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 Foreword 
 

The Pacific is well known for its abundant intangible cultural heritage (ICH). 
However, social changes brought by factors such as globalisation have been 
affecting the way of life in this region. As a result, there are many cases 
where ICH elements are in danger of disappearing. With this in mind, a sub-
regional network meeting is currently being organised with the goal of 
building cooperative networks for sharing information related to ICH 
safeguarding among regional States Parties and ICHCAP in collaboration 
with the UNESCO Apia Office. In this regard, interest in ICH safeguarding 
has been increasing in the Pacific region, and so too has the need for 
regional cooperation. Bearing this in mind, ICHCAP has been organising sub-
regional meetings with the Pacific Member States for the last three years. 

ICHCAP initiated the first sub-regional network meeting in Nadi, Fiji, in March 
2010 and the second meeting was held in Nuku’alofa, Tonga, in March 2011. 
Through these meetings, we learned about the Pacific’s ICH safeguarding 
efforts. We also explored possible ways of sharing ICH information and 
developing cooperative relationships among participating countries.  

As a follow-up to these events, the third sub-regional networking meeting 
took place in Rarotonga, Cook Islands, in February 2012. The meeting was 
organised by ICHCAP and the Ministry of Cultural Development of the Cook 
Islands in collaboration with the UNESCO Apia Office. Six representatives 
from Pacific countries (Cook Islands, Fiji, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, 
and Vanuatu) and a programme specialist from the UNESCO Office in Apia 
were invited to the meeting as presenters, and a number of observers from 
the Cook Islands also attended. The participants presented the ICH 
safeguarding efforts in their respective countries and analysed significant 
matters and challenges. Among participating countries in the Pacific, Fiji and 
Tonga participants presented their experience with ICH information 
management and establishing safeguarding systems. Following the 
presentations, the floor was opened for discussions among the participants 
and observers. 

This publication includes presentation materials from the sub-regional 
meeting as well as summaries of the meeting with the intent of providing 
information to promote international cooperation among experts and 
institutions in the ICH safeguarding field in the Pacific region. 

 

International Information and Networking Centre 
for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region (ICHCAP) 
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Summary  

 
I. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
The sub-regional information and network meeting aims to facilitate information 
and networking among Pacific States Parties (PNG, Vanuatu, Fiji, Tonga, and Palau) 
on ICH safeguarding at the country level with emphasis on ICH information systems. 
The meeting will identify challenges and opportunities for building ICH information 
systems in the Pacific based on country papers to be presented. Participants will 
also have the opportunity to hear about good practices in building ICH information 
systems in Asia. 
The meeting will be hosted by the Cook Islands, whose ratification of the 2003 ICH 
Convention is in the pipeline. Thus, the meeting has a special objective to provide 
the Cook Islands with an opportunity to clarify matters relating to the 2003 ICH 
Convention by sharing experiences with other Pacific State Parties before making 
the final move towards ratifying the 2003 ICH Convention.  
 

II. EXPECTED RESULTS: 

 
The meeting is anticipated to provide a venue for participants to share ideas on the 
current situation of ICH information systems for ICH safeguarding and 
implementation of the 2003 ICH Convention as well as identify areas for 
international cooperation with a view to building ICH information systems as ICH 
safeguarding measures. 
 
 
III. PARTICIPANTS 
 
Final list of meeting participants  
 
State Parties: 
Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, Vanuatu, and Palau (one delegate each) 
 
State Party to Be: 
Cook Islands (two delegates, five main observers, and others in attendance) 
 
Organisers: 
ICHCAP, Republic of Korea (four in total—Director, Assistant Director, Section Chief, 
and Programme Officer) 
UNESCO Office for the Pacific States, Apia, Samoa (one delegate) 
Ministry of Cultural Development, Cook Islands 
 
Secretariat/Support Staff: 
ICHCAP 
Staff of the Ministry of Cultural Development, Cook Islands 
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IV. ACTIVITIES:- 
 
The following activities took place. 
 
(a) A traditional welcome by the staff of the Ministry of Cultural Development, 

before the Opening Ceremony on the first morning, Wednesday, 29 February 
2012 

(b) Welcoming address by Mr Sonny Williams, Secretary of the Ministry of 
Cultural Development 

Keynote Speech by the Hon. Teariki Heather, Minister of Cultural 
Development 

Opening remarks by Dr Samuel Lee, Director of ICHCAP  
(c) Greeting message Ms Akatsuki Takahashi, Programme Specialist for UNESCO 

Office for the Pacific States, Apia  
(d) Keynote presentations by Ms Repeta Puna, Cook Islands representative on 

ICH Safeguarding in the Cook Islands and by Dr Samuel Lee, Director, 
ICHCAP 

(e) Presentations and discussions on the two days of the meeting 
(f) Welcoming dinner for all overseas participants hosted at the Rarotongan 

Beach Resort 
(g) Wrap up and closing on 1 March 2012 

 All overseas participants invited as guests of the MOCD to the “Mire Atu” 
performed at the National Auditorium; 

(h) Field trips on Friday 2 March to Highland Paradise and to various historical 
sites around the island.  

 
Presentations on the 29 February until 1 March covered the following. 
 

Date Topic Presenter 

Wednesday, 
29 February 

Welcoming  Hon. Teariki Heather 
Minister of Cultural Development, 
Cook Islands 

Opening remarks Dr Samuel Lee 
Director of ICHCAP 

Greeting message Dr Akatsuki Takahashi, 
Programme Specialist for Culture, 
UNESCO Office for the Pacific 
States 

Keynote presentation: 
ICH Safeguarding in the Cook 
Islands 

Ms Repeta Puna 
Cook Islands representative, Policy 
Advisor of the Prime Minister’s 
Officer 

Keynote presentation: 
Information and Networking 
for ICH Safeguarding in the 
Asia-Pacific 

Dr Samuel Lee 
Director of ICHCAP 

Country report: 
In the Implementation of the 

Ms Kiblas Soaladaob 
Ministry of Community & Cultural 
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2003 Convention for the 
Safeguarding of ICH 

Affairs, Palau 

Country report: 
Safeguarding Intangible 
Culture in Papua New Guinea 

Dr Jacob Simet 
National Cultural Commission, 
PNG  

Country report: 
Implementation of the 2003 
UNESCO Convention for 
Safeguarding the ICH 

Mr Sipiriano Dominiko Nemani 
Ranuku 
Principal Cultural Development 
Officer, Ministry of Education, 
National Heritage, Culture & Arts, 
Youth & Sports, Fiji 

Country report 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 
Safeguarding in Tonga 

Ms Pulupaki A Siuilikutapu Ika 
Culture Division, Ministry of 
Education Women’s Affairs and 
Culture, Tonga 

Country report 
Information and Network 
Meeting for ICH Safeguarding 
in the Cook Islands 

Ms Ngatuaine Maui 
Anthropologist, Ministry of 
Cultural Development, Cook 
Islands 

Country report 
A new project to assist the 
legal sector in land disputes 

Ms Christina Suzie Hyna 
Laywer 
Vanuatu Cultural Centre, Vanuatu 

Thursday 
1 March 

Theme presentation 
ICH Information Systems for 
ICH Safeguarding and 
Implementing the ICH 
Convention 

Dr Akatsuki Takahashi 
Programme Specialist for Culture, 
UNESCO Office for the Pacific 
States 

Theme presentation 
Strategic tasks of ICHCAP in 
building and managing 
information systems for 
safeguarding ICH 

Dr Seong-Yong Park 
Assistant Director, ICHCAP 
 

Theme presentation 
Strengthening DB for ICH 
safeguarding in Fiji 

Mr Sipiriano Dominiko Nemani 
Ranuku 
Principal Cultural Development 
Officer, Ministry of Education, 
National Heritage, Culture & Arts, 
Youth & Sports, Fiji 

Theme presenation 
Inventory making and 
documentation for safeguarding 
ICH in Korea 

Mr Weonmo Park 
Section chief, Information & 
Research section, ICHCAP 

Theme presentation 
Building ICH safeguarding 
system in Tonga 

Ms Pulupaki A Siuilikutapu Ika 
Culture Division, Ministry of 
Education Women’s Affairs and 
Culture, Tonga 

Discussion on recommendation 
for ICH Safeguarding in the 
Pacific 

All participants 
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V. RESULTS OBTAINED 
 
(i)  Objectives of the meeting listed in this report above were achieved. 
(ii) Networking amongst delegates, cultural/ICH agencies and relevant 

stakeholders was strengthened. 
(iii) The meeting promoted and increased awareness of the importance of 

culture and conventions on culture, particularly the 2003 Convention on ICH. 
(iv) The meeting provided momentum to continue and strengthen programmes 

on culture; 
(v) Capacity building was strengthened for local culture experts  
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by 
Ministry of Cultural Development, Cook Islands
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Intangible Cultural Heritage 
Safeguarding in the Pacific 
 

 
 

 Repeta PUNA 
Policy Advisor  

Prime Minister’s Office, Cook Islands 

 
 
 
The Beginning 
 
Regional Leaders requested for action. 

(a) Six countries selected to start work and the Cook Islands was one of the six; 
(b) Policies were developed with the help of WIPO. 

 
Current status 
 
The Cook Islands’ draft bill is being refined for enactment, and it is projected to be 
passed in Parliament this year. 
 
What is Traditional Knowledge? 
 
Knowledge of our ancestor’s practices passed on through generations as a resource 
for best practice and survival. (To show the world our identity, and to stake our 
claim using set ways of doing these cultural traditions); 
  
The Ministry of Culture was created in 1990 with its principle function and objective 
being to preserve, perpetuate, and enhance the Cook Islands’ cultural heritage to 
uphold tradition and develop an appreciation for this important national resource. 
Added to that is the key element of being able to maintain the unique cultural 
national identity of the people of the Cook Islands. 
 
How do we protect TK in the Cook Islands? 
 
By meeting with individuals and communities to record and create a data file on 
cultural knowledge and practices allowed drafting a format of TK policies to 
safeguard this knowledge. It is noted also that the local communities led the 
development of these policies relevant to their traditional knowledge. 
The response from the individuals and communities was one of enthusiasm, and 
they were very receptive to the idea of recording data on their knowledge. The 
consultation was open, and it was carried out over several sessions, giving the 
community a strong sense of responsibility to the information being imparted. 
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Principles of TK: 
 
There are some fundamental principles of safeguarding TK that are critical in 
protecting our heritage. These are some of them: 

 Respect for each other’s rights 
 Equity—treating everyone equally whatever the person’s status in life is 
 Sharing benefits by working together in the communities and on each island 
 Local communities know best and this is by knowing the traditions that have 

been passed on from their forebears  

 
Key Components of the Bill 
 

(a) Local actions 

• Are Korero concept 

• Registration process of TK 

• According and acquisition of rights 

• Concept of knowledge creators and knowledge holders versus knowers of 
knowledge 

• Resolving conflict (Are Korero versus Courts) 

(b) International actions 

• Development of a Treaty by WIPO for the protection and safeguarding of 
traditional knowledge 

 
(c) Government plans 

• Manifesto—Economic Taskforce—NSDP establishing the Cultural and 
Creative Industries; enhancing the cultural and creative industry to better 
promote economic activity 

 

Kia Orana. 
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Information and Networking for ICH 
Safeguarding in the Asia-Pacific Region  
 

 
 

 Samuel LEE, Ph.D. 
Director  
ICHCAP  

 
 
 
At the beginning of the workshop, I would like to introduce some of ICHCAP’s 
concerns and discuss our mission and tasks related to intangible cultural heritage. 

 

1) Introduction 

As we are all aware, the Asia-Pacific region has very abundant and diverse cultural 
heritage. More than half of the world’s population, 3.5 billion people, is living in the 
forty-eight Member States, and they make up the diverse ethnic, traditional, 
religious, and cultural backgrounds that give the region such rich heritage. 

However, the cultural identities of Asia-Pacific people have been challenged by the 
long process of colonisation, westernisation, and modernisation, all of which have 
also changed ways of life and thinking as well as culture and value systems. 
Industrialisation, urbanisation, and globalisation have sped up socio-economic and 
cultural transformations through which many valuable customs, rituals, and norms 
of traditional communities, as well as a lot of their cultural heritage, have been 
forgotten and lost. Whereas tangible cultural heritage elements, such as towers, 
temples, and statues, have remained and will continue to exist as long as they are 
not destroyed in war or by environmental decay, the more precious intangible 
elements, which are created and transmitted through the spirit of humanity and 
human skill, have slowly disappeared, and in some countries and societies, not only 
has this intangible culture been discontinued but also even the slightest traces of the 
traditional culture have been completely lost. 

Regrettably, due to the aging of skilled practitioners and the lack of apprentices 
learning traditional skills, many excellent performing arts and crafts skills are in 
danger of vanishing. So in general, it would be fair to say that ICH in the Asia-Pacific 
region is very fragile and vulnerable to the rapid social transformation. 

The sudden loss and disappearance of intangible heritage has negatively affected the 
moral and value systems of traditional societies and has damaged traditional 
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cultural identities that have been important elements in creating the potential for 
sustainable development. 

This has been the background and motivation of the UNESCO 2003 Convention for 
safeguarding and promoting ICH. 

 

2) History and organisation of ICHCAP 

Although the ICH Convention was adopted by UNESCO in 2003, it took three years 
for it to enter into force, which means ratification by thirty UNESCO Member States 
wasn’t satisfied until in 2006. Then, it took another two years for the Operational 
Directives to be drafted and accepted.  

Regarding the important and urgent matter of safeguarding intangible heritage in 
the Asia-Pacific region, the Korean government proposed the idea of establishing an 
Asia-Pacific centre for ICH, at the thirty-third UNESCO General Conference in 2005. I 
remember the speech of the Korean government delegate at that time as I was there 
as Secretary-General for the Korean National Commission for UNESCO, and I 
prepared the Minister’s speech. And in 2006, similar proposals for establishing Asia-
Pacific centres for ICH were made by the governments of China and Japan. 

In 2007, at the North-East Asian sub-regional meeting of five national commissions, 
national commission delegates from China, Japan, and Korea agreed upon to 
establishing three centres, one in each country, because the Asia-Pacific region is so 
broad and possesses so many kinds of ICH that the three centres could share in the 
tasks and functions to better fulfil safeguarding efforts.  

Through negotiations and discussions in the Executive Committee and through 
feasibility studies, it was decided and approved in 2009, at the thirty-fifth General 
Conference, that Asia-Pacific ICH centres would be established in the three countries 
with tasks divided as follows: Korea would focus on information and networking; 
China on training; and Japan  on research. 

