and Dr. Danister Perera
(Cultural Anthologist) and representative of indigenous (veddas) community. édtapletion of the
assigned project from the UNESCO New Delhi office the committee discussed its scope, limitation and
future activities. Committee realized almost all the ICH stakeholders are members of the committee and
automatically it became ICH Natidn@ommittee with consent of all stakeholders. All the stakeholder
submitted their annual plans of ICH safeguarding activities to the committee. Committee provided
advices and guidance as coordinator of ICH related institutions.

ICH national inventory makgneffort is not progress properly yet but the ICH national inventory exits
under the national library and documentation services board as it is the focal point of ICH program in
the country at present. There are two elements exits in the ICH nationattome(www.natlib.lk). They

are angampora) is an ancient Sri Lankan indigenous martial art and Traditional string puppet drama of
Sri Lanka.

Ministry of education collaboration with ICH National committee submitted a nomination on Traditional
string puppetdrama for the UNESCO ICH Representative list of Humanity in March 2017.Nomination
process completely coordinated by national Library and documentation services board. Expert in field
engaged in this process.

Traditional string puppet drama is a form ofk puppet drama performed employing dialogues, songs,
and narrations taken from either handwritten or orally maintained scripts to convey moral messages or
innocuous entertainment to primarily rural communities, especially during festive times in thehsiont
of April, May, and June. Making of puppets is an important craft involving the carving of body parts
separately from wood and joining them together, polishing and painting, and dressing. Felling of a tree
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to obtain the wood precedes by a tradition@ual performed by the master puppeteer making offerings
to invoke any deities (tree gods) who live on the tree and protecting it, and appealing it to move to
another tree instead.

whnlFRF bnéGél A& | (&L)S 2 TppdisNiratitonaly J8adof HpdovediRg dza A v 3
innocuous entertainment and conveying moral lessons to village communities. Themes are chosen from
folktales, Buddhist stories, ancient literature, historical narratives, and the trivia with humorous
anecdotes from contemporary lif@ NJ FNRBY ynRIF3ILYSZ +y SEGAYOH TF2NY
prepare their own handwritten scripts with dialogs and songs, and recite them, while manipulating the

puppets.

Puppeteers make their own wooden puppets with movable joints that represerSdith WA G G A O NP f &
fewer movable joints and of near @A T S 2 NJ WIF OGA PGS NRtSaQ gAGK YIlye
height. Puppets are dressed with colourful costumes that identify the characters they portray.
Puppeteers manipulate them gy strings tied to single short bars or two crosdeals held by hand,

while standing on an elevated horizontal platform and leaned onto a horizontal bar that is fixed across

the stage about the shoulddreight of the puppeteers. A small band of musisiaprovides
accompaniment using a harmonium, a violin, and a drum.

Performances are held as community events at public spaces suitable for community gathering, mostly
during festive times in the months of May and June, while special shows are held atssimb higher
educational institutes. Makeshift stages, made of wooden frames and covered with black curtains on all
sides to camouflage the strings to create an in illusion of reality. Performances are held in evenings in a
well-covered space under difight to enhance the illusion.

6. Conclusion

Even though several audience and government institutions related to ICH exist in the country, UNESCO
ICH Conversion 2003 is not implemented properly. The ICH National Committee coordinated all ICH
Stakeholdersand their ICH related activities at present. When the ICH policy is finalized, UNESCO ICH
Convention 2003 will be implemented properly for the safeguard of ICCH Sri Lanka.
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4.2 Expert Report

Expert Reporfrom Korea

The Status of Korean Intangible Cultural Heritaget And Inventorymaking

Mr Yang, Jinjo
Senior Arts & Culture Researcher, National Intangible Heritage C&tutera

Intangible cultural heritage (ICH) teaches us valuable lessons with its internal values; it is also a medium
that connects the past, peent, and future and is the origin of creative ideas.

