
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 















 

 

I. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
The sub-regional information and network meeting aims to facilitate information 
and networking among Pacific States Parties (PNG, Vanuatu, Fiji, Tonga, Palau, FSM 
and the Cook Islands) on ICH safeguarding at the country level with emphasis on 
ICH information systems. The meeting will identify challenges and opportunities for 
exploring strategies for enhancing ICH visibility in the Pacific based on country 
papers to be presented at the meeting. Also, participants will have the opportunity 
to share good experiences and plans on safeguarding ICH through information 
building and sharing. 
 
 

II. EXPECTED RESULTS 

 
The meeting is anticipated to share experiences and plans for ICH safeguarding with 
emphasis on information building and sharing activities as well as explore strategies 
for ICH visibility in the Pacific through information building and sharing. 
 
 
III. PARTICIPANTS 
 
Participants are from the Cook Islands, Fiji, the Federated States of Micronesia, 
Papua New Guinea, Tonga, and Vanuatu as well as the International Information and 
Networking Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific region 
(ICHCAP), UNESCO Office for the Pacific States, and Melanesian Spearhead Group 
Secretariat. 
 
 
IV. ACTIVITIES 
 
The following activities took place. 
 
(a) Welcoming Remarks by the Hon. Patrick Crowby, Minister of Internal Affairs  

Opening remarks and Keynote Speech by Dr Samuel Lee, Director of ICHCAP  
(b) Greeting message by Dr Marcelin Abong, Director of the Vanuatu Cultural 

Centre  
(c) Presentations and discussions on the two days of the meeting 
(d) Welcoming dinner for all overseas participants hosted by ICHCAP 
(e) Wrap up and closing on 19 April 2013 

Museum tour and farewell dinner hosted by the Vanuatu Cultural Centre 
(f) Field trip on 20 April to the Chief Roi Mata’s Domain 
 
  



 

 

Presentations on 18 and 19 April covered the following. 
 

Date 
Topic 

Presenter 

Thu. 18 April 

Welcoming Remarks 

Hon. Patrick Crowby, Minister of Internal Affairs of Vanuatu 

Keynote Speech: Why Safeguard ICH? 

Dr Samuel Lee, Director of ICHCAP 

Country Report 1: Making ICH Visible in Fiji 

Mr Sipiriano Nemani, Acting Principal Policy & Conventions 

Officer of the Department of National Heritage, Culture & Arts 

Country Report 2: Safeguarding ICH in the FSM 

Mr Augustine Kohler, Director of Office of National Archives, 

Culture & Historic Preservation 

Country Report 3: Safeguarding ICH of the People of PNG 

Dr Jacob Simet, Executive Director of National Cultural 

Commission 

Country Report 4: ICH Safeguarding in Tonga 

Mr Penisimani Fifita, Chief Programme Officer of the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs 

Country Report 5: Teaching Traditional Know How and 

Technologies in Vanuatu 

Mr Bermence Iati, Department of History and Geography 

Country Report 6:  Enhancing ICH Visibility through information 

building and sharing in the Cook Islands 

Mr Sonny Williams, Secretary for Culture 

 
  



 

 

 

Date 
Topic 

Presenter 

Fri. 19 April 

UNESCO Activities and Visibility of ICH Safeguarding 

Dr Akatsuki Takahashi, Programme Specialist for Culture of 

UNESCO Office for the Pacific States 

Activities of Pacific Island Museum Association 

Dr Marcelin Abong, Director of the Vanuatu Cultural Centre 

Alternative Indicators of Well-Being for Melanesia 

Mr Jamie Tanguay, Project Coordinator of Melanesian Spearhead 
Group Secretariat 

Joint Project for Enhancing ICH Visibility in the Pacific 

Ms Boyoung Cha, Section Chief of ICHCAP 

 
V. RESULTS OBTAINED 
 

(i) Six Pacific countries (Fiji, FSM, PNG, Tonga, Vanuatu, Cook Islands) shared 

information on the current status in implementing ICH Convention and 

activities for enhancing ICH visibility. 

(ii) Pacific network amongst countries and relevant stakeholders in the 

region was strengthened. 

(iii) Joint project for enhancing ICH visibility was proposed by ICHCAP and 

five countries resolved to participate actively in publishing a book on 

traditional knowledge of the Pacific islands 

(iv) ICHCAP and UNESCO Office in Apia resolved to update the information 

brochure in partnership with the Pacific States Parties to the Convention 

(v) The meeting promoted and increased awareness of the importance of 

safeguarding ICH in the region  

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
At the beginning of our meeting, I would like to share some of my concerns and 
issues. I would like us to reflect and discuss these important matters, and I would 
like to hear of your ideas and perspectives. 

 

Successful Results of the 2003Convention 

The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, which was 
adopted at the General Conference of UNESCO in 2003, is now, after ten years, 
considered a great success, bringing many positive results to so many countries. 
This Convention achieved entry into force only three years later in 2006 when 
Romania became the thirtieth country to ratify this important instrument.  

The first three years, until 2008, were a period of preparation and organization to 
implement the Convention. The Intergovernmental Committee was organised, and 
the Operational Directives were formulated.  

The first inscription on the Representative and Urgent Safeguarding lists occurred at 
the Fourth Intergovernmental Committee meeting in Abu Dhabi in 2009. As of that 
time, 116 countries were States Parties to the Convention, and just this year has 
gone over 150. No other convention has shown such a rapid success in terms of 
ratification and participation by UNESCO Member States. 

This success can be seen also in the process and speed of its implementation by 
Member States who are eager to inscribe their ICH elements on the Representative 
List, altogether almost 300. 

As of today, 93 Member States have inscribed 257 elements on the Representative 
List and 31 elements on the Urgent Safeguarding List, and 10 projects on the 
Register of Best Practices. 

The impact of the Convention on the cultural heritage policy of the Member States 
has also been remarkable. Many countries have made new laws or amended existing 
laws and rules regarding cultural heritage.  



 

 

As the Convention has broadened the concept of ICH, which may include all the 
practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, and skills that have been 
traditionally preserved and transmitted, Member States, who are expected to 
implement this Convention and carry out the responsibilities of safeguarding, had to 
reform related laws and organizations to accommodate the new paradigm and 
requirements of this Convention. 

Many countries had some laws, rules, to support the practitioner of songs, dances, 
music instruments and crafts, but not to protect the artefact, art work itself or 
festivals. 

There have been a few countries that have legal systems to protect all the oral 
traditions and expressions, traditional knowledge and skills comprehensively.  So 
every Member State of this Convention has been challenged to respond and adapt to 
the new system and framework of safeguarding through inventorying, documenting, 
promoting and transmitting that have been ordered by the Convention 2003. 

This Convention has really fulfilled UNESCO’s standard-setting role in the area of 
cultural heritage and successfully brought about the general recognition of the need 
to safeguard intangible heritage. 

The word, ICH, is spreading like a gospel and good news, and getting more visibility 
in mass media and in everyday language. 

However, the most significant contribution of this convention and its safeguarding 
system may be in the raising up consciousness of the importance and values of the 
traditional culture. 

The institution of inscribing elements on the Representative and Urgent 
Safeguarding lists has forced Member States to establish the national list of 
important ICH, and make inventory of existing and disappearing ICH elements 
according to the five domains categorised by the Convention and its Operational 
Directives. 

Since 2009, ICHCAP has surveyed the status of safeguarding ICH in the Member 
States of Asia-Pacific region and found that most countries have just recently started 
making inventories, and the inventoried elements are often limited to crafts and 
performing arts while oral traditions, social practices, and traditional knowledge 
and skills have been left out. 

In this phase of inventorying, questions are raised, “Do we need to inventory every 
existing ICH element in every domain or should only important and significant 
elements to be safeguarded and promoted?” 

And in the case of making a list of important ICH, “What elements especially deserve 
safeguarding or promoting and for what reason should they be safeguarded?” 

In some countries, ICH has been called non-material heritage or spiritual and 
intellectual heritage. In my country, Korea, ICH is literally translated as “formless 
heritage.” Japan uses the same words. 



 

 

As ICH has no visible form and material entity, it does not have a fixed or a static 
form. ICH has an evolving character as its appearance and contents are always 
changing, adjusting to the social and historical context. 

And the traditional culture and customs have not been always appreciated or 
positively received by the new generation. Sometimes these customs were criticized 
as obstacles to renovation and development. With this reservation, some countries 
hesitated to ratify the Convention until now. 

So here arises the crucial question, “What real value and benefits each element of 
ICH has maintained and for what purpose should these ICH elements be safeguarded? 

The answer to this question will provide enough reasons and aims of our 
safeguarding and promoting activities. 

 

Reasons and Aims of Safeguarding ICH 

If we are intending to assess the value of traditional culture and estimate the 
benefits of our cultural heritage, we are soon faced with the difficulty of identifying 
what is the essential character of our traditional culture and what cultural elements 
are the decisive components of a very complex and multi-dimensional culture.  

World Conference on Cultural Policies (MONDIACULT, Mexico City, 1982) gave a 
very broad definition of the concept culture as “The whole complex of distinctive 
spiritual, material, intellectual, and emotional features that characterise a society or 
social group. It includes not only the arts and letters, but also modes of life, the 
fundamental rights of the human being, value system, traditions, and beliefs.”  

As culture is so organic and complex, an analytical value judgment on each element 
of the cultural heritage might overlook the holistic essence of the traditional culture 
and society. 

So assessing the ICH in one society or a community should be approached 
holistically and with the interdisciplinary method. 