An agreement between UNESCO and the Korean government to establish the Korean 
centre was signed in June 2010. And the official inauguration ceremony, attended by 
Director-General Mme Irina Bokova, was held last year in November 2011. 

 

3) Mission 

Now, why is it necessary to safeguard and promote traditional ICH? 

The rational can be found in the necessity of cultural diversity in sustainable human 
development. In the tide of rapid economic globalisation and the free trade of goods, 
technologies, and communications, the cultures of weaker developing countries and 
minorities have been deteriorating, being suppressed and marginalised, which is 
leading to damage and loss. Fragile cultures are easily assimilated by the strong 
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culture of powerful countries. This situation is one in which there is an international 
trend toward monoculture. 

So reflecting on these serious problems, UNESCO has declared the principle of 
cultural diversity in 2001, and adopted the Convention on the Protection and 
Promotion of Diversity of Cultural Expressions in 2005. Just as biological diversity is 
an essential condition for nature, cultural diversity is indispensable for human 
survival and a necessary condition for creative renovation of human life and society. 

So safeguarding ICH is a way to protect and promote cultural diversity, a much-
needed component for sustainable development. I hope we can have some research 
and discussions in near future about how promoting intangible heritage and cultural 
diversity would benefit communities and contribute to the sustainable development. 

 

4) Main Functions 

Our Centre, ICHCAP, has the mandated and primary functions in information and 
networking for implementing the 2003 Convention in the Asia-Pacific region. 

A Information 

Information work includes the very basic tasks that need to be done to implement 
the Convention, because we have to know what needs to be safeguarded and 
promoted. ICH information comes in many forms.  

There are ICH categories and elements such as performing arts and visual arts; 
inherited knowledge and skill; rituals and festivals of communities; social customs, 
practices, and norms; and crafts, designs, and symbols. There is also information 
related to practitioners and stakeholders, and this information includes who 
performs, draws, or designs; who celebrates and enjoys; and who practices and 
inherits. Information also encompasses the effects and usefulness of ICH on the lives 
of people and communities. Of course, information also must include the status of 
heritage elements—whether the elements are well preserved or endangered; 
whether they are developing or deteriorating, and whether they are well 
transmitted or discontinued for future generations. Succinctly put, information work 
is not simple, so there is a need to formulate an information system to accumulate 
collected information in a library or database.  

Especially in this age of digital communication, we are confronted with very complex, 
multi-dimensional information that needs to be systemised by digital information 
technology. Accumulated systemised information should be disseminated and 
transmitted. 

These are many kinds of information services and various methods to disseminate 
this information to benefit people. Demonstrations, public events, mass media 
(newspaper, magazines, radio, TV, and video), and websites are just some of the 
ways of raising awareness and disseminating information. Each country and 
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community should have and select the proper means and tools of information 
services in addition to effective strategies. 

We will have to study the most effective ways of disseminating and publishing 
information through analogue and digital means as a way of increasing ICH usability. 

B. Networking 

Another important task and function of ICHCAP is in networking—networking with 
the aim of successfully implementing the ICH Convention. To effectively networking, 
we will have to know of what, of whom, for what, in what way, and through what 
means networking takes place 

I am not going to get into a detailed discussion on these fundamental questions. 
However, we are convinced all of the necessity and importance of networking in our 
efforts to safeguard and promote the diverse cultural heritage. I think the most 
crucial role of UNESCO is in networking for exchange, cooperation, and solidarity on 
the international level. Networking through information sharing and exchanges of 
technicians and experts are the essential elements for development in any field, 
whether economic, social, or cultural. But it is even more important to build a 
solidarity network among countries and communities so they can help one another. 
Many developing countries and minority communities have an urgent need for 
technical, material, and financial support to safeguard their valuable cultural 
heritage, tangible or intangible. I think building a solidarity network is the most 
preferential task of UNESCO and ICHCAP in achieving the goals of the Convention. 

As the result of their networking for sharing, exchanges, and solidarity support. The 
capacity of safeguarding will be enhanced and the viability and utility of intangible 
cultural heritage will be promoted. So enhancing and promoting ICH are the mission 
and goal of our work. 

 

5) Strategic Tasks 

These are many tasks and functions that our Centre is going to carry out in 
cooperation with Member States, institutes, and stakeholders. However, this 
workshop has been planned to focus on the issue of information systems. So I hope 
we can share our information-related experiences and learned lessons through 
country reports, thematic presentations, and follow-up discussions. However, I 
would like to mention one important project on ICH identification. When we talk 
about identifying ICH, normally we are apt to think of the Representative or the 
Urgent Safeguarding lists by UNESCO. It is easy to get caught up in the pressure of 
competition for national prestige and benefits. But the spirit of the Convention is on 
promoting cultural diversity and intangible heritage for sustainable development 
and not on finding excellent or outstanding culture. This means that not only 
excellent and outstanding cultural elements are important but so too is every 
cultural element that is useful for everyday life. The Convention of 2003 has opened 
our eyes to recognise the broad concept of ICH and to look for the culture in 
everyday life. 
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We are now concerned about traditional herbal medicine and cooking culture as 
important intangible heritage. The Korean government would like to propose 
nominating kimchi making for the Representative List as popular mass culture 
because it is important heritage that is necessary for sustainable life. So let us 
identify and enumerate every valuable element and item of intangible culture and 
put the inventory on national, provincial, or community lists.  

At the beginning of last week, I attended the information session of the Chinese 
centre for ICH, and I was impressed to learn that the Chinese government has listed 
1,200 ICH elements and 1,400 ICH inheritors. I think that if we were to open our 
eyes to the new concept of intangible heritage, every country would be able to 
identify hundreds and thousands of items and elements. It can be very valuable. 
Some ten years ago when I was the Director of the Asia-Pacific Centre of Education 
for International Understanding, I was traveling in the Pacific. On the way to Apia, 
Samoa, I had a layover in Tonga for several hours. While I was walking on the streets 
of a Tongan city, a long procession of cars and motorcycles suddenly appeared, 
slowly moving forward. 

I asked a passer-by why so many cars of people were moving along as they were. I 
was told that in Tonga, when a person dies, custom dictates that he will be moved to 
the place of his birth. The procession is the deceased’s relatives and friends who are 
following the body. When everyone arrives at his place of birth, they will celebrate 
his life with feasts, songs, and dances, and they will continue this funeral party all 
night until the break of dawn. When the sun rises, they will bury him in a grave 
behind the house.  

In Korea, Japan, and China, which are Confucian-dominated cultures, funeral 
services are filled with tears, sorrows, and a solemn atmosphere—very different 
from the Tongan manner of celebration. I think we can learn a great deal from the 
ICH of funeral customs, as this form of heritage for the dead is also a very important 
ICH of everyday life, as it is filled with some value system and the human spirit. Let 
us identify and study more everyday ICH in our lives. Thank you. 
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Palau’s status in the implementation of 
the 2003 Convention for the 
Safeguarding of ICH  

 
 

Kiblas SOALADAOB 
Palau’s representative 

Ministry of Community & Cultural Affairs 

 
 
 
According to the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage, intangible culture heritage (ICH) is “the practices, representations, 
expressions, knowledge, skills—as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and 
cultural spaces associated therewith—that communities, groups, and in some cases, 
individuals recognise as part of their cultural heritage” (UNESCO:2003). 
 
ICH is found in every part of the world, whether it is in an industrialised country or a 
non-industrialised country. However, in many nations, especially among indigenous 
communities, ICH is being compromised with the processes of globalisation where 
ICH elements are becoming lost over generations. 
 
 Thus, UNESCO, in its effort to protect, preserve, and continue on this vast body of 
knowledge, has taken necessary steps to ensure that ICH all over the world does not 
lose its role as part of development strategies in ensuring sustainable practices. This 
presentation will report on the status of the steps Palau has taken in ensuring the 
continuity of ICH in the community and government level in relation to the 2003 
Convention. 
 
 
Current ICH safeguarding measures at the national level with regards to the 
implementation of ICH convention 
 
In Palau, ICH safeguarding measures started as early as the German colonial times of 
the nineteenth century (see for example, Augustin Kraemer). In terms of the present, 
there is a wealth of accumulated ICH information that has been published, in which 
the Bureau of Arts and Culture, a division under the Ministry of Community and 
Cultural Affairs, has been involved during the 1990s. Books about funeral and birth 
rituals and chiefly systems have been documented from interviews among 
knowledge experts in Palau. The Bureau of Arts and Culture has continuously 
documented ICH even before the 2003 Convention. With this said, the challenge for 
Palau is really establishing a strategy for indicative measures to successfully 
safeguard ICH.  
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ICH safeguarding plans with emphasis on building information systems  
 
As mentioned earlier, the documentation of Palau’s ICH started in the early 1990s. 
Its development over the years has made it well established in the Bureau of Arts 
and Culture and led to the creation of the Ethnographic Section within the bureau as 
well as the Society of Historians, a group of sixteen knowledge holders, each from 
different jurisdictions. However, in relation to the 2003 convention, the measures or 
indicators of ICH safeguarding success is a strategy that needs to be included in the 
documentation process to further strengthen and make more effective in terms of 
identifying knowledge holders and perhaps building a database of people 
knowledgeable in specific realms of ICH (canoe builders, performance artists, oral 
historians, construction builders, and traditional medicine experts). Furthermore, 
the documentation process is not enough to ensure ICH safeguarding. In the field of 
education, a challenge that Palau faces is the amount of time Palauan youth spend in 
Western formal education and the use of English textbooks as the medium of 
learning. For example, the use of the Palauan language is not as prominent in schools 
as the English language is. “Because of the limited use of the Palauan language, 
people’s knowledge of it and its recognised value in our society are deteriorating.” 
(Kloulechad-Singeo: 2011).Thus, the transmission of ICH from one generation to the 
next has a major gap that needs to be bridged to ensure that the knowledge 
continues on without relying on the knowledge being “shelved”.  
 
 
National process for ratification 
 
With regards to the Palau National government in ratifying the 2003 convention, 
steps have been made to make this a reality for Palau’s ICH. From 23 to 25 February 
2010, the Bureau of Arts and Culture hosted a workshop dubbed ‘Palau National 
Workshop: Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage’. The objective of the 
workshop was to raise the level of awareness of the traditional, elected, and 
community leaders of Palau regarding Palau’s intangible heritage and the issues 
surrounding it. The workshop also emphasised the 2003 Convention and its role and 
how implementing it might benefit and support the protection, preservation, and 
continuity of Palau’s ICH. Many leaders attended, and they were able to assess the 
status of ICH, stressing that knowledge holders are passing away too quickly for 
Palauan youth to capture much of the traditional knowledge. Following the 
workshop, a joint resolution was introduced in July 2010 at the OlbiIler a Kelulau 
(Palau National Congress) to accept, approve, and ratify the Convention. The status 
of this resolution is still pending. In addition, in November 2010, Palau deposited its 
instrument of ratification.  
 
 
Possible avenues for coordination and networking 
 
Palau’s standing in ratifying the Convention is still in progress. For now, leaders in 
all sectors of the nation have been given the opportunity to be well informed of the 
status of ICH in Palau. Perhaps an avenue for us to look at to proceed towards 
effectively ratifying the Convention is to look at Palauan youth in their context of 
how they are aware of ICH, its status in Palau, and its role in national development 
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to ensure their identity is not compromised and the wealth of knowledge derived 
from ICH is more relevant to ensuring the sustainability of Palau into the future. 
 
The Bureau of Arts and Culture is one entity that is for the development of an 
effective strategy to ensure the continuity of ICH. There are other entities within 
Palau that are directly involved in ICH continuity. Some of these organisations 
include the Belau National Museum, which also deals with the documentation and 
the establishment of programmes, and Ebiil Society, Inc., a non-governmental 
organisation that started as a conservation effort to protect Palau’s resources but is 
now focused on indigenous knowledge transmission to youth between the ages of 
five and twenty-five as a measure of ensuring that the next generation protects the 
environment with the cultural practices that have been passed down from 
generation to generation. As such, these two institutions that focus on ICH 
continuity are potential collaborative partners in effectively ratifying and 
implementing the Convention. Their coordination may be a more effective process 
to bring the Convention to the national level that can ensure that Palauan ICH is 
measured, identified, preserved, protected, and passed on at a better rate.  
Thank you. 
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Safeguarding Intangible Culture in 
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Introduction  
 
Papua New Guinea’s population is made up of at least 875 cultural groups. Given this 
high degree of cultural diversity, Papua New Guinea is rich in many cultural forms. 
Unlike other parts of the world where there are monuments and other structures 
that form the main body of cultural heritage, Papua New Guinea has mostly 
intangible cultural heritage.  
 
 Recognising the important value of intangible cultural heritage to its people, the 
government of Papua New Guinea is interested in properly managing and 
maintaining its heritage. Over the last hundred years, there have been a number of 
instruments implemented for managing and maintaining culture, but until only 
recently, there had been nothing in place specifically for safeguarding intangible 
cultural heritage. What is in place so far in this regard has been developed in only 
the last four years.  
 
 
Background 
 
Culturally, Papua New Guinea shares many traits with other groups in the Pacific 
and South-East Asian region due to the historical connections it has with these two 
parts of the world. In itself, Papua New Guinea’s cultural history dates back to about 
30,000 years, the earliest dating of human presence in the country.  
 
While most of the country is currently populated by non-Austronesians, who are 
believed to have arrived later in history, some parts of the country are inhabited by 
Austronesians, who were the earlier inhabitants of the region. The culture of Papua 
New Guinea is then seen in terms of the two main divides and they forms part of the 
basis for the work in the country’s cultural sector.  
 
The culture service in Papua New Guinea has been in place since the British and 
German colonial eras, dating back to the early 1900s. This early legislation was 
mainly concerned with the protection of indigenous cultures forms of primitive art, 
which was lucrative for the colonists. These protective instruments were mainly 
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were for tangible culture. There were two main pieces of legislation—the 
Antiquities Ordinance of Papua and the Antiquities Ordinance of Germany—because 
the territory of Papua and New Guinea was ruled by two different powers.  
From the two early cultural ordinances came the National Cultural Property and 
Preservations Act of 1976. After attaining political independence in 1975, the 
country enacted many laws that relate to the protection and safeguarding of culture 
in Papua New Guinea.  
 
 
Constitutional Framework 
 
The above legal instruments are strongly linked to the National Constitution. In this 
connection, culture has an important place in the in the Constitution, as is clearly 
espoused in the preamble, which is  

We the people of Papua New Guinea, 
United in one nation, 
Pay homage to the memory of our ancestors, 
The source of our strength, 
And origin of our combined heritage, 
Acknowledge the worthy customs and traditional wisdoms of our people, 
Which have come down to us from generation to generation, 
Pledge ourselves to guard and to pass unto those who come after us, 
Our noble traditions and Christian principles that are ours now. 