LY MdcHY @&/ dzf GdzNF £ | SNAGIF IS t NRGISOlAzy ! Olé o1 a S
the safeguarding of ICH. Following the establishment of the Act, Jongmyo Jeryeak, or the RestahlAn
Ritual Music, was designated as Important Intangible Cultural Heritage No. 1 in 1964, and the

Identification System of Important ICH Skill Holdars4/ v = O-= 4 st 1) was created in

the 1970s. Additionally, in 1982, a holdecused transmission sign was established, and successor
training became mandatory for the holders. In the 1990s, Intangible Cultural Heritage Division was
founded at Cultural Heritage Administration (CHA) and Certification System of Honorary Holders was
developed in 2001. Fillg, in 2013, National Intangible Heritage Center (NIHC) was inaugurated to
promote the safeguarding, transmission, and exchange of ICH. The Center is a place where people can
gain handson experience on various ICH activities including performance, &mhibieducation,
research, and international exchange.

LY HampX AlG 0SOFYS LRaairoftsS (2 RSaa
I
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New Intangible Cultural HeritagAct

In March 28, 2016, the Korean government implemented a new ICH act to advance the ICH safeguarding
and management system. The government aimed at newly establishing a policy framework and ICH
safeguarding system, in accordance with the UNESCO 200&r@iom for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage, and strengthening numerous policies to enhance societal demands for ICH.

a! 0 2y GKS {F¥S3dzZa NRAY3I IyYyR tNRBY2UA2Y 2F Lydlty
chapters (Chapter General Provisions, Chapter 2 Formulating and Promotion of Policies on Intangible
Cultural Heritage, Chapter 3 Designation, Etc. of National Intangible Cultural Heritage, Chapter 4
Recognition of Holders, Group Holders, Etc., Chapter 5 Successor TeadiRublic Presentations,

Chapter 6 City/Provincial government Intangible Cultural Heritage, Chapter 7 Promotion of Intangible
Cultural Heritage, Chapter 8 Implementation of UNESCO Convention, Chapter 9 Supplementary
Provisions, and Chapter 10 Penalty smns), and 7 addenda.

I O0O2NRAY3 (G2 I NIAOES m 2F (GKS 100G Alda LMz2NILIRAS A
contribute to the development of human cultures by creatively transmitting traditional culture and

54



enabling the citizens to uile such traditional culture through the safeguarding and promotion of
AyGry3aArotS Odzt GdzNF f KSNRGFISHe 1faz2 Ay GKS DSySNI
promotion of intangible cultural heritage is to maintain the archetype oémgible cultural heritage,

giving due consideration to the following: 1. Cultivation of the national identity, 2. Transmission and
development of traditional culture, and 3. Realization and enhancement of the value of intangible
cultural heritage. The ternd  NOKS G @ LJS¢é¢ NBFSNER (2 dzyAljdzS @GF f dzSs ¢
NEItAT SR YR YIAYGFAYySR Rdz2NAy3 L/ | OGN yaYAaarzy
Enforcement Decree of the Act)
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the ICH system that was based on conservation of original forms. In the UNESCO 2003 Convention for

the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, it is defined that ICH provides communities with a
senseof identity and continuity, thus promoting respect for cultural diversity and human creativity;
therefore, ICH is a concept that is opposed to conservation of original forms and is relevant to the
emphases on individual and community participation as a®kducation.

Following the establishment of ICH Act, many legal bases were changed. The new Act was revised in
agreement with these changes and its characteristics are as follows:

1. Expansion of ICH Safeguarding

The scope of ICH safeguarding was expanaliter ICH Act was established, making it
possible to designate and safeguard various fields including traditional knowledge, oral
culture, and traditional ways of life, in addition to existing craft and performing art skills. As
a result, elements that regve public attention and have potential to be developed as
cultural heritage elementare identified and reviewed by the Intangible Cultural Heritage
Committee to be designated as National Intangible Cultural Heritage.

2. Designation of National ICkh Needof Urgent Safeguarding

The Korean government established a legal basis for designation of national ICH in need of
urgent safeguarding in order to enhance the effectiveness and satisfaction of ICH
designation support and improve customized assistance bggestdepending on
environments and situations of transmission. In particular, ICH in danger of disappearance
can be designated as National ICH in need of urgent safeguarding to receive comprehensive
support. One example of the support is a system that déatdiscovery and fostering of
successors and improvement of transmission environments based-depith analys and
consultation per element.