And the ICH element cannot be observed and evaluated separately from tangible 
cultural heritage because they are two sides of the same coin. 

About the question, why and for what purpose ICH should be safeguarded, the 
Convention gives some answers and explains the reason to make ICH visible and 
viable. 

I would like to indicate three points that need to be interpreted through some more 
deepened theoretical discourse and also verified through practical and historical 
experiences. 

1. First of all, the soul and function of ICH has been described by the 

Convention as providing communities and groups with a sense of identity 

and continuity.  Nobody will deny the national, communal, or ethnic identity 



 

 

can be secured best by their ICH that exists in language, food, social customs, 

and beliefs.  

In the colonial era, the national identity of many colonised countries was 
damaged, distorted, and sometimes completely lost. 

Under the Japanese colonial rule, the priority of ICH safeguarding in Korea 
was on protecting the Korean language and writing system (Hangul) 
because the colonial power was trying to eliminate the Korea’s national 
identity by forbidding Korean language and letters and forcing the people 
to speak Japanese and even adopt Japanese names. 

There are many similar historical experiences under the colonial and 
imperial rule in Asia, Africa, and even in Europe. 

So safeguarding ICH to secure the national, communal, or ethnic identity 
and continuity means to be a condition of their existence and life. 

2. Second, the Convention takes notes of another effect of ICH—promoting 

human creativity. ICH is either maintained or constantly recreated by the 

community and people who are concerned to enrich cultural diversity and 

human creativity. 

So ICH is a resource for creative human development.  In the 1970s, 
development researchers and scholars acquired the concept of endogenous 
development, which proved to be more effective and sustainable than 
exogenous models. That means the internal cultural factors in the 
developing countries have played bigger role than the external foreign aid 
and technology. Those countries with rich cultural heritage were more 
successful in the qualitative human development, as they were provided 
with resources and energy for creative development. 

The nexus between culture and development is now generally recognised. 
But the specific contribution of ICH to the creative development should be 
verified and evaluated more.  

I have acknowledged already the great contribution of the scientific Korean 
writing system, Hangul, to the substantial development of information 
technology, and computers, and smart phones.  

Hangul has twenty-four letters, fourteen consonants and ten vowels. So 
entering information is mechanically and scientifically easier in computers 
and smart phones, even children can send messages.  

3. Third, the Convention declares obviously its purposes and its interests in 

the sorts of ICH. 

Article II says, “Consideration will be given solely to such intangible 
cultural heritage as is compatible with existing international human rights 
instruments, as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among 
communities, groups, and individuals, and of sustainable development.” 



 

 

It means that the Convention will not be interested in safeguarding every 
ICH element, but solely such ICH elements that are compatible with the 
principles of human rights, peaceful coexistence, and sustainable 
development.  

This passage in Article 2 shows clearly that the main concern of this 
Convention is to safeguard and promote the visibility and viability of ICH 
that is compatible with those values and goals.  

Human rights, peace, and sustainable development are inseparably inter-
connected.  And the holistic concept of sustainable development nowadays 
contains human rights and peace as the indispensable element.  

The three pillars of sustainable development—social cohesion, economic 
growth, environmental preservation—are not to be achieved without a 
guarantee of human rights and peace.  

So, now the question is how much can ICH safeguarding contribute to 
achieving sustainable development. There are innumerable experiences 
and examples showing the nexus between contemporary sustainable 
development and traditional culture, knowledge, skills, customs and values.  

The wisdom of our ancestors and value systems of traditional society, 
which have permeated into the prevailing ICH, have helped solve the 
serious problem of land degradation, water shortages, and environmental 
management for forests, rivers, and seas.  

Sometimes indigenous knowledge and traditional customs bring valuable 
insights to critical issues such as ecological challenges, biodiversity, and 
climate changes. 

ICHCAP has just published a field survey report that was carried out by the 
Vanuatu Cultural Centre. I was very impressed. The fieldworkers’ project in 
Vanuatu was initiated some thirty years ago, and it is regarded as a good 
model for community participation in cultural heritage management. 
Voluntary fieldworkers were sent to local communities to organise and 
record important rituals, practices, and indigenous knowledge to transmit 
and safeguard this traditional cultural heritage. 

I was also very inspired to read the following from the report:  

People need to be made aware of practical examples of the 
contemporary use and applicability of traditional knowledge in today’s 
world. Traditional knowledge like spawning migration routes, 
aggregation sites and lunar periodicity of fish and crabs for example are 
critical to the management of resources…It is important for people 
working in the environmental, resource management and developmental 
fields to understand the value and applicability of traditional knowledge 
in contemporary society and not to continue to perpetuate the myth that 
western scientific knowledge is somehow superior to Pacific knowledge.  



 

 

Traditional medicine, like acupuncture, acupressure, herbal medicine, and 
healing customs with hands and simple fruits, are practiced internationally 
and are gradually becoming more and more recognised for their 
effectiveness.  

“In Mozambique, when bitten by mosquitos, people rub onion on their skin. 
In Cameroon, when people have stomach problems, they eat a grain called 
‘bitter cola’ to heal themselves. There are hundreds of traditional ways to 
heal and maintain health.  

In this regard, Convention has stated, “The existence of ICH itself is a 
guarantee of sustainable development” (Resolution to Adopt the 
Convention). The Operational Directives emphasised that awareness must 
be raised about the importance of ICH as a means to sustainable 
development. 

 

Towards Visibility and Viability of ICH 

Among the three lists established by this Convention, most States Parties prefer to 
nominate their important elements for inscription on the Representative List of ICH 
of humanity. Only a few numbers of State Parties have submitted their nomination 
for inscription on the Urgent Safeguarding List. There is a great imbalance between 
the two lists. 

Although the Convention organised some assistance measures for this Urgent 
Safeguarding List, many States Parties are hesitating to nominate the ICH elements 
that are really in danger of disappearing and in need of urgent safeguarding, with 
the consideration of their national prestige.  

Anyhow the real purpose of this listing system is to raise awareness of the 
significance of ICH and to ensure better visibility and to promote viability of ICH.  

Safeguarding means according to the Convention, all the measures and processes 
that can make ICH visible and viable. These include identification, documentation, 
research, preservation, protection, promotion, enhancement, transmission, 
education, and revitalization.  

My centre ICHCAP, with the long name “International Information and Networking 
Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region under the auspices 
of UNESCO” has been given by UNESCO a mission and mandate to support States 
Parties for effectively implementing the Convention and to facilitate cooperation and 
networking of stakeholders, involved with the safeguarding activities including 
governments, local communities, civil societies, NGOs, practitioners, and related 
experts. 

As Article 19 of the Convention notes, “international cooperation, including the 
exchange of information and experience, joint initiatives, and the establishment of a 
mechanism of assistance to States Parties in their efforts to safeguard the ICH”, is 
very important work, as “safeguarding ICH is of general interest to humanity, and to 



 

 

that end bilateral, sub-regional, regional, and international cooperation” is very 
necessary. 

I think, this Article 19 demonstrates us the rational and the aims of our gathering 
here, and it explains why we have to meet and what tasks we should carry out 
together.    

Let us think together and go together to accomplish our sacred mission of 
safeguarding and revitalizing our valuable cultural heritage for a peaceful and 
sustainable future of our country and our global community.  

Thank you.  

  



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
Fiji ratified the 2003 UNESCO Convention for ICH in 2010. A year prior Fiji cabinet 
had approved that the Department of National Heritage, Culture & Arts as the focal 
point for culture & heritage matters in Fiji and as the initiator for the ratification of 
the 2003 Convention to set up a secretariat to ensure the implementation of the 
latter at the national level is facilitated. This also inculcates amongst others making 
the 2003 Convention visible and also making ICH safeguarding an important 
component or priority of key cultural and/or culture-related agencies in Fiji. 
 
A key principle that we have come to realize is that ICH is living. It is a part of the 
daily lives and activities of the indigenous Fijians and also other ethnic groups, for 
example observing taboos placed on places and relationships and even contributing 
to various rituals and ceremonies. So with this it brings us to the question at what 
level should we really try to facilitate the implementation of the requirements of the 
Convention? The approach we have taken as most have pursued is to strategize and 
link requirements of the convention to institutional activities. The main reasons are 
to: 

 Minimize the duplication of functions by culture institutions; 
 Promote appreciation and recognition of ICH at the national level; 
 Culture Sector Personnel to value the importance of ICH in regards to work;  
 Revitalize endangered ICH as they holistically contribute to our identity as a 

community. 
Hence, this paper envisages a general structure that Fiji proposes to use to enhance 
visibility of ICH. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  

STRATEGY/PLAN ACTIVITY INSTITUTIONS 
RESPONSIBLE 

OUTPUT ICH VISIBILITY 

ICH VISIBILITY THROUGH ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS. 

Demarcating roles and 
responsibilities for key 
stakeholders 

Identifying the key ICH stakeholders – Fiji has 
already existing institutions that have been 
implementing ICH activities: 

 iTaukei Institute of Language & Culture; 
 Fiji Arts Council; 
 Fiji Museum; 
 Multi-Cultural Centres; 
 iTaukei Trust Fund Board; 
 Provincial Councils; 
 Creativiti; 
 Conservatorium of Music; 

Department of 
National Heritage, 
Culture & Arts – 
Secretariat. 
 
Ministry of iTaukei 
Affairs. 

 Role demarcated; 
 Strategies developed; 
 ICH included in 

development plans for 
each institutions 

Institutions value ICH 
 
Personnel appreciate 
ICH 
 
Personnel understand 
their role in terms of 
ICH safeguarding 

Setting up of a National 
Secretariat for ICH in Fiji.  