 
 
Existing Legislative Provisions 
 
In recent years and currently, the main legislative provisions regarding culture in 
Papua New Guinea are designed for the preservation, protection, promotion, 
development, and safeguarding of tangible and intangible culture. These provisions 
are the National Cultural Property and Preservations Act (1976), the National 
Museum and Art Gallery Act (1993), and the National Cultural Commission Act 
(1994). These national instruments mandate the two organisations to be 
responsible for culture at the national level. In addition, as culture is a decentralised 
function, there are provisions in Sections 42 and 44 of the Organic Laws on 
Provincial and Local Level Governments. These provisions enable provincial and 
local governments to be responsible for the maintenance and management of 
culture. 
 
The National Cultural Property and Preservation Act (1976) 
As mentioned, this instrument developed out of two colonial ordinances of the 
British and German colonial administrations. While the main thrust of this 
legislation is to protect cultural items that are listed as national cultural property, it 
has a general provision to protect anything not on the list but sould be considered a 
national cultural property. While law is mainly concerned with tangible culture, to 
some extent, it is applicable to intangible cultural elements that have strong 
connections with material cultural items. This legislation is administered by the 
National Museum and Art Gallery. 
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National Museum and Art Gallery Act (1992) 
The National Museum and Art Gallery Act was enacted by Parliament in 1992 mainly 
to administer the protection and preservation of the material culture of the 
indigenous people of Papua New Guinea. Its protection functions emulate the NCPP 
Act. Its preservation functions are related to the management and maintenance of 
the enormous amount of material culture that the museum and other entities had 
collected over the years. Some of these properties are housed at the National 
Museum and Art Gallery in Port Moresby. There are a large number of properties 
that remain in villages in the care of the original owners, but under the authority of 
the National Museum and Art Gallery. Many of these are listed as national cultural 
property under the NCPP Act.  
 
Consistent with its functions of preservation and protection of material culture, the 
National Museum and Art Gallery also protects some intangible culture, particularly 
those elements that are strongly associated with material culture. 
 
National Cultural Commission Act (1994) 
The National Cultural Commission (NCC) was established to be responsible for the 
preservation, protection, development, and promotion of the traditional and 
contemporary cultures of the people of Papua New Guinea. These are the functions 
of the Commission, as stated in the National Cultural Commission Act.  
 
Organic Law on Provincial and Local Level Governments 
Papua New Guinea has a three-tier system of government that is made up of the 
national, provincial, and local governments. The above-listed instruments relate to 
culture at the national level. This arrangement is established under the Organic Law 
on Provincial and Local Level Governments, which lays down the different levels of 
government at these levels. This provision clearly states the different powers and 
responsibilities of each level of government.  
 
Under the Organic Laws on Provincial and Local Level Government, both the 
provinces and the local governments are given the power to develop their own laws 
and regulations regarding the maintenance and management of culture, including 
intangible culture, at their respective levels.  
 
While all of the above instruments and provisions generally address the matter of 
Papua New Guinea culture, given the fact that a very substantial part of Papua New 
Guinea cultures is intangible culture, many of these provisions have to deal with the 
maintenance and management of culture at the different levels.     
 
 
Recent Developments on the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
Intangible culture has been an issue of interest in Papua New Guinea for some time, 
particularly in relation to the ease with which it could be lost and no one would 
notice it. While the loss of tangible cultural items is easily noticed, it is not the same 
with intangible culture. In the last 130 years, after contact with the outside world, 
some indigenous groups have lost or are losing considerable parts of their intangible 
culture. It is now becoming very noticeable. It is against this background that 
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successive governments have put some effort and resources into maintaining and 
managing culture, most particularly intangible culture.  
Aware of the situation, Papua New Guinea welcomed the adoption of the 2003 
Convention. Attempts were made to write this particular convention to existing and 
developing cultural instruments, such as the legislation and policies at both national 
and lower levels. 
 
It was not until the UNESCO Director-General’s visit in early 2008 that concern with 
safeguarding intangible culture was stepped up. With support funding from UNESCO, 
Papua New Guinea moved towards ratifying the Convention. After a major round of 
consultations with the stakeholders, the Convention was presented to the National 
Executive Council for endorsement. Papua New Guinea ratified the Convention in 
the middle of 2008.  
 
Papua New Guinea’s ratification of the 2003 Convention was the beginning of some 
activities relating to safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. At the same time 
however, it must be made clear that even before the 2003 Convention came into 
effect, , Papua New Guinea was already engaged in activities to safeguard intangible 
cultural heritage.  
 
 
Cultural Mapping  
 
Following the ratification of the 2003 Convention, the government allocated a total 
of K3.5 million (approximately US$2.0 million) for the NCC to create culture map of 
the country. In the first instance, a Working Committee was established within the 
NCC to develop a national mapping programme. It was decided, given our lack of 
experience and knowledge in this line of work, that we should conduct two pilot 
mapping programmes in two different parts of the country. Administratively the 
country is seen in four parts: the Southern, Northern, Highlands, and the Islands, so 
it was decided that the two pilot programmes be undertaken in two regions. It was 
considered that the pilot programmes would provide us with learning experiences 
that we could use in mapping the rest of the country.  
 
In deciding on what unit of population should be the focus of the mapping exercise, 
it was decided that it would be done on the Local Level Government (LLG) basis. 
LLGs are the lowest levels of government and have populations between 10,000 and 
12,000 and have about 10 to 12 wards. Each ward has a population of between 
1,200 and 1,400. A ward maybe a village on its own or made up of a number of 
villages.  
 
First Pilot Project—Taure-Lakekamu LLG. 
The first pilot cultural mapping was undertaken at the end of 2009 by the Taure-
Lakekamu LLG in the Malalaua District of the Gulf Province, one of the five Provinces 
in the Southern region of the country. This LLG was chosen for the first pilot because 
of its close proximity to the nation’s capital, Port Moresby, which meant easy access, 
and also because it was still very much isolated from the outside world.  
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The objective of the NCC undertaking the Pilot Cultural Mapping Project in the 
Tauri-Lakekamu Local Level Government area was to set the basis of inventory 
work for the entire country. In doing so, the NCC, initiated and coordinated the pilot 
cultural mapping project in early 2009 and concluded the implementation later in 
the year.  
 
The Pilot Cultural Mapping Project was undertaken by involving field researchers 
who were recruited and trained for two days in Port Moresby. All field 
documentation and related forms needed by the field research teams to record 
cultural information and other relevant data were prepared by the members of the 
cultural mapping organising committee and were distributed accordingly.  
 
Sets of field equipment required for use in the field was purchased and distributed 
to the research teams. These included small portable generators, tape recorders, 
digital cameras, stationery, and medical kits. 
 
Logistical arrangements were planned and executed. This included hiring vehicles to 
transport the research, coordination, and technical teams as well as equipment, 
materials, and other items. Malalaua government station became the central point 
where the launching of the pilot cultural mapping project took place. 
 
After concluding the fieldwork in the Tauri-Lakekamu LLG area, the researchers and 
team leaders compiled reports and submitted them to the Commission. Field 
equipment and accessories as well as field data captured on tapes, videos, 
photographs, and various forms used on the project sites were handed over to the 
NCC.  
 
Finally, but not the least, funding by the National Government through the 
Department for National Planning & Monitoring appropriated for 2009 Public 
Investment Program (PIP) for this Pilot Cultural Mapping Project was implemented 
by the National Cultural Commission. 
 
 
Database system 
 
Database management is necessary for cultural mapping. It is essentially useful and 
resourceful in managing all forms of data collected and documented through 
conducting cultural mapping fieldwork.  
Massive amounts of data in the form of audio, visual, and audio-visual recordings 
will need to be stored in a secured location. This is to also enable access to the data 
by either the informants themselves or other interested users. But most significantly, 
it is about managing data logically and presenting the data in a more structured 
manner.  

 
1. Database Management System 
 
The NCC will need to consider a database management system (DBMS). A DBMS is a 
set of computer programs or software that controls the creation, maintenance, and 
use of a database. In other words, it helps the use of integrated collections of data 
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records and files known as databases. It allows different user application programs 
to easily access the same database. 
The use of the DBMS requires trained specialists with skills and knowledge to 
develop and control the databases. The NCC has employed a trained specialist with 
background knowledge of information technology. The specialist, having graduated 
from the University of Technology, has put in place a DBMS to digitise, record, and 
store all the forms of data collected from the pilot cultural mapping project.  
The following lists the different elements of the DBMS for the NCC to consider in the 
process of developing a DBMS for cultural mapping. 
  

1.1 Database System 
 

A database system is a computer-based record keeping system whose overall 
purpose is to record and maintain information that is relevant to the decision-
making organisation. 
At present, the database system being used by the NCC is Access, from the 2007 
Microsoft Office Suite. 
However, the following proposes for the database servers and database application 
interface for the NCC to consider  
 

(a) Database Servers 

The two database servers listed do the same job and serve the same purpose. 
However, they have their advantage and disadvantages. They are similar in that they 
use the Structure Query Language (SQL) to manipulate data; however, they defer in 
structure. 
 

o MySQL Server 5.1 

This is an open source database system and is freely available to anyone and can be 
downloaded from the MySQL website. MySQL can handle up to 50 million records, 
and it is becoming a great contender in complex but simple database systems. It is 
competing closely with one of the industry’s leading database systems, Oracle, which 
is a commercial product. 
 

o Microsoft SQL Server 2008 

MS SQL Server is a commercial product and requires a genuine licensed product to 
operate. Thus, a genuine copy has to be purchased from IT stores. 
 

 
(b) Database Application Interface 

The Database Application Interface will be programmed from scratch using one of 
the following programming languages. They are both commercial products; however, 
the IT specialist has acquired them for his usage. Thus, the IT specialist can use 
either of them to develop the database application interface. The only difference 
here is that they differ in the programming languages. The IT specialist can use 
either of them but is more comfortable with MS Visual Studio 2008. 
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o Microsoft Visual Studio 2008 

A great programming tool that has several programming languages bundled, such as 
Visual C++, Visual Basic, and Visual C#. They are all object-oriented programming 
languages that can be used to design and develop the database application interface. 
 

o Embarcadero Delphi and C++ Builder 2010 

This is also a great programming tool that uses Pascal, another object-oriented 
language. This can be used to develop whatever is created in MS Visual Studio but 
with different methods. 
 
 

1.2 Where to Manage 
 

The NCC will manage the database containing all the data collected and documented 
from cultural mapping exercises. The NCC will act as the custodian, however, 
consent to accessing of data and information contained within the database is vested 
entirely with the informants or the owners and holders of the traditional knowledge 
and cultural expressions.  
Thus, the NCC will manage this database from its current location; however, 
provincial authorities may develop provincial databases to manage their own data. 
 

1.3 Who to Manage 
 

The NCC will manage the DBMS from its current location. Its management of the 
database will ensure NCC as the custodian only.  
 

1.4 Access to Database 
 

Access to the database will be limited, given that all forms of data collected and 
documented during cultural mapping remains the property of the informants. The 
NCC, acting on behalf of the owners and holders of the information provided during 
the mapping programme, does not have any liberty to give authorisation to use the 
information. Otherwise, there will be restricted access to the database. 
 
Second Pilot Project—Hoskins LLG 
The second pilot cultural mapping programme was undertaken in the middle of 
2011, in the Hoskins LLG of West New Britain Province. West New Britain was 
selected for the pilot programme because of its location away from the nation’s 
capital. West New Britain is one of the five island provinces of the Islands Region. Six 
teams were dispatched into the nine wards of the LLG over a period of two weeks. 
The final report of this pilot project is now being completed.  
 
Tools for Trial 
Before the two pilot projects were undertaken, a number of tools were developed by 
the NCC for use by the research teams. These included a number of forms that were 
tailored as much as possible to be user friendly. In addition, the researchers were 
provided with research equipment, such as still cameras, video cameras, tape 
recorders, and laptops.  
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The research focused on a number of cultural subject areas, with a number of 
questions being designed for each subject area that was known as a ‘category’. 
 
 
Finalisation of the Reports 
 
After completing the Hoskins report, a report will be put together for the 
government, and a proposal design for a nationwide cultural mapping programme 
will also be submitted. This will be part of a proposal called the National Cultural 
Mapping Implementation Framework, and it is hoped that on the basis of this report 
and proposal, the culture of the rest of the country can be mapped.  
 
 
Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Mapping Programme 
 
The underlying goal of the cultural mapping programme is to document the cultural 
resources of the people of Papua New Guinea. This covers all areas of culture and an 
important part of this is the intangible culture. At the moment though, no particular 
attention is being paid to intangible culture. It is anticipated, however, that after the 
intangible cultures have been identified in this exercise, the next step would be 
document intangible culture with the data developed in this exercise.  
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Preamble 
 
Fiji perceives the 2003 Convention as an important tool to enhance the national 
pursuit to protect, promote, and revitalise traditional knowledge systems and 
intangible cultural heritage (ICH) of not only the indigenous iTaukei but also the 
many other ethnic groups that have made Fiji their home. It is these migratory 
ethnic cultures that are creating a challenge to the survival the indigenous culture, 
but at the same time, they are also a blessing in disguise because the influx of 
different cultures creates a multi-ethnic cultural society, one that is open to dialogue, 
national identity, and greater understanding, which then promotes pluralism in 
creativity and innovation. 
 
However, one of the most promising features of migratory cultures is that their 
dancers, spoken language, and forms of worship have to some extent become 
accustomed to the new environment that has engulfed their new social structure. 
And this is the most fascinating thing about ICH—it is evolving, so it is a form of 
living heritage. The migratory groups whilst practicing their heritage have also 
adopted elements of the local culture. The same also applies to the indigenous 
culture, which has adopted aspects of the migratory culture over time. For example, 
garlanding (veivakasalusalutaki) during traditional welcoming ceremonies and 
other events was not originally a part of iTaukei ICH, but through time, it has been 
adopted from other Pacific Island cultures, such as the Rotuman, Indo-Fijian, and 
Chinese cultures. So we are continually faced with questions and challenges as to 
that which the community perceives as their true ICH and that which is borrowed, 
and in respect of those that are a blend of both, where do they fit? Or to whom does 
it belong? What if the community collectively feels that it is not their own, what do 
we do? Do we still enter this into our national inventories? The contemporary ICH 
(art)—how are we to embrace it? These are issues we hope to explore further in the 

                                                           
1 This presentation is a tribute to one of the pioneering figures for promoting 
intangible cultural heritage in Fiji—Ro Misiwaini Qereqeretabua, the former Director 
of the iTaukei Institute of Language & Culture and the National Archives of Fiji. 
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course of formalising our ICH structures at the national level and through dialogue 
with communities and core practitioners of particular ICH elements.  
 