3. Variation of Traasmission System

The transmission system includes both transmission education based on appsbigiead
through university. The system aims at moving away from the current apprenticbabad
education and linking with university education so that young and talented successors can
be introduced through various paths. By varying the introductorhgatf potential holders,

safe transmitting environments and a foundation for transmission can be built. Universities
that are selected by the government to offer successor training are required to create
official curricula that allow students to take ICkihing for 3 years with additional 21
course credits. The successor training provides an opportunity for the students to be
certified trainees and possibly become future successors.
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4. Enhancement of Traditional Craft Product Certification System and BahRraditional
Craft Products

To improve selbustainability of traditional craft products, the government has
implemented promotion policies that focus on improving various indirect support projects
that are intended to increase demands. The TraditiomaftProduct Certification System

and Bank of Traditional Craft Products have been implemented to enhance customer trust
and sales in traditional craft products. Development of new designs and integration of
individual craft projects, such as Grand Exfobitof Korean ICH, have been carried out to
maximize the synergies among the projects. Also, the government providesuptart
business consultation to successors to vitalize local economy through job creation.

5. Justification Enhancement of Successor Evailomtthrough Execution of Successor
Evaludion and Certification Issuance by (Qural Heritage Administration

were previously responsible for conducting successor evaluations and issuing certificates
for completion of successor training. However, NIHC ur@dA is now in charge of these
tasks to increase transparency and obijectivity of the certificates, thus, improving skills of
certified trainees and justification of the certificates. Elements for evaluation are selected
based on demand surveys of holderglagroup holders, and successors of the elements are
evaluated after submitting their evaluation applications.

The newlyrevised ICH Act not only make ICH more accessible to the public but also offer a
guidelines for the international community to devisdfeetive policies to promote ICH
safeguarding.

Inventory-making

Inventories should be first priority when safeguarding ICH. According to Article 12 of UNESCO 2003

| 2y @SyiliAz2ys aSIFEOK {aGFrdaS tIFNLne aklhff RNJ ¢émordzLJs A Y
inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory. These inventories shall be regularly
dzLJRI G4 SRd¢ ¢ K S-mEkifigis\ik Inosk bakcaitioRsaf@yuarding activities that identify and
formalize the existence of ICH thare transmitted in States Parties.

Following the designation afongmyo Jeryealthe Royal Ancestral Ritual Music) in 1964, an inventory

for 137 elements includinglaenyedKorean female divers), which was designated in 2017, was created.
Indicators forinventorymaking are transmission value and an environment in which ICH can be
effectively transmitted. The value can be measured based on indicators, such as historicity, scholarship,
artistry, and representativeness. The environment is determined basedawiocultural value and
sustainability. The process of inventanaking is written in regulation of national ICH element
designation and holder identification (Cultural Heritage Administration Instructions no. BBS), the
Intangible Cultural HeritagCommittee yearly reviews and establishes plans for national ICH designation.
Every year, the plans is posted on the website of CHA for over 30 days until January 31. Once
applications for ICH designation are submitted on the authority of a city maymoeincial governor, a
survey group is organized. The group is consisted of 5 or more experts in relevant fields and conducts
paperbased survey, field survey,-ttepth study, etc. After completing the surveys, reports are drafted
and reviewed by the Comiige. Report results are graded based on the indicators and presented as
items, but only the results that received 60 points and above are put on the table for discussion. The
elements reviewed by the Committee for designation are announced on the offezaitte for 30 days

and longer to notify the public and receive opinions. Within 6 months from the final day of the
announcement, the Committee decide on the designation after due consideration. Finally, upon the
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finalization of the decision, the elementse designated by announcing on the gazette, holders or
owners are notified of the result, and letters of designation are issued.

<Status of National ICH Elements and Successors as of June 30, 2017>

Traditional Traditional i
Category f Traditional |Traditional |Ritual & &Traditional tradition Total
Type ze;:srmance craftsmanshigway of life |ceremony ?nzr:l?:l arts knowledge |and . o
expressions

Element 39 51 3 15 16 1 - 125
DesignatecSub

element 46 51 5 18 16 1 - 137

Holder 67 66 4 16 18 - - 171

I .

hstuctor @

SUCCBSSOr 173 50 1 37 28 - - 289
Successor L L

Certified

Trainee 4,364 608 29 470 573 - - 6,044

Total 4,604 724 34 523 619 - - 6,504

Group

Holder 32 1 1 18 14 - - 66
Honorary Holder 6 6 - 4 4 - - 20
Successor Sclarshig
Recipient 21 58 ) ) 2 ) ) 81