Coordinate activities and implementation of 
obligatory requirements as a state party to the 
UNESCO 2003 Convention for ICH Safeguarding in 
Fiji. 

Department of 
National Heritage, 
Culture & Arts 

 Principal responsibilities 
identified and 
implemented. 

 Policy and legislative 
measure for ICH developed 

 National Action Plan 2014-
18 developed and 
implemented. 

Recognition of 
safeguarding ICH in 
national development 
plans and strategies of 
government. 

Identifying ICH Sub-
Centres around the 
country. 

ICH Sub-Centres established in major districts and 
provinces around Fiji through MOUs to carry out 
implementation activities at the community level 
including awareness-raising: 
Suva, Lautoka, Ba, Nausori, Navua, Sigatoka, 
Rakiraki, Savusavu, Labasa, Nabouwalu, Levuka, 
Lakeba, Vunisea, Rotuma. 
 
Centres will allow for the free-flow of information, 
management of collected information, direct 
assistance rendered on areas of need for ICH 
safeguarding, elevate the importance of 
safeguarding ICH in the country and basically  

Department of 
National Heritage 
 
Culture-Sector 
Agencies 
 
Provincial Councils 
 
Government Depts. & 
Statutory Authorities. 
 
 

Sub-Centres established. 
 
Sub-Centres’ plans and 
strategies developed. These 
to emanate from national 
development plans and 
strategies for ICH. 

Appreciation of ICH at 
the community level. 
 
Community level 
safeguarding and 
promotion activities 
pertinent to ICH 
practiced and elevated. 



 

 

  

STRATEGY/PLAN ACTIVITY INSTITUTIONS 
RESPONSIBLE 

OUTPUT ICH VISIBILITY 

 recognize this important element of cultural 
continuity and identity. 

   

ICH VISIBILITY THROUGH AWARENESS RAISING  

Awareness raising and 
information programmes 
proposed and 
established. 

ESTABLISHED PROGRAMMES: 
1. Using the Radio – weekly programme on 

Radio Fiji for the indigenous population; 
regular invitation by local radio 
broadcasting houses for agency explanation 
of functions and roles; 

2. Using the Television – weekly “Noda 
Gauna” Programme on Fiji TV. Equivalent 
Hindi Programme etc.  

3. Internet – the Ministry of Information 
(govt. website), Ministry of iTaukei Affairs 
website. 

4. Festivals – the annual Bua Festival 
showcases all forms of indigenous art; 
Hibiscus Festival displays cultural items – 
dances, craft making etc. Participation at 
regional festivals – Mel. Festival of Arts, 
Pacific Arts Festivals. 

5. Exhibitions – the annual National Heritage 
Art Exhibition; annual National Art 
Exhibition; Museum ICH exhibits 

6. Chiefly Sessions, Village, District and 
Provincial Council Meetings – invitations 
to participate and create awareness 
regarding ICH is on-going. 

7. Newspapers – regular articles on various 
ICH elements publicized. Media releases on 
cultural activities organized and 
participated. 

8. Posters/Brochures – developed. 
 

 
Radio broadcasting 
houses – FBC, 
Communications Fiji 
etc. 
 
TV Broadcasting 
houses – Mai TV, Fiji 
TV, FBC TV, Sky Pacific 
– paid TV.  
 
Government Ministries 
 
Private bodies; 
Provincial Offices 
Fiji Arts Council 
 
Fiji Arts Council. 
Fiji Museum 
 
Provincial Offices 
District Offices 
 
 
Fiji Sun, Fiji Times, 
Film & TV Unit, 
Magazines etc. 
 

 
Research articles and 
materials made available. 
 
Footages of ICH promotion 
available. 
 
Dedicated websites with ICH 
information; 
 
 

Awareness raising: 
*encourage people to 
take action; 
*public will recognize, 
value and respect ICH; 
*visibility of 
importance of ICH for 
the mass media; 
*encourage 
communities to 
promote the 
transmission of ICH at 
the local level; 
 
 



 

 

  

STRATEGY/PLAN ACTIVITY INSTITUTIONS 
RESPONSIBLE 

OUTPUT ICH VISIBILITY 

 PROPOSED PROGRAMMES: 
1. Communications and Information, 

Awareness Strategy for ICH developed. 
MEDIUM SUB-

ACTIVITI
ES 

AWAREN
ESS 
ABOUT 
WHAT? 

PURPOSE 
/ 
OBJECTIV
E 

WHO’S 
ROLE? 

RESULTS  

1. E.g. 
SCHO
OLS 

(Classes) 

Develop 
colouring 
books for 
classes 1 
– 5; 
Create 
songs, 
lullabies, 
poems 

Importan
ce of 
respectin
g Totems 
as an ICH 
element 
of the 
itaukei. 

Identify 
Locate 
Conserve 
Respect 
Appreciate 

TILC 
DNHCA 
TLFC 
TTFB 
FTA 
CAS 

Students 
empowered. 
Respect the 
environment
. 
Solidarity 
enhanced. 
Interest 
aroused. 

2. Fiji ICH Webpage through the DNHCA 
website; 

3. Facebook Page – Fiji ICH. 
4. Posters/brochures etc developed in 

languages other than English and 
indigenous Fijian e.g. Rotuman, Hindi. 

5. Feasibility study on traditional architecture 
etc. 

6. Seminars on ICH institutions in Fiji, selected 
endangered ICH elements etc. 

7. Implement the national festival strategy and 
provincial festival plan; 

Department of 
National Heritage, 
Culture & Arts 
 
ICH agencies in Fiji. 
 
Ministry of 
Information 
 
Ministry of Education 
 
iTaukei Trust Fund 
Board 
 
Fijian Teachers 
Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communication Strategy 
developed. 
 
ICH Webpage applied on 
DNHCA website. 
 
Posters translated and 
developed. 
 
Recommendations from 
studies analyzed and 
implemented. 
 
Seminars on selected topics 
organized. 
 
 

Awareness raising: 
*encourage people to 
take action; 
*public will recognize, 
value and respect ICH; 
*visibility of 
importance of ICH for 
the mass media; 
*encourage 
communities to 
promote the 
transmission of ICH at 
the local level; 
 

ICH VISIBILITY THROUGH IDENTIFYING AND INVENTORYING OF ICH IN FIJI  

Creation of a “National 
Inventory” and 
inventories for other 
ethnic groups.  

Fiji has inventories existing amongst various 
institutions and because of the need to have 
inventories for other ethnic groups – there is the 
proposal to create a database of various inventories 
for ICH elements for future reference. Attached as 
ANNEX 1 is a matrix of institutions with existing 
inventories. 
 

 

Department 
 
ICH related agencies in 
Fiji.  

Mapping of Rotuman ICH 
followed by Melanesian 
communities in Fiji, Rabi & 
Kioa Islanders. Hindi and 
Chinese to follow thereafter.  

ICH elements 
currently practiced 
will be more visible 
and appreciated by 

other communities. 



 

 

  

STRATEGY/PLAN ACTIVITY INSTITUTIONS 
RESPONSIBLE 

OUTPUT ICH VISIBILITY 

ICH VISIBILITY THROUGH RESEARCH & DOCUMENTATION IN THE VERNACULAR. 

Encourage research and 
publications to enhance 
ICH  

1. Inventorying previously published research 
and documentation of ICH; 
 

2.  Encourage research on ICH – 
 A small grant provided through the 

Department provides for this 
activity. 

 ITaukei Institute of Language & 
Culture undertakes research on all 
aspects of Fijian culture. 

 Pacific research encouraged 
through the Institute of Pacific 
Studies – USP.  

 Fijian Teachers Association has 
publicized a lot of materials in the 
indigenous lingua franca. 

 Fiji Museum publishes through 
their “Domodomo” Publication ICH 
research in Fiji; 

 

3. Publication Houses established: 
 iTaukei Trust Fund Board is now 

an established publication house 
for indigenous publications; 

 Fiji Museum publishes the annual 
Domodomo.  

 USP – IPS – publication house. 
 

4. E- and video documentaries developed: 
 A new medium of publicizing ICH, 

the TILC uses this as a medium to 
educate people about ICH elements. 

Department of National 
Heritage, Culture & 

Arts. 
 

Universities – USP, UoF, 
FNU. 

 
Teacher Associations 

 
Fiji History Association 

 
Provincial Offices 

 
ICH Agencies 

 
iTaukei Institute of 
Language & Culture 

 
iTaukei Trust Fund 

Board 
 

Fiji Arts Council 

 
ICH documentaries 
publicized.  
 
Researches publicized. 
 
ICH Publications produced – 
ICH: Bilingual Dictionary 
 
 
 
 

 
Visibility of ICH more 
prominent with 
circulation of 
publications. 



 

 

STRATEGY/PLAN ACTIVITY INSTITUTIONS 
RESPONSIBLE 

OUTPUT ICH VISIBILITY 

ICH VISIBILITY IN FIJI SCHOOLS  

Culture and Education 
Strategy implemented – 
inclusive ICH Activities 

1. Audit of ICH activities in schools. 
 

2. Registration of ICH Practitioners and LHTs 
with the Fiji Teacher Registration Board. 

 
3. ICH to be included in the Fiji Culture & 

Education Strategy; 
 

4. Children toolkits and workbooks to be 
developed. 
 

5. One Laptop Per Child Project – loading of 
vernacular languages and pictorials + 
activities on ICH in laptop. 

Department of 
National Heritage, 
Culture. 
 
ICH Institutions 
 
Ministry of Education 

Schools organized programs 
on ICH promotion and 
revitalization. 
 