A lot has been done to document the diverse cultural elements of the indigenous 
people of Fiji—iTaukei; however, little has been done thus far to undertake a 
national mapping programme for the ICH of migratory cultures in Fiji. Migratory 
cultures include ethnic groups from other Pacific Island nations, such as Tuvalu, 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Solomon Islanders, Ni-Vanuatu community, and Samoans 
as well as Asian cultures (Chinese, Indian, Pakistani, and Malaysian) and other global 
communities, though in limited numbers. Considered a huge project, it will ensure 
that the spirit of the 2003 Convention is alive in Fiji. 
 
Nevertheless, the primary objectives to this paper are to 1) highlight current ICH 
safeguarding measures in Fiji; 2) review ICH safeguarding plans with an emphasis 
on building an information system, and 3) identify possible collaborative works to 
be submitted as project proposals. 
 
 

Safeguarding measures 
 
As far as implementing the 2003 Convention, Fiji had always advocated that it has 
done considerable work prior to its 2010 bid for ratifying the Convention. This has 
continued with new initiatives pursued both at the institutional level and at the 
community level. Some community-level work needs national recognition and 
acknowledgement so that its ICH safeguarding role is demarcated properly to 
minimise any duplication of activities and gain more access to funding, training, and 
research opportunities, as can be seen in the work by the Conservatorium of Music 
School.  
 

(i) POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE MECHANISM: Fiji does not have a special policy or 
legislation on ICH; however, it uses the draft Decree on Traditional 
Knowledge and Expressions of Culture as a means to safeguard the ICH of the 
indigenous people. Nevertheless, the Government’s Roadmap for Democracy 
and Sustainable Socio-Economic Development (RDSSED) 2009–2014 
promotes the need to safeguard Fijian knowledge systems and ICH. This is 
translated in the annual strategies and plans of the various government 
departments that deal with culture (DNHCA, ITLC, etc.). 
 

(ii) IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NATIONAL ICH SECRETARIAT 2012: The 
department was mandated by the government in 2009 to set up a National 
Secretariat for ICH in Fiji. While no formal unit has been established as yet, 
work has been rotated amongst the limited personnel. It is hoped that after 
dialogue with finance, a unit with special ICH responsibilities and dedicated 
officers and funds will be allocated by December 2012. Besides, the 
department has already mapped out the responsibilities of the National 
Secretariat and its officers and has started demarcating roles for its 
implementing arms. 

(iii) DEMARCATING INSTITUTIONAL ROLES AND STRUCTURES:  To implement 
the 2003 Convention successfully in Fiji, the department has divided the 
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agencies and institutions involved into three sectors because of the cross-
sectorial spheres that ICH covers and ease of working in terms of 
demarcating responsibility. These sectors include 1) the Secretariat, 2) the 
Core Implementing Agencies, and 3) the Subsidiary Partners. Each sector has 
a role to play in terms of implementing the 2003 Convention in Fiji.  
 

The Secretariat coordinates ICH activities at the national level. These 
activities include 

→ Making provisions for periodically reporting to UNESCO 
→ Preparing and submitting ICH nomination to UNESCO 
→ Consulting with National Working Group on ICH Matters 
→ Developing policies and guidelines for ICH in Fiji, creating strategic 

action plans, and integrating ICH in national planning matters 
→ Providing assistance through resources availability (funding if 

possible, research grants, etc.) to implementing agencies 
→ Paying subscriptions and fees to UNESCO 

Implementing Agencies on the other hand are responsible for implementing 
activities at the community or grassroots level, such as organising ICH 
revitalising workshops, documenting ICH elements, and undertaking 
awareness programmes, including educational programmes on ICH 
safeguarding.  
Subsidiary Partners include those that assist the Secretariat and 
Implementing Agencies in undertaking their respective functions to ensure 
that targets are met; for instance, the Ministry of Education would assist in 
having ICH featured in the syllabi of Fiji’s national curriculum, or the iTaukei 
Trust Fund Board would provide funding assistance for community-level 
cultural development workshops. 
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(iv) SPECIAL REVIVAL UNIT OF THE ITAUKEI INSTITUTE OF LANGUAGE AND 

CULTURE: Between 2010 and 2011, the iTaukei Institute of Language and 
Culture invested in setting up the special revival unit, which is now 
functioning with dedicated officers. The primary role of the unit is to 
identify through the mapping programme, endangered intangible cultural 
heritage elements of the iTaukei and to work with the communities in 
conducting in-depth research and collating necessary data, and through the 
initiative and consent of the vanua, to organise a revitalising workshop so 
that there is transmission of the knowledge or skill. The unit seeks funding 
from local and international institutions to facilitate these programmes.  

 

Demarcating the roles and  
functions of the institutions involved 

SECRETARIAT IMPLEMENTATION 
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(v)  CULTURAL MAPPING – INVENTORYING OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE: Mapping Fiji’s 1,200 villages continue. The iTaukei Institute of 
Language and Culture is responsible for this enormous work that has 
progressed since 2004, and thus far, it has completed seven out of the 
fourteen provinces with the eighth province almost completed. This is 
tabulated below. 

 

PROVINCE VILLAGES 
MAPPED 

GEOGRAPHIC STATUS OF 
PROVINCE 

Namosi 26 villages 90% of villages located in the 
hinterlands or interior of the 
mainland Viti Levu. 

Serua 24 villages A greater extent of the villages 
is located along the south-
eastern coast of Viti Levu.  

Rewa 53 villages Located on one of the biggest 
river mouths in Fiji—the Rewa 
River—the villages along the 
river continuously face flooding, 
and characteristic housing 
structures are a reflection of 
this feature. The province hosts 
two major towns (Nasinu and 
Nausori) and the City of Suva. 

Tailevu 145 villages The villages of Tailevu are 
bordered by the provinces of 
Naitasiri to the north and Rewa 
to the south. Fiji’s history is 
centred in this province. It has a 
fair share located on the eastern 
coast of Viti Levu and the rest 
along the riverbanks running 
through the interior of the 
mainland. 

Lomaiviti 72 villages This is one of the maritime 
provinces of Fiji. The islands are 
scattered on the eastern seas off 
the mainland Viti Levu. Sea 
ferrys and planes are the main 
mode of transportation among 
the islands. 

Ra 93 villages Villages are mostly in the 
interior of the mainland Viti 
Levu with a few located along 
the coast. Fiji’s ethno-history is 
centred in this province.  

Bua 52 villages One of Fiji’s most pristine 
provinces and located on Vanua 
Levu, the second largest island, 
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PROVINCE VILLAGES 
MAPPED 

GEOGRAPHIC STATUS OF 
PROVINCE 

Bua is one of three provinces 
that on the island.  

Naitasiri Currently being 
mapped 

This is another interior 
province of Viti Levu, located 
along one of the subsidiary 
rivers of Fiji—the Waidina.  

7 provinces  465 villages  TOTAL COMPLETED. 

 
Table 1: Data on villages mapped sourced from the iTaukei Institute of Language and Culture, 2012. 

The Fiji Arts Council is hoping to organise ICH mapping for other ethnic 
communities in Fiji soon. Through the financial assistance of ICHCAP, the Fiji 
Arts Council is holding national workshops around the country to facilitate 
community awareness, identify key resource people, and ascertain an 
appropriate methodology for mapping of other ethnic groups.   
 

(vi) REVITALISING INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE: The Department and its 
implementing agencies have been undertaking revitalisation workshops at 
the community and national levels to 1) revive endangered ICH, 2) promote 
the continuity or transmission of knowledge, 3) explore opportunities or 
avenues for the ICH development, 4) identify potential resources and Living 
Human Treasures, and 5) conduct audits of traditional skills and take stock of 
its resources or knowledgeable people and others. Notable workshops 
completed thus far have included the following: 
 

→ Bure-Building Revival Phenomenon (FAC & DNHCA): Through funds 
available for use by the community, the Department has supported 
many village projects pertaining to rebuilding traditional houses or 
bures as a means to transmit the knowledge of building bures to use 
the bures as meetinghouses for the villages and as eco-tourism 
initiatives. One of Fiji’s renowned vocational schools, the Centre for 
Training and Development under the Ministry of iTaukei Affairs, is 
currently trying out a Traditional Bure Building syllabus.  
 

→ Salt-Making Development Workshop: This is a unique skill found only 
in the province of Nadroga. The salt makers, in a traditional context, 
used to trade salt to accumulate wealth and supplied this important 
culinary ingredient to most chiefly households around Fiji. The skill 
was on the brink of extinction, with only one surviving resource 
person in Nadroga. The workshop was organised to revive the art. 
The Fiji Arts Council featured the workshop. 

 
→ Qelekuro Pottery-Making Workshop: A derivative of the Cultural 

Mapping Programme, the iTaukei Institute of Language and Culture 
Special Revival Unit had engaged in facilitating a workshop in the 
village of Qelekuro to help revive pottery making, an endangered 
heritage of the region. Pottery making has also been the subject of 
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Fiji’s first nomination or listing under the Urgent Safeguarding ICH 
List.  
 

→ Vutia Special Mat-Weaving Workshop: The Vutia mat (ibe ni vutia) is a 
special craft not only to the people of the village but to the entire 
province as the mats are woven in a unique way, different to any 
other weaving techniques and designs in Fiji, and they are specially 
made only for the Paramount Chief of Rewa Province, the Roko Tui 
Dreketi. Organised by the Fiji Arts Council, the only surviving resource 
person for the skill has been considered as a potential Living Human 
Treasure.  
 

→ Nose Flute of Nananu: Blowing a flute through the nose is a unique 
skill in this village in the Province of Tailevu. The skill, currently 
possessed by a single elder of the village, will disappear should the 
knowledge holder perish, as most young male members of his 
extended family are shy or embarrassed of performing. The iTaukei 
Insitute of Language and Culture Information Unit has done 
considerable research and an in-depth documentation of the skill and 
the knowledge holder. They are currently promoting this for greater 
recognition.  

 
→ Multi-Cultural Centre Classes: There are six centres around Fiji 

formally operated by the Department of Multi-Ethnic Affairs, which 
has now been phased out by government; however, department’s 
personnel and structures transferred to the Department of National 
Heritage, Culture & Arts in 2011. The Centres hold classes for 
elements and expressions of other minority ethnic groups in Fiji—
namely performing arts, music, and visual art. It specifically targets 
young and middle-aged individuals and children of Indian, Chinese, 
and other ethnic minorities in Fiji. The Centre is seen as a cultural 
space to assist in the transmission of the skills to the younger 
generation.  

 
→ Revamping the Living Human Treasures Programme: The LHT 

Programme, piloted at the beginning of the new millennia supported 
by UNESCO through the Korean Funds in Trust, is being revamped so 
that the main objectives of the project are sustained. While the focus 
by the iTaukei Institute of Language and Culture is specifically for the 
iTaukei population, the Fiji Arts Council has started gathering 
necessary data for its LHT database for other ethnic groups. The 
iTaukei Institute of Language & Culture had also submitted an LHT 
Funding proposal to UNESCO to facilitate the implementation of the 
iTaukei LHT Programme.   
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(vii) LANGUAGE ACTIVITIES: Language is an important component of ICH and 
culture in general because it is a vehicle for the continuance and 
transmission of knowledge, skills, and expressions that on their own are 
indescribable. A lot has been undertaken in Fiji in this area. 

 
→ Individual authored non-English books/journals and writings: 

Through the University of the South Pacific, the Retired iTaukei 
Teachers Association, and the iTaukei Trust Fund, local authors have 
taken out to write extensively about various subjects in regards to 
the indigenous people and other ethnicities in the local lingua franca. 
The iTaukei Trust Fund helps in publishing these books for the 
general public and schools.  
 

→ iTaukei Monolingual Dictionary: Published in 2007, the dictionary 
took 30 years to complete and has been used currently. There is 
consideration for review given the numerous comments emanating 
from the first edition circulated. Mapping languages for the purposes 
of producing a dialectal dictionary is also in the pipeline for the 
iTaukei Institute of Language and Culture.  
 

→ iTaukei Mathematics Syllabus: The iTaukei Institute of Language and 
Culture had been working with Dr Sala Bakalevu (indigenous 
mathematician and educationist) and Dr Apolonia Tamata 
(indigenous linguist and historian) in developing a local 
mathematical terminology list to assist in the pursuit of an 
indigenous or iTaukei mathematical syllabus for Fiji.  

 
(viii) MEDIA AND PROMOTIONS: Documentation is only an aspect of 

safeguarding ICH, the other important aspect involve the promotion of ICH. 
There are various mediums to facilitate promotion, some of which Fiji has 
undertaken include: 

 
→ Noda Vosa Radio Programme: This is a weekly radio programme in 

the iTaukei language to promote the local culture. It has been in 
existence since the 1980s. Personnel of the iTaukei Institute of 
Language pursue in-depth research that is edited before it is 
presented on air.  

 
→ Noda Gauna Television Programme: This is also a weekly 

programme aired on Fiji One Television on Monday evenings. Noda 
Gauna looks at the ethno-history of the iTaukei people from chiefly 
installations to family reunions, traditional sites of heritage 
significance, and so forth.  

→ WeniYava Programme: This is another featured television 
programme on Mai TV promoting iTaukei cultural elements.  

 
→ Investing in Theatre: A new phenomenon in Fiji in delivering culture 

and particularly ICH elements to the public is through theatrical 
productions. The Malaga Music Theatre Productions were staged 
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twice due to public demand; the iLakovi Drama was the most 
successful theatre production in the iTaukei language looking at the 
pre-traditional Fijian wedding preparations; and the Ketekete Qele 
is another short drama in the iTaukei language held recently to 
promote iTaukei ICH elements. 

 
→ Rotuma Day Celebrations: To celebrate Rotuman heritage in Fiji, the 

Department funds this national cultural fete annually. Activities 
include traditional poem recitals, staging chiefly dances unique to 
the various districts 

 
→ Bua Show/Festival: an annual undertaking by the province of Bua, it 

is the first of its kind to be held in a province of Fiji at the own 
initiative of the people. The Festival is being used as a model for 
other provinces where there is strong emphasis on showcasing the 
unique cultural heritages of the province.  

 
(ix) ICH AND FORMAL LEARNING: The Ministry of Education in Fiji plays a key 

role in facilitating the insertion of cultural elements into the national 
curriculum. This has been the core function of the Department of National 
Heritage since its shift to the Ministry of Education in 2008. Few initiatives 
have materialised thus far: 
 

→ Bachelor of Pacific Languages/ Diploma in Vernacular Studies: 
Offered at the University of the South Pacific through funding from 
the iTaukei Trust Fund Board, the course has been widely received 
and attended by both the young and old alike.  
 