Basic/General Lists and Preliminary Lists

C2tf26Ay3 GKS AYLIX SYSydalraazy 2F a! O 2y GKS {7
I SNAGF3ASes GKS ao02L)S 2F L/ | Kl & 0S5 $fCHSlesIghaypR SR Ly
ICH lists are created to record information of national ICH. Since 2015, 43 experts from various fields

have organized 7 meetings to make records of over 1,800 heritages. Based on the records, 53 experts
from 20 ICH areas created bas$@EH lists. The lists include ICH names, categories, types, summaries,
SUCCEeSSOrs, successor groups, succession areas and methods, practices and characteristics, future
directions for surveys, research results, pictures, etc. NIHC has developed and implerhéyear

plans for a comprehensive ICH survey by category that are based on lists of over 1,800 heritages; the
survey focuses on the current status of ICH transmission. In 2017, the Center is currently carrying out a

pilot survey for agronomics and ffigries in Jeonnam area (Southemest part of Korean Peninsula). The
adzNISe NBLRNI&a>X @GARS24r LIAOGAINBAE yR 20KSNJ AyT2
{eadGdSYé¢ FTYR YIYylFI3ISR Fa | NOKAGBSAD

Preliminary lists are created to systemize the desimm process of national ICH. This year, more than

100 elements will be selected to be on the list, and it will be developed to improve rationality and
predictability of designation. The elements will be selected from 1,800 elements which included in the
basic list. Previously, survey plans for designation were made based on requests of local governments
every year; thus, it was difficult to ensure objectivity of reviews conducted by the Intangible Cultural
Heritage Committee and obtain enough information elements. To overcome these challenges and
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Elements on the lists are reviewed for designation; the lists are updated every 5 years.

Step | List Item Period Department

Cp In-depth  study and Research & Archiving Divisig
Step 1| Basic List | Over 1,800 archiving every year NIHC

Step 2 Preliminary Over 100 Announced every §lIntangible Cultural Heritag

List years Division, CHA
Step 3/ Designation | 137 1-2 elements designate( Intangible  Cultural  Heritag
P3l st Elements | every year Division, CHA

Management of National Intangible Cultural Heritage
Designated national ICH are managed in five ways:
1. Successor Training

For the safeguarding and promotion of national ICatjanal ICH holders and holder groups

are required to conduct successor training (Article 25, Act on the Safeguarding and
Promotion of Intangible Cultural Heritage). They have to submit successor training plans
and results reports to Administrator of CHAtili January 31 of the year after and until the
end of January 31 of the year, respectively. They can submit their training plans and reports
in an electronic format. They can also receive a certain amount of financial assistance in
accordance wittt w S Hai dn Provision and Management of National ICH Transmission
' ARaé¢

2. Periodical Survey

The Korean government has to conduct periodical surveys on the status of succession
activities and other relevant matters every 5 years. The information obtained fram th
surveys are used to establish plans for the safeguarding and promotion of national ICH. The
periodical surveys include information on national ICH holders and holder groups, current
status of craft and performing art skills of assistant training insttsstsuccessor training,
transmission activities, training facilities, management and operation of training funds, etc.
The results of the periodical surveys are used to build basic information for policy
development and create effective management systéansuccessors.

3. Monitoring of Public Presentation

National ICH holders and holder groups, except in exceptional circumstances prescribed by
Presidential Decree, have to make public presentations of ICH at least once a year (Article
28, Act on the Safeguding and Promotion of Intangible Cultural Heritage). They can decide
on the period of the presentations with consideration of the characteristics of their ICH, but
they should make it easier for the public to participate and view the events. However, in
case of craft art, craftwork should be presented for at least 3 days. Performing art
LINBaSyidldAz2ya akKz2dZ R TSI Gdz2NBE dazy3aa Ay i
aK2g0OFaS aONITFUo2N)] GKFG RSY2yadNI Gd$SandINI O
holder groups can request financial support to NIHC by submitting their presentation plans.
The DirectorGeneral of NIHC can provide such support with the consideration of element
characteristics, event size, number of participants, etc. Through toramg of the
presentations, materials for ICH safeguarding and transmission can be obtained and
enhance ICH transmission systems.