Transmission of ICH to the 
younger generation. 
 
LHTs formally registered 
and recognition. 

Children and students 
will value and 
appreciate ICH. 
 
Improve education of 
young people. 
 
 

ICH VISIBILITY THROUGH COMMUNITY INITIATIVES 

Increased ICH Activities 
emanating from 
communities 

The aim of this initiative is to encourage 
communities to take the initiative to implement 
revitalization and ICH promotion activities. The 
communities apply for a small grant with the 
Department to implement initiatives in their villages 
or districts. Some notable initiatives: 

→ Kaba Women Association Handicraft 

Development Workshop; 

→ District of Vugalei Handicraft Development 

Workshop; 

→ District of Nakoilava Handicraft Development 

& Traditional Bure Building Revitalization 

Workshop; 

→ Bagata Village Traditional Bure 

Revitalization Workshop; 

→ District of Burebasaga Traditional Bure 

Revitalization Workshop; 

 
Communities 
 
Department of 
National Heritage 
 
ICH Agencies 

 
Community projects funded 
and implemented. 
 
Infrastructures inaugurated. 
 
 
 
 

 
Communities become 
conscientious of ICH, 
its importance and 
continuity.  



 

 

 
 
In conclusion, the key to have this matrix implemented is through partnerships created or existing, at all levels. We are indeed fortunate to have at the 
international assistance and support of the Category 2 Centres, CRIHAP and ICHCAP who have made it possible in many areas of our work. 

→ Natalaira Traditional Bure Revitalization 

Workshop; 

→ District of Nalawaki Traditional Bure 

Revitalization Workshop 

→ Revitalization of Rotuman traditional dance 

(iTumuta) 



 

[ANNEX] Matrix of existing inventories with responsible institutions. 
 

  

INSTITUTION INVENTORY TYPE SCOPE FUNDING 

Institute of iTaukei 
Language & Culture 
(Government) 

Database on Traditional 
Knowledge & Cultural 
Expressions (ICH) 
Fijian Dictionary Project 
(cultural research) 

Specifically for the 
indigenous Fijians 
(itaukei 
community) 
 

Fiji Government 

Fiji Arts Council (Civil 
Society Organization for 
the Arts 

Database of Elements of ICH 
(partially complete) 

Other ethnic groups 
in Fiji listed in 3.1 
above 

ICHCAP (Korea) 

Fiji Broadcasting 
Commission (Statutory) 

Archival List of audio 
recordings (interviews, 
performances etc) ICH 

All ethnic groups in 
Fiji (emphasis on 
the iTaukei) 

Fiji Broadcasting 
Commission  

Fiji Museum (statutory) Oral History Project Listing All ethnic groups in 
Fiji 

Fiji Museum 

Film & TV Unit List of video recordings and 
pictures collection from 
early establishment (ICH 
Information included) 

All ethnic groups Fiji Government 

iTaukei Lands & Fisheries 
Commission 

Books on genealogy, titular 
rights, land boundaries. 

Specifically for the 
indigenous Fijians 

Fiji Government 



 

 
 
 
The Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) is a sovereign nation having a special 
political relationship with the United States referred to as the Compact of Free 
Association.  The FSM consists of 607 islands spread through approximately a 
million square miles in the western Pacific Ocean.  The 607 islands vary from 
relatively large, high mountainous islands of volcanic origin to small low islets or 
atolls.  The four major island groups, also called states, of the FSM are Yap, Chuuk, 
Pohnpei, and Kosrae.  
 
Linguistic and archaeological evidence indicate that about two thousand years ago, a 
group of people sharing similar language(s), having some agricultural skills, having 
extremely sophisticated maritime technology and knowledge entered the eastern 
part of the FSM.  For the next 1500 years these Austronesian speakers slowly 
dispersed westward through Kosrae, Pohnpei, Chuuk and on to Yap Island where 
earlier colonizers had successfully established a society.  Prior to Western contact, 
development of unique traditions, customs, and languages on each of the four main 
island groups of the FSM occurred as a result of isolation and lack of frequent 
interaction.  
 
The FSM, conscious of the importance of this cultural heritage, very early on passed 
Title 26 of the FSM Code, dealing with the protection and preservation of its history 
and culture.  The policy of the FSM is stated clearly in Title 26:  
 

It is the policy of the Federated States of Micronesia to protect and preserve the 
diverse cultural heritage of the people of Micronesia and, in furtherance of that 
policy, to assist in the identification and maintenance of those areas, sites, and 
objects of historical significance within the Federated States of Micronesia.  (Title 
26, Section 101). 

 
The protection is three-fold and is directed to cultural attributes, historic properties 
and historical artifacts. 
 
  



 

These terms are defined thus: 
 

(1) "Cultural attributes" means all aspects of local culture, tradition, arts, crafts, 

all social institutions, forms of expression, and mode of social interaction. 

(2) "Historic Property" means sites, structures, buildings, objects, and areas of 

significance in local history, archaeology, or culture. 

(3) "Historical artifact" means an object produced by human beings 30 or more 

years previously.  (Title 26, Section 102) 

 
Title 26 also prohibits the destruction, transportation, or exportation of historical 
artifacts. 
 
The framers of the FSM Constitution made sure Micronesian customs and traditions 
remain a continuing part of Micronesian life by including a Traditional Rights article 
in the Constitution: 
 

Article V – Traditional Rights 
 
Section 1.  Nothing in this Constitution takes away a role or function of a 
traditional leader as recognized by custom and tradition […] 
 

Section 2.  The traditions of the people of the Federated States of Micronesia may 
be protected by statue.  If challenged as violative of Article 1V, protection of 
Micronesian tradition shall be considered a compelling social purpose warranting 
such governmental action.  […] 

 
The FSM Congress in October of 2012 passed a resolution to adopt the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage Convention.  Subsequently, the ratification instrument was signed 
by the FSM Secretary of Foreign Affairs and transmitted to UNESCO, Paris.   
 
The National Government especially the Office of National Archives, Culture and 
Historic Preservation, is responsible for the introduction and explanation of the ICH 
Convention and its Implementation.  In this effort our office will assist and 
coordinate with each of the FSM states in hosting ICH Awareness Raising Workshops, 
similar to the one recently concluded by the State of Yap on March 26 – 29, 2013. 
 
 ICH visibility in the FSM can be achieved through similar workshops, and the 
experiences from this first ever ICH Awareness Raising Workshop in the FSM  can 
then be used as a template for workshops in the other 3 states of Chuuk, Yap and 
Pohnpei.   
 
In the above case, for example, we utilized local radio and newspaper to announce 
the purpose and aim of the workshop, what the ICH Convention was all about; the 
benefits of implementation and what the expectations will be after implementation.  
Two DVD’s were also produced; one to educate the steering committee and another 
for the general public. 
 



 

For the present, this collaborative and participatory approach is one of the 
strategies that the National Government will employ in its efforts to raise ICH 
visibility in the FSM. 
  
We are thankful to be invited to participate in this Sub-regional and Network 
Meeting for ICH Safeguarding in the Pacific and look forward to learning from your 
experiences. 
  



 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

  
 



 

 

 
 
 
This serves to update progress where Tonga stands in regards to the 2003 
Convention on Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) in terms of 
achievements and challenges faced since the 3rd   Sub - regional meeting that was 
held in Cook Island  in February 2012. 
 
Please kindly note of the Government restructure which was effective as from 1st of 
July, 2012 hence the Culture Division was transferred from the Ministry of 
Education, Women’s Affairs and Culture to the newly established Ministry of 
Internal Affairs. The same mandate is still continued to perform with addition of 
responsibilities. 
 
There are only two conventions Tonga signed which are 1972 World Cultural 
Heritage Convention and 2003 Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
Convention. Tonga is continuing to receive benefits from signing these two 
conventions and at the same time also faced challenges and constraints. This has 
been resulted from the problems of westernization, globalization and migration and 
we have to act professionally in trying means and sources  to maintain, preserve, 
develop and promote our traditional cultures otherwise it will be drifted away from 
us and nothing to be kept to the next generation. Hence, the transmission of skills 
from one generation to the next generation is one of the vital activities to adopt 
through formal, non formal and informal education. 
 
The Culture Division, Ministry of Internal Affairs is guiding by the following outcome 
objectives (Tonga Strategic Development Framework (TSDF) 2011 – 2014): 
 

1. Strong inclusive communities, by engaging districts villages/communities 

in meeting their prioritized service needs and ensuring equitable 

distribution of development benefits. 

2. Cultural awareness, environmental sustainability, disaster risk 

management and climate change adaptation, integrated into all planning 

and implementation of programmes, by establishing and adhering the 

appropriate procedures and implementation of programmes, by 

establishing and adhering the appropriate procedures and consultation 

mechanisms. 