→ Draft Syllabus for ICH Elements: Through the Education for 
Sustainable Development (ESD) initiative, the Department of 
National Heritage, with the Fiji Arts Council and the Curriculum 
Advisory Services of the Ministry of Education, has been working on 
the development of draft curricula for dance, visual arts, navigation, 
and more.  
 

→ Scholarships for Cultural Studies: Thus far, local scholarships are 
offered for the study of anthropology, history, language, and cultural 
studies. The Department of National Heritage hopes to expand this 
list through consultations with national scholarship institutions. 
 

→ Conservatorium of Music: Developed as an independent music school, 
it offers diplomas in music courses and encompasses, as part of its 
curriculum, traditional dance classes and classes to master 
traditional ceremonial proceedings. The school has been successful 
in securing music-teaching spots for its graduates, and it has 
participated in major theatricals, both locally and overseas. Current 
projects the students are working on include a drama on Masi 
Production in Auckland New Zealand.  
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(x) ICH NOMINATION SUBMISSION: Fiji had had submitted as its first 

nomination for listing in the Urgent Safeguarding Category, the Qelekuro 
Pottery Skill. This is a result of research and revitalization work by the 
iTaukei Institute of Language and Culture  

 
 
INFORMATION SYSTEM BUILDING 
 
Building an information system serves as an important component of safeguarding 
ICH. In the context of Fiji, building information systems looks at the identification of 
ICH elements, the documentation (mapping) of these ICH elements, the process of 
inventorying the ICH elements in a manner that is easy to access and use in future, 
the development of a database system to ensure proper storage or archival of 
information collected, publication, and the distribution of information for promotion 
and general awareness. When articulating all of the above, one must be mindful of 
the intellectual property implications of the entire proceedings. 
 
Partnerships Created 
 
It would be impossible for any single institution to have in its archives all the 
necessary resources in regard to one or more ICH elements. Hence, the concept of 
partnerships necessitates sharing information and ideas to ensure that there is a 
holistic collection of data. In Fiji, it has always been a challenge to engage in full 
partnerships amongst government institutions because of varying degree of 
legislation that govern their operations, high institutional memory turnover, and 
minimal technical knowledge as most are recruited to civil service positions because 
of their administrative and management background and qualification. These 
complicated, and sometimes bureaucratic, situations hamper the flow or exchange 
of information. However, NGOs have shown support and endorsed the need to share 
information in relation to ICH elements. 
  
Identifying ICH Elements 
 
It is always recommended that the communities decide on that which is considered 
ICH since they are the experts on this. For the iTaukei community, the iTaukei 
Institute of Language and Culture had worked tirelessly to solicit recommended 
terminologies. The pilot test it conducted served as a platform, but the mapping 
exercise itself generated the demarcation of new ICH elements simply because of the 
diversity of cultures within the indigenous culture. As for other communities, the Fiji 
Arts Council is currently organising national consultative workshops to facilitate the 
identification of ICH elements pertaining to other ethnicities. A recommended 
approach is to use existing structures, such as councils and associations, for 
representation purposes given that community members are sometimes dispersed, 
for example the Rotuma Council, Rabi Council, and Fiji-Chinese Association.  
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Database and Archival Building 
 
For the indigenous, traditional knowledge, a database was developed in the iTaukei 
language for the easier storage of information. Using a different language other than 
the local language as variables for data entry will not augur well with the 
information collected, and most data pertaining to an ICH element will not be wholly 
entered (missing important information). The database should be open to changes 
in future, and this is one of the positive features of Fiji’s iTaukei traditional 
knowledge database. Moreover, the archives server should have huge capacity to 
ensure the storage of video, audio, digital images, and narrative information. This is 
one of the limitations of Fiji’s server as it has a limited capacity, causing delays in the 
input of information.  
 
When facilitating the processing of ICH information, certain protocols are followed, 
and these necessitate the completion of forms.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Publication and Distribution  
 
Publication serves as a means to enhance the promotion of ICH. In Fiji’s case, the 
promotion of an element depends on the prior informed consent of the custodian of 
the knowledge or information. Should the community or individual agree, then the 
information is publicised. Currently, through the Special Revival Unit and the 
Information Unit of the iTaukei Institute of Language and Culture, endangered ICH 
elements are documented and developed into DVD formats and printed as posters 
for distribution and awareness purposes. Some of these are exhibited at institutional 
and national initiatives. A perfect example is the Nose flute of Nananu. An agreement 
is also prepared for those who wish to use the information publicized.  
 
 
 



 

48  | SUB-REGIONAL NETWORK MEETING FOR ICH SAFEGUARDING IN THE PACIFIC 

RESOURCE NEEDS 
 

1. Equipment Upgrading: There is a need to upgrade existing equipment, such 
as servers and databases, and the need to procure new versions of 
documentation tools with the iTaukei Institute of Language and Culture to 
improve documentation processes. 

2. Expert Exchange: Facilitating the engagement of regional ICH experts on the 
various aspects of information system building in Fiji is essential to uplift the 
standard and process of inventorying and information processing in the 
country. 

3. Personnel International Exchange: The impetus to improve capacity and 
enhance work is to send local personnel for professional exchanges in Korea, 
Japan, and other countries to learn documentation procedures, such as 
filming of ICH, editing shots, and so forth. 

4.  Short-term Training for Local Personnel (regional): There is a need to 
organise a 3 to 4 month training program in any developed country on 
information system building; 

5. More Publication and Resource Materials: Create ICH and intellectual 
property materials in a user-friendly format to enhance local understanding 
of the concepts. Preferably, this could be translated into the local language 
using an e-book format.  
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Intangible Cultural Heritage  
Safeguarding in Tonga 
 

 
 

Pulupaki A Siuilikutapu IKA 
Culture Division 

Ministry of Education, Women’s Affairs and Culture 

 
 
 
1. UNESCO CONVENTIONS: 
 
Tonga signed two of the Conventions: 

(a) 1972 World Heritage Convention in 2004; and  
(b) 2003 Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2010. 

 
 
2. EDUCATION OUTCOME OBJECTIVES 
 
The main objective of signing these Conventions is to preserve, maintain, support, 
promote, and integrate Tongan values, culture, and language into all educational 
programmes and activities. 
The other reason is to improve UBE and PBE through curriculum development, 
which includes culture, gender, ICT, language policy, sports, technical vocational 
education and training skills, life skills, and lifelong learning. 
 
 
3. KEY ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2011/12 FINANCIAL YEAR 
 
These are the key achievements that Tonga has attained this year:  

 2nd Sub regional network meeting held in Tonga, February 2011 
 Started discussions in relation to Field Survey Project with ICHCAP 
 Completed report on Field Survey Project, January 2012 
 Completed National Cultural Policy, August 2011 
 Joint Project Agreement, Tonga and ICHCAP 

 

Phase One: October to December 2011 
 Held a personnel exchange programme with ICHCAP, October 2011 
 Signed Agreement in Seoul, Republic of Korea, 12 October 2011; 
 Established National Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee to be in-charge 

of the ICH activities under this Joint Agreement Project; 
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 Members of the Committee: (12 members) Government Officials (6), 
Research (1) and International Experts (5); 

 Completed Sample of Inventory Making Form  
 Compiled existing data being collected relates to Intangible Cultural Heritage; 
 Established relevant organisations, refer to Annex 1. 

 
 
4. UPDATE JOINT PROJECT AGREEMENT 
 
Phase 2: January to December 2012  

 Establish safeguarding system for intangible cultural heritage in Tonga 

Five key activities to be done 
 Prepare for making an ICH inventory 
 Conduct fieldwork with ICH experts 
 Begin making an inventory and identifying ICH bearers 
 Prepare a draft of a possible legal document to complement existing 

regulations and laws 
 Organise an evaluation meeting for the second phase of the joint project 

 
 
5. DRAFT CULTURAL POLICY 
 
Purpose:  

• To provide a framework to guide GOT and Non GOT (NGO), with the Ministry 
of Education, Women’s Affairs and Culture (MEWAC) as the lead agency, in 
their work to preserve, maintain support, promote, and integrate Tongan 
culture and values into educational programmes and activities. 

• This policy covers the five domains of culture that were identified in the 
cultural mapping exercise. 

• These include the foundation of culture, land, culture and education, cultural 
industries, and government. 

The NCP is to be read together with the Cultural Mapping Report that provides the 
context for this policy. 
 

1) Guiding principles: 
 

• The NCP is based on the following principles that should be adhered to by 
all those responsible for its implementation: 

• All cultural protection, promotion, and development activities should be 
underpinned by the Tongan core values of respect, loyalty, humility, and 
reciprocity. 
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• National solidarity and cooperation among families, villages/towns 
councils, churches, civil societies, the private sector, and government 
ministries are essential for the implementation of this policy. 

• Ensure that all activities proposed in this policy are guided by the principle 
of sustainable development. 

 
2) Goals and objectives of NCP 

 
A.  Protect the foundation of Tongan culture: 

1.1 Support the development of a National Language Legislation for Tongan 
and Niuafo’ou languages. 

1.2 Strengthen the traditional Ha’a System. 
1.3 Preserve and reinforce the Traditional Knowledge Systems (TKS). 

B. Protect the land: 
2.1 Promote and develop the natural and cultural heritage of Tonga. 
2.2 Protect the underwater cultural heritage of Tonga. 
2.3 Protect the sky and air space of Tonga. 
2.4 Promote international conventions signed by Tonga. 

C. Protect and promote (safeguard) culture through education 
3.1 Promote and develop culture through education sectors (formal, 

informal, and non-formal) 
3.2 Support the review of the Education Act and education regulation to 

strengthen the protection, promotion, and development of culture 
through education  

D. Protect and promote Tonga’s cultural industries: 
4.1 Promote and develop Tonga’s cultural industries 
4.2 Promote and develop trade and commercialisation of Tonga’s cultural 

industries 
E. Role of Government: 

5.1 Support the development of National Language Legislation 
5.2 Support the development of a National Cultural Legislation.  

 
 
6. CULTURAL ISSUES 
 

1) No national cultural legislation 

2) Culture has not been accorded by government as a high priority; need to 
strengthen the cultural sectors 

3) Interest of the young people in cultural development is seemingly eroding 

4) Lack of teaching and learning materials; no database 

5) Capacity building a human resources 

6) Need to increase trained personnel in cultural arts management training 

7) Despite potential of cultural industries to develop but no cultural economists 
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8) Lack of budget and shortage of manpower to meet the needs associate with 
the National Cultural Implementation Plan, 2012 to 2015 

9) The contribution of culture to economic development is not reported 
accurately (cultural statistics) 

10) Intellectual Property and Copyright Act is not well known by the people—to 
protect traditional knowledge 

11) Gradual loss of Niuafo’ou language and the Traditional Knowledge System 
(particularly in the areas of navigation, agriculture , fishing, and traditional 
medicine) 

12) Lack of coordination amongst government and non-government related 
agencies on cultural activities 

13) No focal point to which artists, cultural producers, and entrepreneurs can 
turn to for administrative, marketing, and other sorts of assistance 

 
7. WAY FORWARD 

 
1) Put culture as one of the government’s priorities and mainstreaming all 

programmes; 

2) Improve coordination amongst culture sectors; 

3) Improve relationship with district/village communities relationship (town 
officer to be trained and used for promoting and preserving culture at the 
community level; ease number of scholarships on cultural arts management 
training 

4) Ensure funds available to implement National Implementation Plan, 2012 to 
2015 

5) Establish a focal point to administer artists, cultural producers, and 
entrepreneurs 

6) Strengthen awareness on the Intellectual Property and Copyright Act  

7) Establish database 

8) Identify, protect, promote, and develop different aspects of Tongan culture 

9) Establish the National Cultural Council as an advisory board to the Culture 
Division of the Ministry of Education, Women’s Affairs and Culture 

10) Promote cultural industries as a vital strategy to address MDG1 eradication 
of poverty. 
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Intangible Cultural Heritage  
in the Cook Islands 

 
 
 

Ngatuaine MAUI 
Anthropologist 

Ministry of Cultural Development 

 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The Cook Islands are fifteen islands scattered over an area of 2 million square 
kilometres of ocean. Situated near the centre of Eastern Polynesia, the islands lie 
within close proximity of the French Polynesia archipelago to the east and the 
Samoa islands to the west.  
 
In 1965 the Cook Islands gained a status of internal self-governing and the 
establishment of the Legislative Assembly, then Parliament thereon after…..and so 
began the Cook Islands journey into shaping itself as a nation.  
 
In the 1970s, the government realised the importance of oral history and especially 
the traditional knowledge possessed by the elders of the nation. This led to the 
establishment of the Tumu Korero division to collect, record, and document oral 
histories. These are currently housed in the National Archives, and George Baniani, 
the Manager of the National Archives, was a member of the team that implemented 
this project. The intention of the government was to have these oral histories 
published and fed into the education system as resources for our children.  
 
In 1992, the Cook Islands hosted the Festival of Pacific Arts and a fantastic cultural 
complex was erected to house the Ministry of Cultural Development, but more 
importantly, the National Auditorium to showcase the vibrant performing arts of the 
Cook Islands. This building itself has fostered the development of the performing 
arts and has ensured the rapid growth and enormous interest in the arts, especially 
from the younger generation of Cook Islanders. 
 
The theme of the Festival of Arts was traditional navigation, and it highlighted the 
knowledge and skills our ancestors held in overcoming this great expanse of ocean. 
They had the knowledge of the stars, wave patterns, and migratory birds to guide 
them from island to island. They settled and populated islands from as far as Palau 
of the Micronesian islands to Rapanui in the far east of Polynesia, and this was 
accomplished a thousand years before Columbus crossed the Atlantic. 
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These examples of national/regional events have been major milestones in the 
history of the Cook Islands and they stress the importance that the Cook Islands 
place on their ICH. 
 
 
Safeguarding of ICH in the Cook Islands 
 
In addition to all this activity are the safeguarding measures that have been 
implemented by the Ministry of Cultural Development and other government 
agencies that are using traditional knowledge as part of their regulatory role 

 House of Ariki Act 1966 related to the customs and traditions of the Cook 
Islands 

 Ministry of Culture Act 1990 established the Ministry of Cultural 
Development with the functions of preserving, promoting, and developing all 
forms of cultural heritage (tangible and intangible) as well as traditional and 
contemporary forms  

 Reo Maori Act 2003 established Maori as the official language of the Cook 
Islands and set up the Maori Language Commission 

 Copyright Bill  

 Traditional Knowledge Bill  

 Environment Act 2003. Under this Act, each island creates its own 
regulations, and the island of Atiu in its regulation has included the Raui 
(traditional environment practice).  