KSA
i A C
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4.

Survey and Archiving

The current status of ICH locations, transmission activities, and other relevant materials are
surveyed,documented, recorded, and archived (Article 48, Act on the Safeguarding and
Promotion of Intangible Cultural Heritage). The materials that are recorded, photographed,
videorecorded, and written in shorthand are used for successor training and related
contents. Research & Archiving Division of NIHC is responsible for building and managing an
archive for all the documented materials.

Support for National Intangible Cultural Heritage

The Korean government provides five different types of support to desgnadtional ICH.

1.

Support for Startup Business of National ICH successamsl Production of ICH products

The government support ICH successors with siprbusinesses and production of their
crafts to contribute to their selfeliance and industrializatio of the ICH products. The
assistance is given to the successors so that they can partner with designers for their
products. Also, on®n-one mentoring consultations between successors and experts are
organized to give helpful tips on developing stapt business models.

Bank of Traditional Craft Products

7 experts assess and certify craftwork by ICH successors. All the products are sold at ICH
craft shops and presented at exhibitions. The Bank provides opportunities to sell, rent, and
exhibit craftwork to promote craft making activities and enhance value of traditional
culture. This system leads to a circular flow of craft art activities by building a foundation for
advertisement of Korean culture at the international level and demand creation for
traditional craftwork.

Support for ICH Performance and Exhibition

Within the available budget, public presentations, such as performance and exhibitions,
mandatorily receive financial assistance. For instance, in case of craft art, the NIHC
purchases entries of thilational ICH Successor Exhibition and prize winners of the Grand
Exhibition of Korean Craft Art. Also, necessary support is given for distribution and
production of craftwork as well as market expansion. In case of performing art, support is
provided for traditional art performances, thematic events, and-sight ICH events.
Additionally, permanent performances, which are organized every Saturday, and
performance contests for certified trainees are other examples of support provided to
identify new promigig elements and successors.

Support for Successor Training Facility

Currently, support is offered to 152 successor training facilities that operate various training
programs throughout the country. In addition, financial assistance is provided to found a
new facility and repair existing buildings. By allowing people to use the facilities for free
contributes greatly to transmission activities.

Globalization of Intangible Cultural Heritage

The main goal is to contribute to promoting cultural diversity bysigeating Korean
GNI RAGAZ2Y I § Odzft G dzNB® [/ dzNNBy i(f &z Y2NBI Q& M O
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representative list of intangible cultural heritage of humanity. By 2018, the government
plans to designat&sireumwrestling, as the next element in the UNES(Gt.

bLI/ Ay@AiSa F2NBAIYy L/1 K2t RSNE FyR K2f RSNJ 3

representative list of ICH of humanity to Korea. This will encourage exchanges between Korean
and foreign ICH successors. In addition, efforts are exedguramote overseas expansion of
Korean ICH successors and craftwork. The focus on the overseas expansion helps spread value
of Korean ICH throughout the world, increase its international competitiveness, and identify
new entry strategies for the overseasarket. Moreover, embassies and consulates regularly
2NBFYAT S aY2NBlLy L/1 2SS1¢ S@Syida AyOfdzZRAYy3
Participation at various overseas exhibitions, expositions, and fairs is one way to publicize
Korean ICH and pramte overseas expansion.
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4.3 Presentations

Yonten Dargye, Research
Specialist, Department of Culture

Outline

1. Bhutan’s ratification of UNESCO convention of ICH
2. Current National Law/Act

3. Developing legal framework

4. Status of Cultural Heritage Bill
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7 Bhutan ratified UNESCO convention on safeguarding ICH on 12 October
2005;

» The Bhutan National Commission for UNESCO is RGoB’s entity vested
with the mandate to deal with UNESCO related issues;

» At present, National focal point for the ICH convention is Department of
Culture represented by NLAB;

»Bhutan participated only in one General Assembly session of the Convention
since its ratification — 5% session of the General Assemly in June 2014

» 10" session of intergovernmental committee meeting in December 29015
711" session of intergovernmental committee meeting in December 2016

are carried out in accordance with the following existing policies,
legislations, guidelines, rules and regulations and bills:

*Constitution of the Kingdom of Bhutan 2008

..the State shall endeavour to preserve, protect and promote the
cultural heritage of the country and entrusts every citizen with the
responsibility to protect culture and heritage”

* Bhutan 20120 (1999), country’s vision document)

*Legal Deposit Act 1999




Safeguarding system & policy
Current National Law/Act contd...
» The Movable Cultural Property Act of Bhutan 2005
» The Movable Cultural Property Guidelines 2006
» The Religious Organizations Act of Bhutan 2007
» The Religious Organization Guidelines 2010

» Basic Guidelines for Conservation of Heritage Sites 2008

Safeguarding system & policy

Developing legal framework

»The cooperation between the Department of Culture, Kyushu
University (represented by distinguished Professor of Law, Kyushu
University, Japan) and UNESCO New Delhi (represented by Ms
Moe Chiba, programme Specialist) was established to enhance
efficient technical and financial cooperation to develop national legal
framework in the area of cultural heritage in Bhutan for three years
from October 2012 to October 2015 (to be eextended for three years
until 2 October 2018).

» Cultural Heritage Sites Bill in 2012
» Intangible Cultural Cultural Heritage Bill
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» Before and during the course of drafting, extensive discussions with

the relevant stakeholders were carried out;

» Consultation meetings were also conducted after completion of its
drafting;

»Reviewed for consistency with laws of Bhutan by a local legal
consultancy:

# Translated into Dzongkha;

# First the Cultural Heritage Sites bill was completed and was submitted
to Cabinet and was discussed in 86™ cabinet Meeting held in
September 2015.

Status of Cultural Heritage Draft Bill

» The cabinet instructed to merge Tangible and Intangible bills into one bill;

# In October 2015, the Department of Culture decided to work on merging the
two draft bills and one Act (Heritage Sites Bill, ICH Bill, and amend the
Movable Cultural Property Act 2005) into one Bill as Cultural Heritage Bill.

» After completion of merging and amending, the concept Cultural Heritage
Bill was submitted to Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs for review.




Safeguarding system & policy

Status of Cultural Heritage Draft Bill contd...

» Improved the drafts by incorporating MoHCA’s suggestion and translated
versions;

» Rules and regulations were drafted and further consultation meetings with
stakeholders as a due process completed;

» The merged Cultural Heritage Bill (I Act and 2 Bills) along with its
background report was submitted to Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs
for inclusion in the agenda for deliberation in the Parliament.

Thank You &
Tashi Delek!
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Inventorying the ICH: Sharin
‘Bhutan’s Experiences

Yonten Dargye
Research Specialist
Department of Culture
Thimphu: Bhutan

ICH Transmission System/methods

« At present ICH information or knowledge/skills is transmitted
mainly through following mediums:

v parents-children through means of oral tradition and,
practice and learning;

v training-learning (traditional apprenticeship training system)
in the schools and institutes;

v practice out of individual interests.




Transformation and Assimilation

The space of the ICH is undergoing dramatic change with the
increasing impact of globalization, urbanization and consequent
trend for assimilation of cultures and traditions. The modern
trends of mass culture and art are invading. Exposure to foreign
cultures through increasing interaction and television is having a
positive impact as well as a negative impact on our culture and
traditions. Ways of thinking are gradually changing in response to
the new challenges.

Measures being undertaken

» Preparing policies, bills, rules and regulation;

» Carrying out written documentation; photographic documentation,
video filming, and audio recordings;

»Conducting workshops, seminars, meetings as well as contests,
exhibitions and festivals;

»Bringing out Publications and
» Through TV programmes.
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Organizations involved in the ICH documentation

Currently, five organizations are actively involved in the documentation and inventorying
of ICH related areas. Those organizations are:

1)The National Library and Archives is carries out research and document of all kinds of ICH in Bhutan,

2) The Cpllege of Language and Cultural Studies, Taktse, Trongsa, is documenting both tangible and
intangible cultural heritage,

3) Shejun for Bhutan's Cultural Documentation and Research is documenting mainly written heritage
and oral traditions;

4) T'hghM;anc of Bhutan Research Centre is documentingand archiving the traditional musical traditions
of Bhutan;

5) Bhutan Oral Literature Project: Culture, Language, Environment is documenting local dialects and
languages of Bhutan,