 

These are the activities being executed in 2012/2013 financial year in relation to 
implement 2003 Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage Convention at the 
national level listed herewith: 

 Attended 3rd  Sub – regional network meeting held in Cook Island , 

February  2012; 

 Completed Field Survey Project with Centre of Asia, Pacific Intangible 

Cultural Heritage (ICHCAP); 

 Completed public consultations to the outlying districts on draft National 

Cultural Policy in Jan, 2013; 

 Cabinet endorsement of National Cultural Policy at the end of April, 2013,  

 Kava Kuo Heka exhibitions 2013 as from 16 – 19 July, 2013 and launching 

of the policy on 16 July, 2013; 

 Strengthen relationship with other ethnic groups in Tonga; 

 Promote traditional cooking, traditional farming and navigation skills and 

arts exhibition; 

 Signed Phase 2 of the  Joint Project Agreement Tonga and ICHCAP, 

November, 2012; 

 Transcribed data on ICH; 

 Reviewed Inventory Form to be used on National Inventory in Tongatapu 

(Phase 2,ICHCAP); 

 Curriculum Reform ,Tongan Society & Culture from Form 1 to Form 7 being  

introduced, Curriculum Development Unit, Ministry of Education and 

Training;  

 Local festivals and cerebration  of school anniversaries is an ongoing 

activities; 

 Education Week to be held from 10 – 12 July, 2013 

 Attended workshop funded by International Centre for Intangible Cultural 

Heritage –  (CRIHAP) People’s Republic of China on the implementation of 

2003 Convention at the National Level 13 – 20 December, 2012. 

 Granted Ministerial approval to establish Advisory Committee to Culture in 

January, 2013. 

 
The phase 2 of the Joint Project Agreement being reviewed and it is now from 
November, 2012 – October, 2013. The outcome objective is to establish safeguarding 
system for Intangible Cultural Heritage in Tonga. These are the key activities to be 
completed by then: 
 

 Prepare for Intangible Cultural Heritage inventory making; 

 Conduct field work with ICH experts; 

 Begin inventory making and identifying ICH bearers; 

 Prepare draft of a possible legal, document to complement existing 

regulations and law; 

 Organise an evaluation meeting for the second phase of the joint project. 



 

Cultural Issues 
 

1. No National Cultural Legislation; 

2. Financial support is very minimal; 

3. Need to strengthen the cultural sectors; 

4. Interest of the young people in cultural development is seemingly eroding; 

5. Lack of teaching and learning materials & technical equipments; 

6. No database; 

7. Capacity building, short term training programme & work attachment is 

limited 

8. Need to increase trained personnel in cultural arts management training; 

9. Despite potential of cultural industries to develop but no cultural 

economists; 

10. Lack of budget and shortage of manpower to meet the needs associate 

National Cultural Implementation  plan 2012 – 2015; 

11. To kindly note that two of our senior officers have reached retirement age 

of 60 in December 2012 and February, 2013. 

12. The contribution of culture to economic development is not reported 

accurately (cultural statistics); 

13. Lack of coordination amongst government and non-government related 

agencies on cultural activities; 

Despite these issues being identified but we still see opportunities for us to pursue 
and striving to do our best in order to achieve our aim at preserve, develop, promote 
and safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage at the national level. Suggestions 
are made for the way forward to proceed: 
 
Way Forward 
 

1. Put Culture as one of Government priorities and mainstreaming all 

programmes; 

2. Improve coordination amongst culture sectors; 

3. Improve relationship with district/village communities relationship (town 

officer to be trained and utilised  for promotion and preservation of culture 

at community level; ease number of scholarships on cultural arts 

management training; 

4. Ensure funds available  to implement National Implementation Plan 2012 - 

2015; 

5. Establish a focal point to administer  artists, cultural producers and 

entrepreneurs; 

6. Strengthen awareness on Intellectual Property and Copyright Act ; 

7. Create central database for all cultural activities; 

8. Strengthen documentation as part of vital aspects on ICH; 

9. Establish National Cultural Council as advisory board to Culture Division , 

Ministry of Internal Affairs; 



 

10. Promote cultural industries as a vital strategy to address Millenium 

Development Goal in eradication of poverty. 

11. Anticipate Tonga participate in 2014 Polyfest to be held in Auckland; 

12. Continue cultural exchange programmes amongst Asia – Pacific countries. 

As to conclude, Tonga is striving to conduct various activities in relations to 2003 
Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage Convention. We are very fortunate to 
receive technical assistance of CRIHAP and ICHCAP to guide us on future activities to 
be implemented. Even though we are still working on the Inventory Form but there 
is also an indication from CRIHAP that there will be another workshop to be 
conducted on the National Inventory to be done in June, 2013 which will help us to 
move forward on Phase 2 of the ICHCAP project. In terms of resources we have, 
prioritization will be a tool for us to use at the meantime. 
 
A big thank you to ICHCAP for always extend their support to us at all times. 

 



 

 

 

 
 
The Lycée Louis Antoine de Bougainville initiate with its partners (Vanuatu Cultural 
center, Malfatumaori Council of chiefs, Vanuatu Council of Woman and the Ministry 
of Education of Vanuatu) a project of learning student to traditional knowledge. The 
school administration and its staff believe that the traditional technologies are 
alternatives for social, environmental and economic problems for communities in 
Vanuatu. The Lycée LAB observes that there is a need that these skills of leaving in 
communities are in critical situation because the context of the transmission to 
young people in the past by elders is no longer the same. In past youth use to leave 
in the village and participate in activities that favors their learning of those 
technologies. Today youth spent most of their life and time in the schools. For this 
reason Lycée LAB and his partners have noticed that in the national curriculum 
there is no program targeting that issue. So it is crucial to implement cultural 
activities in school and teaching traditional know-how to equip youth with skills for 
live in local communities.  
 
The idea is to make traditional know how a compulsory subject due to their 
importance in social, environmental and economic development. In order to make it 
compulsory, will bring importance to this traditional value among youths in schools, 
to consider traditional technologies in the same level of teaching as maths, history 
and other subjects. The Lycée LAB and his partners are currently implementing 
some traditional technologies that are beneficial for communities. It is also required 
to recruit men and women in the provinces of Vanuatu who are competent in 
teaching these heritages to students.    
 
 The project is already started at 2012 and students are learning how to wave 
traditional matts and bag and also how to make walls of traditional houses with 
bamboos. The cultural activities also include the preparation of traditional dishes 
and other more cultural activities. Technical people who coordinate the project have 
put in place an annual progression of each activities and trained some of competent 
people how to proceed in the transmission of those values and how to evaluate  
students in this area. An annual festival will be organized at school compound to 
display skills learning throught out the year. There is also a planning of exhibition at 
Vanuatu Cultural Center every year about artifacts produced by students. There will 
be a publication of monographic study of each activities carried by Lycée School and 
his partners.  This aspect of the project will bring actors of the project to evaluate if 
these heritages are in danger of disappearance or not so that measures will be taken 
to promote them and to safeguard them or to classify them.  
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Preamble 
 
The Cook Islands were very fortunate to have had leaders who understood the 
importance of cultural heritage in our society. 
 
Albert Henry the first Premier of the Cook Islands from 1965-1978 established a 
unit to record, document and collate ICH everywhere including, traditions, customs, 
rituals, oral heritage, historic accounts, etc. The significance of this is that, it 
happened against a background of “cultural suppression” or “cultural engineering” 
whereby western culture and western values were priority over local culture & 
values. This started with the arrival of early missionaries in the 1800s and continued 
by the colonial rulers culminating in the “blue laws” through the early 1900s.  
 
These included: 

1. No speaking of Maori language at schools,  

2. Western culture history promoted and local history resigned to myths & 

fairy tales eg. Ocean voyaging 

We are fortunate that the 1965 1st general election of our first national government 
also brought in Albert Henry who started setting about changing these things. 
 
Sir Geoffery Henry who was Prime Minister throughout the 1990s carried on the 
legacy of Albert Henry and his legacy includes: 
 

1. Establishing the Ministry of Cultural Development with it’s own Act called 

the MOCD Act 1990, 

2. Built our current National Culture Centre (NCC) compromising of: 

a. National Museum 

b. Anthropology Unit 

c. National Library 

d. Naitional Archives 

e. National Auditorium  



 

3. Gave cultural program and activities much support including: 

a. Support for the Cook Islands hosting the 6th Festival of Pacific Arts in 

1992 

b. Supporting another former Prime Minister Sir Thomas Davis to 

revive our Ocean Voyaging history. 

MOCD is mandated to preserve and promote the cultural heritage of the Cook 
Islands. 
 
 
Current measures at national level – in relation to implementing the 2003 
Convention 
 

1. Policies & Legislation – the enactment of legislations and policies; 

a. MOCD Act 1990 

b. Artefacts and Antiquities Act 1994 

c. Cultural and Historic Places Act 1994 – CHP Trust 

d. Reo Maori Act 2003 – Reo Maori Commission 

e. Traditional Knowledge Bill 2013 – draft bill now completed and 

planned for introduction into Parliament at it’s next sitting. 

2. Education  

a. Supporting the Ministry of Education (MOE) to include culture into 

the education curriculum.  

b. Whereas before we learn about British history, now students are 

required to research their own local history.  

c. Promoting and running traditional oratory activities, called “kai 

korero” 

 

3. In country research – promoting and encouraging research into our own ICH: 

a. Setting themes for cultural events and programmes for focus and 

research 

i. During Te Maeva Nui, the National Celebrations of Self-

Governing, themes were given for each year: 

1. 2001 – “The beginning and creation of my traditional 

community” 

2. 2003 – “The traditions of my traditional community” 

3. 2009 – “Traditional welcomes”...rituals, rites, etc. 

4. 2011 – “The traditional wise sayings of my traditional 

community” 

5. 2012 – “My Maori language” 

6. 2013 – “Traditional costumes” 

b. Supporting local academic research. 

Working with the National Research Committee and CI Research 

Society to support local academic research in cultural heritage. 