 Marine resources are also in the consultation phase of the proposed 
legislation of the Raui system, which should be quite interesting to see how 
this will roll out. The process of legislating a traditional practice will be 
challenging, especially with conflicting ideologies, such as indigenous versus 
western and traditional versus modern, being involved. 

 Aside from the legislation in place, the Ministry of Cultural Development has 
continued documenting and recording oral histories. The National 
Environment Service has also documented the arapo (traditional lunar 
calendar) and its use in traditional practices relating to the environment 

 The many activities organised by the Ministry of Cultural Development has 
assisted in the safeguarding of ICH through recording and providing DVDs to 
permanently preserve each event 

o Te Mire Atu – Composer’s competition 

o Te Mire Ura – National dance competition 

o Te Maeva Nui – Cultural dance festival 

o Te Mire Tiare – Festival of flowers 
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o Te Mire Tarai – Carving festival 

o Exhibitions and demonstrations 

 Areas for improvement in safeguarding ICH in the Cook Islands 

o Research: More research could be done on specific areas of ICH like 
traditional investitures, which are continually ending up in court.  

o Inventory making: There has been a lot of documentation and 
recording, but ther is a need for adequate cataloguing and inventory 
systems 

o IP protection: Enact the Traditional Knowledge and Copyright Bill 

o Ratification of the ICH Convention: It would provide the necessary 
tools for the Cook Islands to access international and regional 
assistance (like this workshop) to assist with inventory making, 
cultural mapping, information sharing, networking, and other 
safeguarding measures. 

 

National process for the ratification of the ICH convention 
 
The Cook Islands have yet to ratify the ICH Convention. According to the Ministry of 
Culture, ratification is in the pipeline. 
  
With regard to consultations: 

 from the activities that have been staged in our country in the past 40 years,  
 the on-going efforts of NGOs to practice in their field of ICH, and  
 the last ICH workshop,  

a general consensus is that there is wide public support for ratifying the ICH 
Convention. 
 
 
ICH information systems 
 
Generally, information systems in the Cook Islands are adequate and accessible, but 
they are not used to their optimum potential. In reference to government ministries, 
websites are not informative, are not updated (some information is two years old), 
and do not have downloadable forms. The websites are there to inform the public 
that this ministry exists and this is what they do, but site visitors are told to visit the 
office for more information. The most informative websites are the Tourism and 
BTIB sites, possibly because of their international focus. The Ministry of Culture 
website was last updated March 2011and there are no sections or information on 
ICH or World Heritage. 
 
In addition, most government ministries do not have databases, despite the large 
amount of information they are required to store. The Ministry of Justice is 
developing a database; the Ministry of Education has a very active ICT division; and 
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the Prime Minister’s Department offers assistance in setting up databases for the 
ministries. 
 
 
MOCD website 
 

 Includes general information about the Ministry 
o The divisions 
o Upcoming events  
o Purchasing DVDs 

Very limited in scope of functions and not very interactive, it could be developed 
further to include other interesting features. 
 
One interesting feature of the website was a weekly update of the Pacific Regional 
news that was translated into the Maori language. These news articles were collated 
at the end of the week and then uploaded to the Ministry website. The interesting 
point about this exercise was its use by the New Zealand and Australian Cook 
Islands communities to broadcast the news in Maori to their Cook Islands audience 
during their one- to two-hour radio programmes. This became a valuable resource 
other overseas users who had a wider listening audience than the 10,000 plus in the 
Cook Islands. 
 
Website could be developed to include 
1. List of records in the National Archives, including the oral history collection and 

photographic collection. By featuring this list, users could record catalogue 
numbers and when visiting the archives they can be very specific about the 
items they are searching for. This would cut the search times for some items 

2. Database and catalogues of national listings 
3. Directory of cultural NGOs and their roles and responsibilities 
4. BLOGs—Comments and questions from public 
5. ICH and World Heritage section to be included 
 
 
ICH-related online databases  
 
An online database is a very efficient system for quick and easy access to 
information. Most of the ICH-related online databases are language oriented. 
 
An excellent example is the online Maori language database on www.maori.org.ck, 
which allows you to input a word in English and get the Maori translation. There is a 
feature for public contributions for new words. This feature will speed up the 
development of the Maori language and the creation of new words. The site was 
designed by Arno Tism of the Ministry of Education. 
 
The Biodiversity Database was created by Gerald McKormack, and it includes Cook 
Islands plants and animals, with Maori names and uses. 
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Digitisation and other areas 
 
The National Archives has a project for possible funding under the current UNESCO 
PP for digitising archival materials. 
 
There are many recordings on audiocassette and VHS that urgently require 
digitisation for more effective management and access of the materials. If left in the 
current state, there is the risk of permanent damage and even loss of this recorded 
information. There are also other analogue materials that need to be updated and 
upgraded to better preservation. 
 
Also in the project proposal stage is the Virtual Museums project, which is an online 
tour of a museum in the Cook Islands. Funding for this project is pending. 
 
 
Major issues regarding information systems 
 

- Appropriate and most effective protection mechanisms need to be explored. 
At this moment, the copyright is still in draft form, possibly an opportunity 
there for inclusion of some form of protection for ICT-related issues. 

- High cost of information systems, especially databases. To mitigate that we 
need to shop around and use local expertise. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
To improve the coverage and preservation of ICH in Cook Islands, information 
systems need upgrading, and websites need regular updating to fully use the 
services provided by these tools.  
 
The ICH sub-regional workshop will highlight the efforts in the Pacific with regards 
to safeguarding ICH and using ICT as a tool to implement safeguarding measures. 
The local community can learn from neighbouring States Parties the most effective 
and affordable systems that can be applied to the Cook Islands. 
 
During this workshop, it is anticipated that networks can be forged and closer 
working relations established within the Pacific and with ICHCAP and UNESCO to 
achieve a united action plan for safeguarding ICH in the Pacific using information 
systems. 
 
Kia Manuia. 
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A new project to assist the legal sector 
in Land Disputes 

 
 

Christina Suzie HYNA 
Lawyer 

Vanuatu Cultural Centre 

 
 
 
1. Presentation of project proposals: 
 
Land disputes and the majority of civil cases before Vanuatu courts are partly due to 
development and the economic strategies that are currently being pursued from all 
directions. Land is Ni-Vanuatu’s life and identity. Ownership of land is closely 
connected with culture and is very diverse in Vanuatu. Land cases take longer than 
expected before decisions are reached and made. 
 
This could be in the form of knowledge with the elders in villages, or knowledge that 
is communicated in dialects or through rituals, songs, drawings, and so many more. 
Expert witnesses that are knowledgeable in customs and traditions are requested to 
testify in court (through sworn statements); however, in some unfortunate cases, 
the expert witnesses dies with the knowledge that they have without passing it on to 
others in the clan or their communities. 
 
Unless documented, this knowledge will fade away and be lost altogether. I strongly 
feel that an information data system will assist legally and culturally to preserve 
these traditions, customs, and knowledge.  
 
2. Link between law and culture 
 
UNESCO’s Definition of ICH is “traditions or living expressions inherited from our 
ancestors and passed on to our descendants, such as oral traditions; performing arts; 
social practices; rituals; festive events; knowledge and practices concerning nature 
and the universe; the knowledge and skills to produce traditional crafts are key 
components of what we are trying to protect.” 
 
Land ownership is governed by custom and culture, and it our view of land is 
encompassed in the saying, “My life, my land.” Land is our identity as we are known 
by the world around us. Land is owned by families, clans, and tribes; and with this 
common inheritance, we share cultural expressions that have been passed from one 
generation to another. These expressions have evolved in response to their 
environments and have contributed to giving us a sense of identity and continuity as 
is being promoted by UNESCO. That wealth of knowledge must be passed on to 
assist with settling land disputes and to keep the peace within families. It is very 

http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/doc/src/01851-EN.pdf
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important to have these recorded because the knowledge that is being passed on is 
normally in oral form.  
 
3.  Information data system: Enforcement of methods used currently  
 
What is critical at this point is the enforcement method that is in place for 
safeguarding ICH. Here are some methods currently used: 
 

(a) Documentation of local traditions and customs 
(b) Audio-visual recordings (tapes and videos) 
(c) Fieldwork and fieldwork notes in a diary 
(d) Interviews with elders in villages 
(e) Collection of resources (specimen and documents) 
(f) Training of people going to the outer islands, not urban elites 
(g) Locals, bearer, and practitioners of culture and customs 
(h) Creation of new techniques of IDS 
(i) Mobilising the locals to give them a sense of ownership and awareness of 

‘heritage’ 
(j) Reluctance to use anthropologists or archaeologists who are mainly 

expatriates 
(k) Seeing culture through the eyes of the new generation 
(l) Placing culture at the level of the community and at the disposal of the local 

community 
(m) Linking culture and modernity—facilitating work of local experts in culture 

in courts 
(n) Strengthening the present information data system 
(o) Preserving and reviving culture and custom 
(p) Raising profile of culture and custom 
(q) Encouraging local participation in the project 
(r) Giving an interest in the local community 
(s) Commercialising aspect although defeats purpose 
(t) Connection with the spirits of the land 
(u) Strengthening the present IDS 
(v) Codifying the way land is passed on from one generation to the other may 

lead to compilation of village internal bylaws such as custom code and 
practice, which may constitute a new project to be funded by UNESCO 

(w) This will prevent expert witnesses in court from misleading the courts 

 

4. Custom and tradition revival 
 
The core function of all of this is the: 

i. Revitalising, transmitting, and preserving of customs and traditions 

ii. Teaching new generations about their customs and traditions 

iii. Reviving a lost traditions 

iv. Connecting with the land 
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If we do not capture this in our generation, then it will be lost, and we have 
ourselves to blame. Therefore, we have to recapture these and maintain our identity 
as people of Vanuatu. 
 
5. Dilemma 
 
With all this preparation that is being planned to safeguard our ICH, there are 
various problems that have become evident. These are 

i. Empty local villages 

ii. Youth migrating to towns for studies and employment 

iii. Local language no longer spoken and replaced by Bislama (lingua franca) 

iv. Social changes bring new social interests 

v. Cultural diversity 

vi. Lack of infrastructure 

vii. No funding 

viii. Custom evolves 

ix. Some customs cannot be recorded because it is considered taboo 

x. Requirement for a particular custom to be performed by the right people; 
otherwise the custom looses its value or does not have the same effect 

xi. This is an issue that only custom could resolve 

xii. Women cannot be involved in that project as Vanuatu is mainly a patrilineal 
society; some aspects of custom cannot involve women 

6. Financial assistance needed 

Therefore, the question that arises foremost in our minds is determining what can 
be done to halt and resolve the problem. Foremost in our minds is that financial 
assistance is needed from the various funding agencies that are working to help 
island nations halt this deterioration and here are some examples of the various key 
areas that can be resourced: 
 

i. Community development project needing financial assistance 

ii. Assistance to court cases and revive custom and culture 

iii. Request UNESCO funding for this project 

iv. ICHCAP and its agencies 
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In conclusion, this problem is not exclusive to Vanuatu alone, but to all island 
nations and any help that can be given, will go a long way in ensuring the protection 
and safeguarding of the ICH in the Pacific. 
 
Meitaki maata. Thank you. 
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Culture and Development 
 
Culture is the source of our identity, continuity, and creativity. Therefore, culture is 
important in its own right. Besides this intrinsic value, culture has social and 
economic values. Recently, there has been growing attention to the economic 
contribution of culture to development mainly through cultural and creative 
industries, including cultural tourism. In October 2010, UN General Assembly 
adopted a resolution 65/166, which emphasises the important contribution of 
culture to sustainable development and the achievement of national development 
objectives and internationally agreed development goals, including Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). 
 
This resolution invites all Member States, intergovernmental organisations, and UN 
agencies to ensure a more visible and effective integration and mainstreaming of 
culture in development policies and strategies. 
 
 
ICH Convention and Information/Data 
 
The UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
(ICH Convention) provides important principles and guidelines for cultural policy 
for ICH safeguarding. The most important goal of the ICH Convention is to ensure 
the safeguarding of ICH in need of urgent safeguarding. As the number of State 
Parties increases and the reach of the ICH Convention expands, the ICH Convention 
is expected to allow us to identify vulnerability and risks facing ICH elements in 
different parts of the world. It will then enable us to manage and mitigate risks of 
ICH elements being completely lost by drawing attention of national authorities and 
the international community base on knowledge base created by the ICH Convention.  
Different kinds of information and data will be generated by implementing the ICH 
Convention According to Article 12.1 of the ICH Convention, each State Party shall 
draw up, in a manner geared to its own situation, one or more inventories of ICH 
present in its territory and ensure that the inventory is updated. ICH inventories 
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generate certain data and information. For example, an ICH inventory at the national 
level of Japan registers around 450 ICH elements held by around 230 individuals 
and groups in the domains of performing arts, crafts, festivals, and conservation 
skills and knowledge. The number of registered ICH elements will increase if one 
includes ICH elements registered at different levels (prefecture, municipal, town, 
etc.). 
 
At the international level, the ICH Representative List, ICH Urgent Safeguarding List, 
and Best Safeguarding Practice Register are generating data and information for the 
international community. These data and information are both quantitative 
(Number of ICH custodians/communities, time spent by them, number of activities, 
revenue generated by activities, length of media coverage, etc.) and qualitative 
(social impact on community life such as intergenerational communication, 
collaboration among community members, satisfaction, confidence, etc.). Again, as 
the reach of ICH Convention expands, these data and information will become more 
comprehensive and accurate. 
 
According to Article 29, the States Parties shall submit to the Committee reports on 
the legislative, regulatory, and other measures taken for the implementation of the 
ICH Convention, including information on ICH inventories. The current version of 
the Operational Directives of the ICH Convention defines periodicity of reporting, 
which is every six years for ICH element on the Representative List and every four 
years for ICH on the Urgent Safeguarding List. This periodic and systematic exercise 
will allow us to ensure long-term monitoring of the safeguarding status of ICH. 
 
 
Example of ICH Information Systems 
 
Since ICH elements and their safeguarding status vary among State Parties, there is 
no single model for ICH information systems. In this presentation, I would like to use 
the UNESCO website, with which I am most familiar, as an example of an ICH 
information system.  
 
The UNESCO website is a global portal hosted by UNESCO Headquarters. The 
management of the websites of UNESCO field offices are decentralised to field offices. 
The UNESCO website includes a site devoted to ICH programmes. ICH programme 
site is resource-rich website where one can obtain information on the Convention, 
ICH elements inscribed on the Lists and the Register, including nomination files, 
images, videos, and other information on each element/practice. 
 
Through the UNESCO website, one can have an access to a database of statistics in 
education, sciences, culture, and communication. This database primarily compiles 
data submitted by UNESCO Member States to the UNESCO Institute of Statistics in 
Montreal, Canada. To meet the growing demand for cultural statistics, UNESCO 
produced the “Framework of Cultural Statistics” (FCS) in 2009 after extensive 
consultations with statistics experts, specialised agencies, and Member States. The 
FCS is a tool for organising cultural statistics both nationally and internationally and 
for producing internationally comparable data through its standard definitions.  



 

SESSION 2. THEME PRESENTATION  |  67 

In the FCS, cultural activities and practices are grouped under the following 
headings: a) Cultural and Natural Heritage, b) Performance and Celebration, c) 
Visual Arts and Crafts, d) Books and Press, e) Audio-visual and Interactive Media, 
and f) Design and Creative Services. And, the intangible element, such as knowledge, 
skills, and practices, needed to produce cultural products is considered a 
crosscutting factor for creating value for these products. 
 
In FCS, several codes in the existing international classification systems are 
identified to extract cultural statistics such as CPC (Classification of Products by 
Activity, EU), ISIC (International Standard Industrial Classification), HS 
(International trade of cultural goods and services defined with the Harmonised 
System 2007 codes), ISCO (International Standard Classification of Occupations), 
ICATUS (UN Trial – International Classification of Activities for Time-Use Statistics). 
These identified codes are not enough to capture a comprehensive picture of ICH’s 
contribution to development. It is expected that a methodology for measuring ICH is 
going to develop as the reach of the ICH Convention expands. 
 
Another interesting online database attached to the UNESCO website is the World 
Atlas on Endangered Languages. This atlas has been produced by an international 
scientific committee composed of eminent linguists in the world and lists about 
2,500 languages (including 230 languages extinct since 1950). With the keyword 
“PNG”, one can get information of over 800 languages in PNG. In this atlas, languages 
are grouped into different categories according to degree of vitality/endangerment 
measured in terms of intergenerational transmission. The six degrees of 
vitality/endangerment are 1) safe, 2) vulnerable, 3) definitely endangered, 4) 
severely endangered, 5) critically endangered, and 6) extinct. As an interactive tool, 
anybody can contribute new information to update the atlas.  
 
Information Systems for ICH Safeguarding in the Pacific 
I would like to conclude my presentation by highlighting some points that need to be 
considered while developing ICH information systems in the Pacific. With regard to 
contents, I have received quite a few requests on how to go about analogue 
technology, such as records and cassette tapes. As broadband infrastructure is not 
fully developed in the region, the Pacific needs a long-term planning for 
infrastructure development. As more and more images and videos are put online 
and multimedia products are produced and distributed, legislation and 
administrative measures on copyrights and IP rights need to be put in place and 
enforced while striking a balance between right of creators and accessibility by the 
public. As for process, ICH information systems need to be established through 
consultations and participation with ICH stakeholders and communities. It is 
particularly important to respect of customary laws/practices in the region. 
 
One has to be clear about the goals of ICH information systems. Cultural agencies 
may need an intranet type of information system for managing ICH inventories 
while tourism agencies may prefer websites for enhancing ICH visibility and linking 
it to tourism promotion. In this connection, one must be reminded of the spirit of the 
ICH Convention, namely, its emphasis on ICH in need of urgent safeguarding.  
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1. Introduction 
 
For the past three years, sub-regional network meetings on safeguarding intangible 
cultural heritage (ICH) in the Asia-Pacific region have been held consecutively in 
Nandi (Fiji, 2010), Nukualofa (Tonga, 2011), and Rarotonga (Cook Islands, 2012). 
Through these meetings, the countries in the Pacific region and ICHCAP have 
recognised the importance of safeguarding ICH as the origin of human creativity and 
cultural diversity and have shared the need for regional and international 
cooperation. In particular, the third sub-regional meeting in Rarotonga offers an 
opportunity to discuss the possibility of using information and communication 
technology (ICT) to efficiently manage and use ICH information. 
 
Albeit with some negative aspects, the so-called information society, established by 
the development of ICT, is causing remarkable changes such as rapid dissemination 
of knowledge and information, promotion of communication, and improvement in 
the quality of life. In particular, the Internet is changing the concept of traditional 
information service and it is making a new environment. The possibility of 
networking, cooperation, and digitisation that is raised in this environment brings 
the fundamental change in the function of acquisition, storage, and dissemination of 
information. 
 
ICT development also offers a new method in the ICH field. In other words, by using 
the constantly progressing ICT properly for safeguarding and promoting ICH, it is 
expected to contribute to establishing a new safeguarding system, fundamentally 
different from traditional systems. The application of ICT will help people easily 
access ICH information and knowledge and it will also contribute to enhancing ICH 
safeguarding and cultural diversity.  
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2. ICHCAP Projects for Building ICH Information Systems 
 
The term “Building Information Systems” is defined as the entire process of 
circulating knowledge about ICH safeguarding , including (a) collecting and 
producing various data that are widely proliferated via a worldwide online network 
and by continuously advancing digital technology, (b) improving and making 
collective ICH material into digitised forms, and (c) providing and distributing the 
mentioned material through a network.  
 
ICHCAP is now promoting projects in cooperation with Member States in Asia and 
the Pacific for building information systems. 

 
1) Collecting Information on the Current Status of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

Safeguarding in the Asia-Pacific Region 
• Purpose: This project aims to collect relevant information on ICH 

safeguarding efforts of Member States in the region, and the data will be used 
to develop the Centre’s future projects and strategies 

• Target Countries: Seven Member States in the Asia-Pacific region 
• Activities:  

- Selecting a contact point (institute) in each State and compiling a report 
by local experts through a questionnaire 

- Collecting basic data on ICH safeguarding efforts, including ICH 
inventories, safeguarding systems and policies, relevant institutes, etc. 

- Conducting interviews with administration officers and project officers in 
safeguarding organisations to identify urgent needs and pending issues in 
the ICH field in each State 

 
2) ICH Identification and Documentation Support 

• Purpose: This project aims to create a foundation for ICH safeguarding and to 
enhance implementation of the Convention in the region through 
identification and documentation of ICH in the Asia-Pacific region.  

• Target Countries: Four countries in Central Asia 
• Activities:  

- Developing a foundation for information building and sharing through 
identifying and documenting ICH safeguarding at the national or regional 
level 

- Identifying ICH in Central Asia using online tools, supporting field 
surveys, and developing online programmes as a three-year 
documentation project 

- Identifying ICH in Bhutan and supporting field surveys with local experts 
as a three-year documentation project (ODA project) 
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3) Video Documentation of Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region 
• Purpose: This project aims to raise awareness and activate educational 

activities for the public by producing a professionally documented video that 
promotes ICH visibility in the Asia-Pacific region 

• Target Countries: Viet Nam 
• Activities:  

- Working with experts of Member States to record high-definition video to 
assist in nominating ICH elements to the UNESCO ICH lists and to raise 
public awareness 

- Writing a video guideline for documenting ICH and selecting ICH elements 
in cooperation with the government of the target country  

- Assembling a recording staff of experts in the field of broadcasting or ICH, 
conducting a pre-survey about selected elements, and holding discussions 
with relevant communities for video documentation 

- Taking steps from writing documentation blueprints, onsite recording, 
and video editing to make DVDs, and disseminate images or educational 
multimedia contents 

 
4) Restoration and Digitisation of ICH-Related Data 

• Purpose: This project aims to secure resources of superannuated and 
damaged ICH-related data and to raise awareness of it through restoration 
and digitisation  

• Target Countries: Mongolia and other countries in the Asia-Pacific region 
• Activities:  

- Assisting in the restoration of superannuated ICH-related data damaged 
by time and environmental and social factors 

- Conducting field surveys to understand the current state and reality of 
ICH- related data possessed by organisations and countries in the Asia-
Pacific region 

- Carrying forward restoration and digitisation work by selecting 
superannuated and damaged analogue data that have value as a reference 

- Publishing promotional videos and e-books using the restored and 
digitised ICH-related data for raising the general public’s awareness 

 
5) Assisting Member States in Accessing and Managing Information of ICH 

Safeguarding System and Policy 
 

• Purpose: This project aims to assist Member States in developing ICH 
safeguarding policies and measures and to disseminate ICH safeguarding 
systems 

• Target Countries: Tonga and Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
• Activities:  

- Assisting Member States in identifying exemplary cases of ICH 
safeguarding activity, developing ICH safeguarding policies, and 
disseminating ICH safeguarding measures 

- Assisting Member States in adopting ICH safeguarding legislation, and 
organising an expert workshop 

- Assisting Member States in conducting field research for establishing  
national policy, and publishing an ICH guidebook for each State 
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6)  Protecting Intellectual Property Rights in Relation to Information Materials 
and Documentation of ICH 
• Purpose  

To develop a guideline through research for protecting intellectual property 
in the process of information building and sharing 

• Target Countries in the Asia-Pacific region 
• Activities  

• Conducting a survey on ICH information-related institutes in each 
country through experts in the information field and intellectual 
property field (2011 on-going) 

• Holding expert meetings to discuss problems that could arise in the 
process of ICH information building and sharing and to develop 
solutions 

• Researching ways to protect ICH intellectual property in the process of 
ICH information building and sharing and developing and disseminating 
a guideline 

 
3. Conclusion 
 
For many years in the past, countries in the Asia-Pacific region have already 
implemented or planned projects to build an information system for ICH. The 
countries including Fiji and Tonga have implemented a project to make a cultural 
atlas, a kind of database of ICH, in cooperation with UNESCO or UNSECO APIA Office. 
Also, a project to introduce a Living Human Treasures system in Fiji was carried out 
through a trust fund of UNESCO and the Republic of Korea. Especially during the 
past two to three years, field surveys regarding the current status of safeguarding 
ICH have been conducted in Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Tonga, the Cook Islands, and the 
Marshall Islands along with the collaborative efforts of ICHCAP. Efforts are also 
being made to register the cultural atlas project of Fiji into the UNESCO Register of 
Best Safeguarding Practices. This year in particular, a field survey will be carried out 
in Tonga to produce an ICH inventory in an effort to build a system to safeguard its 
ICH. Samoa is also looking to digitise analogue video materials of ICH this year. 
 
Last year, our Centre and the UNESCO Apia Office have collaboratively produced a 
brochure introducing ICH in the Pacific region. This is the promotional material 
intended to introduce ICH in the region on offline basis. In addition, we could 
possibly explore collaborative works in developing guidelines of managing 
information system and a website for on-line based ICH safeguarding in the Pacific 
region in order to ensure ICH safeguarding and raise ICH awareness in the era of 
information.  
 
It will help encourage the effective management and promotion of ICH information 
in the region by strengthening informational capacity and promoting cultural 
diversity of the Pacific as well as allowing countries to share information regarding 
on-going issues. 
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There are many countries in the Pacific that have insufficient infrastructure to 
safeguard and utilise ICH. Nonetheless, recognising that information has become a 
critical factor for human development and cultural diversity, it is anticipated that 
the rapid development of ICT and the international efforts to dissolve digital divide 
among countries will strengthen building countries’ capacity in ICT. In line with this, 
ICHCAP will continue to collaborate with countries in the region to support building 
and managing information system for ICH safeguarding.  
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1. Background 
 
In December 2011, ICHCAP approved US$15,000 in funding to implement the 
project, Strengthening Intangible Cultural Heritage Database and Disseminating Best 
Practices of Intangible Cultural Heritage Safeguarding between December 2011 and 
March 2012. The project was coordinated by the Department of National Heritage, 
Culture and Arts and facilitated by the Fiji Arts Council with assistance rendered by 
the Institute of iTaukei Language and Culture on certain activities. 
The project was twofold: 
 The first part looked at strengthening the current Fiji Arts Council database 

to emulate that which was with the Ministry of iTaukei Affairs, looking after 
the indigenous population only. 

 The second portion of the project tried to facilitate awareness raising on the 
Cultural Mapping programme undertaken by the Ministry of iTaukei Affairs 
and to disseminate the program as a best practice initiative for mapping 
other ethnic communities in Fiji and as a possible nomination as best 
practice model for ICH safeguarding on the UNESCO Register for Best 
Practices.  

2. Objectives 
 

• Ascertain ICH elements to be used as basis for data collection from ethnic 
communities in Fiji; 

• Raise awareness of the 2003 ICH Convention with implementing institutions 
and local organisations, such as women’s groups, youth associations, and 
churches. 

• Strengthen the Fiji Arts Council database on artists to be inclusive of all 
other ethnic groups; 

• Facilitate the nomination drafting of cultural mapping as a best practice 
methodology with UNESCO; 

• Facilitate the Living Human Treasures initiative through consultation with 
the relevant stakeholders and their inputs considered fully. 



 

76 |  SUB-REGIONAL NETWORK MEETING FOR ICH SAFEGUARDING IN THE PACIFIC 

3. Database as a strategy for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage 
 
The presentation will focus only on database as a means for safeguarding.  
Development of databases are an important means to ensure secured storage of raw 
and secondary data on the intangible cultural heritage. Database archiving is a form 
of ensuring sustainable preservation of data forms.  
In the case of Fiji, the cultural mapping programme initiated in 2004 for the 
indigenous (iTaukei) population was developed for the sole purpose of 
electronically archiving traditional knowledge information in a database called the 
Database for Traditional Knowledge and Expressions of Culture. Hence, the 
documentation of traditional knowledge synonymous with ICH focused on the 
indigenous people of Fiji only. The inventory therefore was particularly iTaukei 
centred and the elements identified were pertinent to the indigenous existence and 
livelihood.  
The greater question that often arises in forums is the fact that the state falls short in 
addressing the ICH of other ethnic groups in Fiji, especially in terms of 
documentation and database safeguarding. Is it just the responsibility of the state or 
is it collaborative effort with communities and responsible institutions such as the 
Chinese-Fiji Association, Rabi Council, and so forth? At the same time, the country 
should be steadfast in responding to queries for those groups whose ethnicities and 
cultural practices are derivative of other countries such as India, China, Pakistan, 
and Australia. These are some challenging thoughts for consideration. 
 
4. The indigenous Fijian TK database— asystem to emulate 
 
The traditional knowledge (TK) database system with the Ministry of iTaukei Affairs 
is unique because it was developed using the iTaukei language—that is to say, the 
language of instruction of the database is in the indigenous form. It is flexible in the 
type of data entered, with no restriction on the type of language or dialect used. The 
data scope includes information entered in 
 Audio format 
 Video format 
 Digital image format 
 Historical narrative (word typed) 

5. Elements of the database 
 
Like any other database, it has input variables that allow for the type of data to be 
entered into the system. These include the foregoing 

• Traditional Knowledge Holder or Bearer Informant Details—Basic 
information pertaining to the background of the informant interviewed, 
including the person’s name, age, village, district, province, clan, tribe, and 
contact details. 