 

Example – latest academic research in the process for approval by 

the National Research Committee: 

i. Research – Ms Syaka Tairi, PhD candidate at AUT. 

ii. Proposed research title - Incorporating Atiu Island 

indigenous knowledge into the learning of science education 

curriculum concepts in secondary schools 

iii. Purpose - research will critically examine the use of Science-

related Atiu island Indigenous knowledge of bark making 

process constructs, into relevant aspects of the Cook Islands 

Science Curriculum at secondary school level.  

iv. Method - Semi structured in-depth interviews using video 

recordings as well as written to capture 

v. Notes - The idea from the indigenous knowledge gained from 

this research will benefit curriculum developers in MOE and 

the teachers to reinforce the recognition of traditional 

knowledge in our students learning and how it can be 

incorporated into the learning of scientific concepts at school. 

This part of revitalizing of cultural values and building our 

identity.  

4. Reo Maori / Maori Language 

As the saying goes, “at the death of a language, so dies much of man’s 

wisdom and ingenuity”. 

Without language, there is no understanding and full transfer of traditional 

knowledge or ICH. Under the Reo Maori Act 2003, the Reo Maori 

Commission is tasked with the preservation and development  of Reo Maori. 

Membership includes, MOCD, MOE, Traditional Leaders, Women & Youth. 

 

5. ICH Publications. 

MOCD conducts it’s own publications plus, it also supports other writes and 

publishers through providing ICH material collected by it’s predecessors, 

from it’s own documentation programmes supported by UNESCO, and 

donated for it’s custodianship. 

 

Example: MOCD supported the Library and Museum Society in the 3rd 

Publication of the Stephen Savage Dictionary in 2012, first published in 1962. 

 

The Information Sheet for ICH Publication shows MOCD as an increasing 

publisher of ICH material but also a promoter of other publishers and 

publications. 

  

6. Digitization Programme – now supported by UNESCO with Participation 

Programme funding. 



 

Aimed to make ICH material held by MOCD more accessible to for research, 

publications, education and general use.  

a. UNESCO support to digitize the Audio Visual Collection held in the 

National Archives Division since the 1960s and very hard to access 

as they now exists on old film reels, spools, cassettes, videos, 

betacams, microfiche, etc. This will make these valuable old ICH 

material more easily accessible for research, publication, general use. 

b. Involves a partnership with NZ Film Archives to store, clean, restore, 

digitize and duplicate these for preservation, thus safeguarding them 

as part of our national record. 

 

7. Documentation of ICH 

MOCD takes any and every opportunity within it’s means and resources to 

film and document material, activities and events of national and local 

importance, much of which has ICH.  

Example: MOCD took the opportunity in March 2013 to document a “korero 

workshop” for the traditional leaders of the island of Mangaia. This was 

organised and run by one of the few living experts on Mangaian traditions, 

customs and traditional knowledge. He did this because of some foreign 

influences now creeping into Mangaian culture and traditions. 

 

8. MOCD support for cultural entities and individuals to carry out their cultural 

heritage programmes and activities while also helping them to document 

their own ICH. 

a. Are Ariki – National House of Traditional Paramount Chiefs 

b. Koutu Nui – Lower house of Traditional Chiefs 

Much of the traditional knowledge and ICH is held by the members of 

this house as historians, orators, members of the Are Korero/House 

of Traditional Experts, practitioners of rituals and rites, etc. 

c. Cook Is. Voyaging Society 

 

9. Focus on Heritage Sites and Associated ICH 

The latest WH Workshop held in the Cook Islands highlighted our own 

heritage sites and places, but it also brought focus on the traditional 

knowledge or ICH associated with these sites. Our own people felt very 

strongly that in highlighting our heritage sites and places, the same must 

also be done for associated traditional knowledge or ICH. 

To this end, I’ve been given the authority two weeks ago to prepare the 

Cabinet paper to start our formal process leading to the ratification of the 

2003 Convention. 

This is intended for announcement at the upcoming International Congress 

in China next month. 



 

Plans on Information Building and Sharing (Identification, documentation, 
publications) 
 
MOCD for the first time underwent a basic mapping exercise utilizing the National 
Census in 2011, with the support of UNESCOs Institute on statistics in Canada, SPC 
and EU. 
 
This provided some basic data on the extent, scope and spread of cultural 
involvement and participation throughout the country. 
Next years business plan proposes to do a much more specific cultural survey to 
obtain much more detailed data and indicators for cultural heritage in the country, 
which will include ICH content existing in the form of manuscripts, family writings, 
etc. 
 
The Ministry also has plans to create a National Cultural Heritage Database to bring 
together as much of the national ICH as possible. The basis of this database will be 
from the soon to be digitized AV collection of the National Archives and the ICH 
recordings and writings held by the Anthropology Division all dating back to the 
start from the 1960s. 
 
 
Possible strategies for enhancing ICH visibility through information building 
and sharing at the national level 
 
The key for the future of ICH of the Cook Islands is it’s future population who are 
today it’s young people, and the driver for this is the Education curriculum and 
cultural activities. The aim is to immerse our growing population in the stories, 
legends, customs, and traditions of the country and to make them so proud of it that 
they become it’s guardian, conservators, protectors and advocates. 
 
To tell them that our ancient people did sail, navigate, discover and settle the islands 
of Te Moana Nui O Kiva, the Pacific Ocean. We want them to know this to be true 
instead of early western doctrine that this epic journey over hundreds of years and 
many generations happened by mistake. That our people floated and somehow 
bumped into every country, island and islet in the single biggest feature on earth 
that is the pacific ocean. 
 
But not only to tell them, more importantly to immerse them in it so they experience 
and feel it themselves. Last week we welcome two traditional vaka from Aotearoa to 
Rarotonga where we taught the students of a local college the welcoming ceremony 
it’s associated chants, drumbeats and smoke rite.  
 
MOCD and MOE (Ministry of Education) have started talks and plans to transfer the 
ICH material MOCD holds and will hold in the future into publication and teaching 
materials for our school curriculum. 
 
Any future strategy with the young people in mind, have much more hope of being 
realised in the future. 



 

A major item for MOCD in it’s plan for the next two years is to develop two key 
documents; 

1. Cultural Master Plan – a 3-5 year plan to improve the management of 

cultural heritage in the country. 

2. National Cultural Policy – a long-term document on the place of culture for 

Cook Is. Society and it’s sustainable development into the future. 

 
National process for ratification  
 
As stated before, the highlighting of the WH Convention at the recent WH workshop 
last month have also generated much interest in ICH as well amongst our people, 
and thankfully within our Government. Hence our process of ratification has now 
begun with a decision by Cabinet expected by the beginning of May 2013.  
 
 
Conclusion 
 

1. We have a significant amount of documented ICH – Government, families, 

individuals,  

2. These need to be collated, documented, listed and placed onto a national 

database, 

3. Although it has taken us some time to ratify the 2003 Convention, we are 

still doing things in our country, running programmes and holding activities 

which are all in line with the spirit of the convention. 

4. I envisage that when we ratify the convention, then this will only enhance 

our efforts on ICH safeguarding in-country, and most probably many of our 

activities will be aligned to easily relate to convention formats and systems. 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
Progress in the Pacific 
 
The Pacific Region has been actively engaged in the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
(ICH) Programme.  Since the previous ICHCAP Meeting held in Rarotonga in March 
2012, Federated States of Micronesia ratified the ICH Convention in 2013.  Nauru’s 
Instrument of Ratification was also received by UNESCO in March 2013 and Nauru 
will become party to the ICH Convention shortly.  This means that seven Pacific 
islands countries are now parties to the ICH Convention, which is a half of the total 
14 Pacific islands states.  The internal process towards ratifications is in pipeline in 
some of the remaining Pacific islands states. 
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Table 1: Ratification status of UNESCO Culture Convention by Pacific member states 

(March 2013) 



 

In 2012, UNESCO launched an Asia-Pacific Capacity Building Programme for ICH 
Safeguarding with funding under the UNESCO/Japanese Funds-in-Trust.  From the 
Pacific, PNG and Samoa were selected as participating countries in the Pacific. Under 
this Programme, PNG organized ICH Implementation Workshop (Port Moresby, May 
2012) and ICH Inventorying Workshop (Goroka, October 2012), while Samoa 
organized ICH Implementation Workshop (Apia, February 2012) and plans to 
organize ICH Inventorying Workshop in Savaii in October 2013. 
 
In March 2013, the State of Yap of the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) hosted 
the first ICH Workshop in FSM.  This Workshop funded under the Regular 
Programme of the UNESCO Office in Apia aimed at enhancing awareness of the 
important contribution of the ICH safeguarding to sustainable development and 
providing information on the implementation of the ICH Convention.  Over 50 
people attended the Workshop, which included representatives from the Councils of 
Pilung and Tamol.  Over 50 people attended the workshop on the first day and all 
three days were packed full of interesting and informative presentations on ICH in 
the state of Yap. On the final day of the Workshop, participants engaged in activities 
to prepare for implementation of the ICH program. A crucial first step was to 
identify terminology in the local languages that could describe exactly what ICH is. 
The identified terminologies were “Rarogone” in the Yapese language, “Rongli” in 
the Ulithian language, “Roong” in the Woleaian language, “Roongon” in the 
Satawalese language.  A final activity was to work together to identify as many forms 
of ICH in Yap.  
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Awareness
Raising

Ratification Implementation Inventorying Nomination

Australia

Cook Islands 2010

Fiji 2009

Kiribati 2011

Marshall Islands 2011

Micronesia 2013 (Yap)

Nauru 2011

NZ

Niue

Palau 2010

PNG 2009 2012 2012

Samoa 2010 2012 2013 2013

Solomon Islands 2010

Tonga 2009

Tuvalu

Vanuatu 2008

TOTAL 11 1 3 2

Table 2: Current situation on implementation of the ICH capacity building workshops 
(March 2013) 
 
 



 

Enhancing ICH Visibility 
 
Enhancing ICH visibility is one of key safeguarding measures together with 
awareness-raising, inventorying and revitalization.  These measures are mutually 
reinforcing to be effective in ensuring the transmission of ICH to future generations. 
Article 16.1 of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage (ICH) states; 
 

“In order to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and 
awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural 
diversity, the Committee, upon the proposal of the States Parties concerned, 
shall establish, keep up to date and publish a Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.” 

 
Attention must be paid to the fact that this provision talks about both the visibility of 
ICH and its significance together.  In enhancing visibility of ICH, it is important that 
ICH will be understood not as a simple form of expression but as holistic system 
embracing its socio-cultural dimensions.  For example, historical background, rights 
of ICH custodians, role of communities, traditional protocol, place in society, socio-
economic contributions, safeguarding measures, and so forth.  Failing that presents 
a risk of de-contextualizing ICH, leaving behind its significance and meanings for 
community.    
 
Having said this, I would like to provide you with some examples of UNESCO actions 
with a view to enhancing visibility of ICH. 
 
 
UNESCO Activities and Visibility of ICH Safeguarding 
 
UNESCO website 
 
UNESCO has developed and manage website on ICH attached to the UNESCO 
website1. The UNESCO website contains information on the ICH Convention and its 
mechanisms.  It also includes information on the ICH elements and safeguarding 
programmes inscribed on the two Lists and Register. One can find the nomination 
files, images and videos of the recognized items as well as information on the 
capacity building activities.   
 
The website of the UNESCO Apia Office is also attached to the official website of 
UNESCO2.  This website has a regional focus on the Pacific and aims to address 
issues that are specific to the ICH safeguarding in the region.  The website includes a 
list of articles on the Pacific ICH featured in the ICH Courier, Newsletter of ICHCAP. 
 
  

                                                           
1
 http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?lg=en&pg=00001 

2
 http://www.unesco.org/new/en/apia/ 



 

UNESCO-Samsung Partnership  
 
UNESCO has implemented several other projects for enhancing visibility of ICH.  One 
of the successful examples at global level was UNESCO-Samsung Partnership for ICH. 
In December 2004 which was one year after the adoption of the ICH Convention in 
2003, UNESCO and Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. signed an agreement for promoting 
and safeguarding ICH.  The agreement included the production and broadcasting by 
BBC World of short vignettes on ICH from around the world and a 45-minutes-long 
documentary on selected ICH elements listed on the Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Samsung’s support also made possible: 
 

 the organization of an Exhibition on intangible heritage at Expo 2005 Aichi 
(Japan), 

 the development of its website, 
 the production of a photo series on ICH elements inscribed on the 

Representative List, and 
 the publication of basic texts necessary for the implementation of the ICH 

Convention.  
 
Support to Festivals  
 
Festivals are important activities for enhancing visibility of ICH safeguarding.  At 
regional level, the Festival of Pacific Arts (FOPA) is the biggest cultural event in the 
Pacific.  FOPA held for the first time in Fiji in 1972 has been held every 4 years in 
different Pacific islands and territories, ie., Fiji (1972), NZ (1976), PNG (1980), 
French Polynesia (1985), Australia (1988), Cook Islands (1992), Samoa (1996), New 
Caledonia (2000), Palau (2004), American Samoa (2008)3.  FOPA celebrated its 40th 
anniversary in Solomon Islands in 2012. During the 11th Festival held in the Solomon 
Islands in July 2012, over 3000 visitors enjoyed the traditional music, dances and 
performances of the Pacific and its contemporary arts and expressions. FOPA has 
been coordinated by the Council of Pacific Arts and Culture (CPA), an advisory body 
to the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC).   
 
The Pacific blessed with ICH has long been a subject of researches and surveys 
conducted by researchers such as anthropologists and ethno-musicologists from 
abroad.  Their traditional knowledge and cultural expressions have remained un-
protected by these academic “exploitations”.  This is for this reason that, with the 
help of SPC and WIPO, the Organizing Committee put in place Intellectual Property 
(IP) protection strategy for the 11th FOPA.  These measures included Festival logo, 
media accreditation system, booklet, signs, etc.  Some notices included in the booklet 
distributed among journalists and visitors were as follows4; 
  

                                                           
3
 Karen Stevenson: The Festival of Pacific Arts Celebrating 40 Years, SPC, 2012 

4
 Terri Janke: Intellectual Property and the 11

th
 Festival of Pacific Arts, Solomon Islands, 2012, 

WIPO, 2012 



 

 
Trademark notice: The Festival of Pacific Arts mark is a trademark of the 
Committee of the Festival of the Pacific Arts. The name and logo are used 
under license by Solomon Islands Government, for hosting the 2012 Festival.  
The Solomon Islands Festival of Pacific Arts logo is the official logo and is 
owned and managed by the Solomon Islands Government of Culture.  No 
authorized use is permitted. 
 
Photography, sound recording and filming notice: The photography, 
recording and filming of performances and displays at the Festival is 
generally not permitted, unless: it is for limited, personal, non-commercial 
use; it is expressly permitted in a sign, notice, warning or announcement; in 
the case of commercial photography, filming or recording, a permit has been 
obtained from the Festival Media Centre; permission has been obtained from 
the performers, delegations and Festival organizers.  Any permission must 
cover the full intended uses of the recording. Festival organizers are not 
liable for any unauthorized use or reproduction of expressions of culture, 
including sacred materials, or for any repercussions for failure to obtain 
clearances. 
 
Traditional knowledge notice: The Festival displays a range of materials, 
including art, body painting, tattoos, dance, music, ceremonies, plays, films, 
sound recordings, traditional knowledge, lifestyles, food preparation, 
traditional healing and technical skills.  These materials may be protected by 
IP laws and customary laws of Pacific people.  Some expressions of culture 
may be sacred and/or culturally sensitive.  Cultural protocols for respecting 
traditional knowledge and expression of culture should be followed.  Shared 
cultural expressions should be respectfully used.  Dealing with part or whole 
of the performances and displays, for any unauthorized purpose, may be a 
serious breach of customary laws. 
 

Relating to the above notices, attention needs to be put on profoundly private 
character of traditional cultural expressions or ICH in the Pacific, as well as respect 
for customary laws.  This is worthy of attention when planning enhancing visibility 
of ICH safeguarding in the Pacific. 
 
Cultural Forum 
 
The evaluation carried out by SPC in 2009 with UNESCO’s assistance highlighted 
FOPA’s pioneering role in cultural preservation and revival. The report also 
contained a series of recommendations in order to strengthen its role as forum for 
policy dialogue and advocacy.  As a follow up of this evaluation, the 2nd Ministerial 
Meeting for Culture and Public Symposium on Cultural Rights were held on the 
occasion of the 11th FOPA in 2012.   
 
The final report of the Meeting is available online5.  Ministers and heads of the 
cultural authorities endorsed the Pacific Regional Cultural Strategy (2010-2020) and 
examined progress in the Culture and Education Strategy (2010-2015). UNESCO 
                                                           
5
 http://www.spc.int/hdp/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=184&Itemid=44 . 



 

Apia which attended the Meeting with financial assistance of ICHCAP made a 
presentation on progress of UNESCO activities in the Pacific, urging Pacific islands 
countries to ratify the 2003 Convention and the 2005 Convention as package.  The 
Meeting acknowledged the importance of UNESCO’s normative instruments to 
support the above-mentioned regional strategies. 
 
One of the highlights of the Festival was UNESCO/SPC/WIPO Public Symposium on 
Cultural Rights. Ms Farida Shheed, UN Special Rapporteur on Cultural Rights, took 
part as a keynote speaker. The Symposium discussed cultural rights as integral part 
of human rights. Lively exchange of views was made, exploring linkages between 
cultural rights and ownership of and access to heritage, gender and sustainable 
development.  
 
Further, with support of UNESCO, SPREP, Government of Australia and New Zealand, 
and Pacific Voyaging Society, PIMA/ICOMOS Youth and Heritage Workshop brought 
together Pacific youth to discuss issues on Pacific heritage ranging from intangible 
cultural heritage to climate change. Network among youth has been created and 
they continue to do networking through Facebook Youth Speak !6. 
 
Information Brochure 
 
Information Brochure “Intangible Cultural Heritage in The Pacific” was produced by 
UNESCO Apia Office in partnership with ICHCAP in 2010.  The Brochure is available 
both in printed and electronic format (downloadable from the website of UNESCO in 
Apia).  The objective of this brochure was to ensure a better understanding of ICH 
and to enhance ICH visibility in the region. The findings and photos of the ICH 
consultations held in the Pacific countries with the assistance under the 
UNESCO/Japanese Funds-in-Trust during the period of 2010-2011 were used in the 
brochure.  The brochures have been used extensively at ICH related activities in the 
Pacific and appreciated as useful information material among stakeholders. 
 
 
A Way Forward 
 
10th Anniversary of the ICH Convention (2013) 
 
The ICH Convention celebrates its 10th anniversary.  An international conference is 
planned for June at Chengdu in China.  This conference is expected to contribute to 
the enhanced visibility of the ICH Convention through plenary discussions and 
associated cultural events.  No particular event is foreseen in the Pacific. 
 
Festivals 
 
The 12th FOFA is planned to take place in Guam, USA, in 2016.  Guam delegates who 
attended the 11th Festival in Solomon Islands made progress report in the 
preparation of the 12th Festival in 2016 in Guam. 
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 https://www.facebook.com/akatsukitakahashi?ref=tn_tnmn#!/YouthSpeak2012?fref=ts 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/apia/about-this-office/single-view/news/pacific_youths_speak_about_heritage_in_honiara_solomon_islands/


 

Before that, 5th Melanesia Festival of Arts and Culture (MAF) is planned for July 2014 
in Papua New Guinea. The Melanesia Festival of Arts and Culture emanates from the 
Melanesia Spearhead Group (MSG) comprising of Vanuatu, Fiji, the Solomon Islands, 
Papua New Guinea and New Caledonia’s FLNKS (National Kanak Socialist Liberation 
Front).  MAF was created by MSG in 1995 to promote traditional and contemporary 
cultural expressions from the Melanesia sub-region.  MAF was first hosted in 
Solomon Islands (1998), Fiji (2006), and New Caledonia (2010).  The 2014 Festival 
in PNG will be organized by a National Melanesian Arts and Culture Committee and 
coordinated by the PNG National Cultural Commission. 
 
Cultural Forum 
Samoa will host one of the major UN Conferences in 2014.  The Conference will 
bring together representatives not only from Small Islands Developing States (SIDS) 
but also UN member states in Samoa to discuss sustainable future of SIDS.  The 
Conference dates are provisionally set for September 2014.  This will be the 3rd SIDS 
Conference, following Barbados (1994) and Mauritius (2005) Meetings. 
 
In 2005, UNESCO organized the Plenary Panel on ‘The Role of Culture in the 
Sustainable Development of SIDS’ as part of the preparations for the Mauritius 
meeting.  The panel took place at UN in New York on 11 January 2005, with the 
participation of experts in small-island cultural development, who were invited to 
provide viewpoints from their specific fields and propose concrete actions for 
follow-up and consideration by Ministerial Round Tables during the Mauritius 
Conference.  From the Pacific, Ms Adi Meretui Ratunabuabua, Principal Cultural 
Development Officer with the Fiji Government Ministry of Fijian Affairs, Culture and 
Heritage and Regional Development, and Mr Ralph Regenvanu, Director of the 
Vanuatu Cultural Centre took part in the panel discussions7. 
 
Preparation process for the Samoa SIDS Conference has just been launched.  Several 
member states have approached UNESCO, requesting it to look into a possibility of 
organizing some activities addressing culture and sustainable development in SIDS 
at the Samoa Conference.  This may include workshops with a specific focus on 
UNESCO’s Conventions in culture, as well as cultural events with a view to 
enhancing visibility of ICH safeguarding in SIDS. 
 
Information Materials and Publications 
 
Since January 2010, partnership with ICHCAP for the Pacific has been developing in 
a most constructive manner.  ICH information and network meeting was held 
annually in Fiji (2010), Tonga (2011), Cook Islands (2012) and Vanuatu (2013).  The 
final report of each meeting was published by ICHCAP, providing invaluable source 
of information on progress in the implementation of the ICH Convention in Pacific 
states parties.  Besides articles written by Pacific authors that were featured in the 
ICH Courier, ICHCAP Newsletter, a number of important papers and research results 
have been generated by activities in the Pacific member states carried out with 
ICHCAP support.  
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 http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/priority-areas/sids/unesco-at-mauritius-

meeting/plenary-panel-on-role-of-culture-in-the-sustainable-development-of-sids/ 



 

 Under the World Heritage Programme, UNESCO published “World Heritage in a Sea 
of Islands – Pacific 2009 Programme” as part of World Heritage Papers8.  The 
objective of this publication is to document the results of the first regional action 
plan called Pacific 2009 Programme (2003-2009) as collective efforts of the heritage 
community in the Pacific.   
 
Similar publication in the area of Pacific ICH might be something useful in order to 
compile accumulated information and data assembled through numerous 
workshops and seminars on the ICH safeguarding in the Pacific in a visual and user-
friendly manner. In light of the strong traditions of story-telling in the Pacific, it is 
recommended that the proposed publication will base itself on interviews or “Voices” 
of the Pacific islanders on their ICH.   Such publication, with multimedia support 
when possible, might also be used for schools and at communities in order to 
enhance visibility of ICH safeguarding in the Pacific and promote a better 
understanding of their significance and contribution to the sustainable future of the 
Pacific.  
 

                                                           
8
 http://www.unescobkk.org/resources/e-library/publications/article/world-heritage-in-a-sea-of-

islands-pacific-2009-programme/ 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 
 

  



 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
  



 

 



 

 



 

 
 

The 2013 Sub-regional Information and Network Meeting for Intangible Cultural 

Heritage Safeguarding in the Pacific was held in Port Vila, Vanuatu, from 18 to 20 

April 2013. 

Participants at the meeting were from the Cook Islands, Fiji, the Federated States of 

Micronesia, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, and Vanuatu as well as the International 

Information and Networking Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-

Pacific region (ICHCAP), UNESCO Office for the Pacific States (UNESCO Office in 

Apia), and Melanesian Spearhead Group Secretariat. 

The meeting participants expressed their sincere gratitude to the government and 

people of Vanuatu for hosting this meeting and for their warm welcome and 

hospitality. At the same time, appreciation also went out to ICHCAP for organizing 

this meeting and for its continued support for implementing the 2003 ICH 

Convention throughout the sub-region. 

The meeting’s aim was to facilitate information and networking amongst the Pacific 

States Parties to the Convention about national ICH safeguarding with emphasis on 

ICH visibility. 

Countries presented their progress reports on implementing the 2003 Convention, 

highlighting measures to increase ICH visibility in the region. 

ICHCAP made a keynote presentation that reviewed the successful result of the 2003 

Convention and stressed the rationale and goals of safeguarding and revitalizing ICH 

with respect to sustainable development.  

A representative of Pacific Islands Museums Association gave a background report 

of the organization in the Pacific as well as its composition, goals, and programmes. 

The Project Coordinator on Alternative Indicator of Well-being in Melanesia gave a 

brief on the work which they have done in Vanuatu. 

The UNESCO Office in Apia made a presentation reviewing UNESCO’s activities in the 

Pacific to make ICH more visible and viable and proposed publishing an updated 

brochure and user-friendly books for schools and communities. 

ICHCAP proposed publishing a book that could show the valuable knowledge and 

wisdom of the traditional heritage in the Pacific and could be used for education and 

transmission to the young generations.   



 

The meeting took note of the country reports and confirmed that countries had 

made noticeable progress in implementing the 2003 Convention. At the same time, 

some challenges were identified, and countries were encouraged to find ways and 

means of overcoming these challenges. 

The meeting resolved the following. 

1. The proposed publication project for the Pacific should be endorsed in 

principle. The Cook Islands and Tonga indicated that they needed to consult 

with their respective governments to confirm publishing the first volume. 

ICHCAP will send out draft guidelines on the publication to the participating 

countries. 

 

2. The information brochure will be updated and published by the UNESCO 

Office in Apia in partnership with ICHCAP and the Pacific States Parties to the 

Convention. 

 

3.  ICHCAP was requested to continue organizing annual information and 

network meeting sin cooperation with Pacific countries and the UNESCO 

Office in Apia to address the following matters. 

 implementation of the 2003 Convention 

 evaluation processes  

 country reports 

 publications 

 any other crucial issues 

 

 ICHCAP was requested to make an effort to organise the fifth sub-regional meeting 
in 2014, concentrating on the discussions on the proposed publication.  
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

2013 Sub-regional Meeting in the Pacific 
 
Thursday, 18 April 2013 
 

09:30-09:40 Registration of participants 

09:40-09:50 Traditional Performance of Vanuatu  

09:50-10:10 

 

 

Opening Ceremony 

Opening Remarks / ICHCAP 

Welcoming Remarks / Minister of Internal Affairs of Vanuatu  

10:10-11:10 

 

Keynote Speeches 

‘Why Safeguard ICH?’ / ICHCAP 

11:10-11:20 Photo Session 

11:20-11:30 Refreshments 

11:30-13:00 

 

 

 

 

Session 1. Country Reports on the Current Situation in Enhancing ICH Visibility  

Chaired by UNESCO Office for the Pacific States 

Presentation 1 Fiji 

Presentation 2 Federated States of Micronesia  

Presentation 3 Papua New Guinea 

13:00-14:30 Luncheon 

14:30-16:30 

 

 

Presentation 5 Tonga  

Presentation 6 Vanuatu 

Presentation 7 Cook Islands 

16:30-16:50 Closing Discussion 

18:00-20:00 Welcoming Dinner (hosted by ICHCAP) 

 
  



 

 

Friday, 19 April 2013 
 

09:30-10:00 Registration of Participants 

10:00-11:30 Session 2. ICH information Building and Sharing Activities to Enhance ICH 

Visibility  

Chaired by Vanuatu Cultural Centre 

Presentation 1 

UNESCO Activities and Enhancing ICH Visibility 

/ UNESCO Office for the Pacific States 

Presentation 2 

Alternative Indicators of Well-Being for Melanesia 

/Melanesian Spearhead Group Secretariat 

Presentation 3 

ICH Promotion by the Pacific Communities 

/ PIMA (Mr Marcelin Abong) 

11:30-13:00 Luncheon 

13:00-16:00 Roundtable on Cooperation for ICH visibility in the Pacific through Information 
Building and Sharing 
Chaired by UNESCO Office for the Pacific States 
 
Wrap up and Closing 

16:30-18:00 Museum Tour & Live Sand Drawing Exhibition 
Traditional Dance Group Performance 

18:30-20:00 Closing Dinner (hosted by Vanuatu Cultural Centre) 

 

Saturday, 20 April 2013 
 

09:00-14 :00 Field Trip (Chief Roi Mata’s Domain) 
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