• Traditional Knowledge Typology—Refers to the ICH element or the form of 
TK data collected from the field pertaining to the informant, including 
traditional games, performing arts, traditional fishing methods, traditional 
weaving, and traditional architecture  

• Traditional Knowledge Details—Pertains to more elaborate and detailed 
information, such as the local name for TK, methods of application, historical 
background, and locality practiced 
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This report focuses on where Tonga stands in regard to the 2003 Convention in 
terms of achievements and challenges faced since the second sub-regional meeting 
that was held in Nuku’alofa, Tonga, in February 2011. 
 
Tonga has signed two conventions—the 1972 World Heritage Convention and the 
2003 Convention. There is no doubt of the benefits received from signing these two 
conventions. The State Parties are experiencing the same problems related to 
westernisation, globalisation, and migration, and we have to act professionally in 
trying to maintain, preserve, develop, and promote our traditional cultures; 
otherwise, our traditions will drift away from us, leaving nothing for the next 
generation. Hence, the transmission of skills from one generation to the next 
generation is one of the vital activities to adopt through formal, non-formal, and 
informal education. 
 
The two main education outcome objectives that guide us in performing our tasks in 
the Ministry of Education, Women’s Affairs are to  
 

1. Preserve, maintain, support, promote, and integrate Tongan values, culture, 
and language into all educational programmes and activities 

2. Improve universal basic education and post basic education through 
curriculum development that includes culture, gender, ICT, language policy, 
sports, technical vocational education and training skills, life skills, and life-
long learning 

 
These are the activities that have been done or are being undertaken during the 
2011 and 2012 financial year in relation to implementing the 2003 Convention at 
the national level: 
 

• Second Sub – regional network meeting held in Tonga, February 2011; 
• Initial discussion related to the field survey project with ICHCAP 
• Completed National Cultural Policy, August 2011 
• Signed Joint Project Agreement between Tonga and ICHCAP, October 2011 
• Completed Phase One of the Joint Project Agreement October – December 

2011 
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• Personnel exchange programme (Five cultural experts from Tonga visited 
Korea in October 2011)  

• Established National Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee (NICHC) to be 
in charge of the ICH activities under Joint Agreement Project. Twelve 
members of NICHC endorsed (Government Officials (6), Research (1) 
Cultural experts (5) 

•  Compiled existing data being collected that relates to ICH 
• Number of relevant organisations and association being established, refer to 

Annex 1 
• Local festivals and cerebration of school anniversaries is an ongoing 

activities 
• Launched Tonga Monolingual Dictionary 
• Curriculum Reform, Tonga Society and Culture and Fitness and Movement 

 
ICHCAP initiated dialogue with the government of Tonga to embark on a Joint 
Project Agreement in 2011. Phase 1 of the Joint Project Agreement is to complete the 
Field Survey Project then the personnel exchange programme. This phase of the 
project was completed in December 2011.  
 
Phase 2 of the Joint Project Agreement from January to December 2012 is currently 
underway. The outcome objective is to establish a safeguarding system for ICH in 
Tonga. These are the key activities to be completed: 

• Prepare for making an ICH inventory  
• Conduct field work with ICH experts 
• Begin inventory making and identifying ICH bearers 
• Prepare draft of a possible legal, document to complement existing 

regulations and law 
• Organise an evaluation meeting for the second phase of the joint project 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture 1: Members of the National Intangible Committee in their first meeting in 
January 2012. 



 

 82 |  SUB-REGIONAL  NETWORK MEETING FOR ICH SAFEGUARDING IN THE PACIFIC 
 

National Cultural Policy 
 
For us to pursue further on all the developments regarding ICH safeguarding, it 
would be better to endorse the national cultural policy as early as possible. As it is 
now, the draft national cultural policy has been completed, and it is now awaiting 
public consultations in the outlying districts then submitted for endorsements by 
higher authorities. It is also kindly noted that there is no national cultural legislation. 
 
The purpose of the National Cultural Policy (NCP) is to provide a framework to: 
  

• provide a framework to guide the government of Tonga and NGOs of Tonga, 
with the Ministry of Education, Women’s Affairs and Culture (MEWAC) as the 
lead agency, in their work to preserve, maintain support, promote, and 
integrate Tongan culture and values into educational programmes and 
activities 

• This policy covers the five domains of culture that were identified in the 
cultural mapping exercise. 

• These include the foundation of culture, land, culture and education, cultural 
industries, and government  

• The NCP is to be read together with the Cultural Mapping Report, which 
provides the context for this policy. 

 
Guiding Principles 
 

• The NCP is based on the following principles that should be adhered to by all 
those responsible for its implementation: 

• All cultural protection, promotion, and development activities should be 
underpinned by the Tongan core values of respect, loyalty, humility, and 
reciprocity. 

• National solidarity and cooperation among families, villages/towns councils, 
churches, civil societies, the private sector, and government ministries are 
essential for the implementation of this policy. 

• Ensure that all activities proposed in this policy are guided by the principle 
of sustainable development. 

 
Goals & Objectives 
 

1.  Protect the foundation of Tongan culture: 
1.1 Support the development of a National Language Legislation for Tongan and 
Niuafo’ou languages. 
1.2 Strengthen the traditional Ha’a System. 
1.3 Preserve and reinforce the Traditional Knowledge Systems (TKS). 

 
     2. Protect the land: 

2.1 Promote and develop the natural and cultural heritage of Tonga. 
2.2 Protect the underwater cultural heritage of Tonga. 
2.3 Protect the sky and air space of Tonga. 
2.4 Promote international conventions signed by Tonga. 
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    3. Protect and promote (safeguard) culture through education 
3.1 Promote and develop culture through educational sectors (formal, informal, 
and non-formal) 
3.2 Support the review of the Education Act and education regulation to 
strengthen the protection, promotion, and development of culture through 
education.  

 
   4.  Protect and promote Tonga’s cultural industries: 

4.1 Promote and develop Tonga’s cultural industries 
4.2 Promote and develop trade and commercialization of Tonga’s cultural 
industries. 

 
  5. Role of Government: 

5.1 Support the development of national language legislation 
5.2 Support the development of national cultural legislation.  

 
Once the national cultural policy is finalised, then this would be an important 
document for us to use in terms of safeguarding ICH. Not only that, the availability of 
funding is another factor for us to have so that implementing a plan for national 
cultural policy can move smoothly. 
 
Furthermore, it has been kindly noted that these are the cultural issues we are 
currently facing: 
 
Cultural Issues 
 

1. No national cultural legislation 
2. Financial support is very minimal 
3. Need to strengthen the cultural sectors 
4. Interest of the young people in cultural development is seemingly eroding 
5. Lack of teaching and learning materials and technical equipment 
6. No database 
7. Limited capacity building, short-term training programmes, and work 

attachments  
8. Need to increase trained personnel in cultural arts management training 
9. Despite potential of cultural industries to develop but no cultural economists 
10. Lack of budget and shortage of manpower to meet the needs associated with 

National Cultural Implementation plan 2012 to 2015 
11. The contribution of culture to economic development is not reported 

accurately (cultural statistics) 
12. The Intellectual Property and Copyright Act to protect traditional knowledge 

is not well known by the people  
13. Gradual loss of Niuafo’ou language and traditional knowledge systems 

particularly in the areas of navigation, agriculture, fishing, and traditional 
medicine; 

14. Lack of coordination amongst government and non-government agencies on 
cultural activities; 

15. No focal point to which artists, cultural producers and entrepreneurs can 
turn to for administrative, marketing, and other sorts of assistance.   
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16. Despite these issues being identified, we still see opportunities to pursue, 
and we are striving to do our best to achieve our aims of preserving, 
developing, promoting, and safeguarding intangible cultural heritage at the 
national level. Suggestions have been made for a way forward. 

 
Way Forward  
 

1. Put culture as one of government priorities and mainstreaming all 
programmes 

2. Improve coordination amongst culture sectors 
3. Improve relationship among district and village communities (town officer 

to be trained and used for promoting and preserving culture at the 
community level; ease number of scholarships on cultural arts management 
training) 

4. Ensure funds are available  to implement the National Implementation Plan 
2012 to 2015 

5. Establish a focal point to administer artists, cultural producers, and 
entrepreneurs 

6.  Strengthen awareness of the Intellectual Property and Copyright Act  
7.  Establish a database 
8.  Identify, protect, promote, and develop different aspects of Tongan culture 
9.  Establish National Cultural Council as advisory board to Culture Division , 

Ministry of Education , Women’s Affairs and Culture 
10.  Promote cultural industries as a vital strategy to address Millennium 

Development Goals about eradicating poverty 
 
 
In conclusion, Tonga is striving to conduct various activities related to the 2003 
Convention, even though we are facing many shortfalls and cultural issues. For us to 
achieve success in what we do, we must prioritise the activities to be performed 
according to the financial availability during the next fiscal year. In addition, the 
restructuring of the government ministries and departments will take effect on 1 
July 2012. Hence, the Culture Division currently under the Ministry of Education, 
Women’s Affairs and Culture will move to be under the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 
This will be another milestone, and we hope that the move is for the better.  
 
MALO ‘AUPITO 
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Inventory Making and Documentation for                 
Safeguarding ICH in Korea 
 

 
 

Weonmo PARK. 
Section Chief, Information and Research Section 

ICHCAP 

 
 
 
1. Introduction: Safeguarding ICH through a Designation System 
 
Similar to other countries, the intangible cultural heritage (ICH) of Korea, which 
embodies Korean cultural identity, is now facing the threat of transformation and 
disappearance as a result of rapid industrialisation and urbanisation over the last 
several decades. In light of this threat, Korea enacted institutional safeguarding 
measures for intangible cultural heritage beginning with the establishment of the 
Cultural Properties Protection Act in 1962.  
 
The Cultural Properties Protection Act defines ICH as cultural manifestations of 
intangible nature with high historical and artistic significance, such as theatrical and 
musical performing arts as well as crafts and skills. The act, furthermore, 
distinguishes ICH into two different groups: Important Intangible Cultural Property, 
designated by the state, and Provincial Intangible Cultural Heritage, designated by 
local or regional governments. The number of items listed as Important Intangible 
Cultural Properties was 7 in 1964, and by 2011, this amount expanded to 114, and 
the number of Provincial Intangible Cultural Properties is 446. 
 
The overriding principle for all activities involved in protecting and managing 
cultural properties and reviving them as living culture is preserving these heritage 
elements in their original forms. 
 
However, in the case of ICH, due to their very nature of existing and being 
transmitted orally, they are especially vulnerable and endangered in today’s quickly 
evolving, industrialised and urbanised society. Ensuring their continuity over time is 
accordingly more challenging and requires active intervention. 
 
Therefore, state and local governments select and designate categories of ICH more 
severely threatened than others by the changing environment, and provide support 
for transmission activities by Holders and transmitters of skills and the arts to 
guarantee the continuity of traditions and the cultural identity of the nation.  
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2. Process of Designation for the Important Intangible Cultural Properties 
 
Process of designation for the important intangible cultural properties by the state is 
as follows: 

 
1) Application for designation: Applications are submitted by local organisations, 

and the administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration can also use his 
authority to apply items for designation. The artistic skill-holders must be 
included in the application.  

2) Investigation for designation: Based on the data submitted by local 
organisations, a thorough examination is executed by experts in the selected 
sector.  

3) Examination for designation: After examination, the Cultural Heritage 
Committee decides whether the item is valid for designation.  

4) Notification of designation: The Official Gazette announces notification of 
designation as an intangible cultural property for more than thirty days.  

5) Deliberation of designation: The Cultural Heritage Committee decides after 
deliberation, whether the selected item is designated or cancelled.  

6) Announcement of the designation: Results are announced by the Official 
Gazette to the applicants—local organisations and holders. 

 
When a designated item has lost value as a national cultural asset, or if there is any 
other special reason, the administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration can 
cancel the designation through deliberation of the Cultural Heritage Committee. 
 
 
3. Training System for Transmission of the Important Intangible Cultural Properties 
 
Korea's ICH system maintains a consistent initiation procedure from skill holder to 
apprentice to graduate- scholarship student (or general student).  
 
A holder can be either an individual or an organisation. The main responsibility of 
holders is 'to spread traditional culture and teach their property to the next 
generation'. Once certain individuals or organisations are acknowledged as holders, 
they select the initiates with the will and the ability to inherit their skill and 
property. When the selected students complete the three-year course and reach the 
level of obtaining definite ability, they are recognised as graduates. Among these 
graduates, the most excellent will be selected as initiation education instructors by 
recommendation of holders and the evaluations of cultural experts. These chosen 
apprentices have the duty to assist the holders as well as learn the holders’ skills. 
 
ICH has been designated and Holders have been authorised since 1964. Over the last 
fifty years, present Holders have changed from first generation to second or third 
generation. When the authorised Holders cannot normally initiate the skills due to 
old age or disease, they are acknowledged as honorary Holders. 
 
As explained above, Korea's initiation system of ICH has been providing and 
supporting a stable atmosphere for the initiation of precious skills and heritage.  
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4. Current Situation on designation of Important Intangible Cultural Properties 
 
ICH under the Korean system is divided into seven sub-categories: music, dance, 
drama, folk games and rites, martial arts, handicrafts, and cuisine. The following 
table summarises the statistics on important ICH safeguarded as of December 2011. 
 

Holders and Transmitters by Category (as of 31 December 2011) 
 

Designated 
Categories 

Performance Craftsmanship 

Total 
Music Dance Drama 

Folk 
Games 

and 
Rites 

Martial 
Arts 

Handi
crafts 

Cuisine 

Designated Items 17 7 14 24 1 49 2 114 

Holder 
Organisation 

14 4 13 26 - - 1 58 

 
Desig-
natee  

Holders 39 11 24 35 1 64 4 178 

Apprentice 89 21 67 71 2 49 1 300 

Graduate 1,973 720 471 612 49 474 17 4,316 

Scholarship 
Student 

14 - 1 - - 56 - 71 

Total 
(1+2+3+4) 

2,115 752 563 718 52 643 22 4,865 

Honorary 
Holders 

2 1 6 7 - 9 1 26 

Source: Cultural Heritage Administration in Korea 
 
 
5. Documentation of Important Intangible Cultural Properties 
 
According to the Cultural Properties Protection Act, Korean government is 
responsible for producing documentary films of Important Intangible Cultural 
Properties. Therefore, documentation of Important Intangible Cultural Properties 
has been carried out along with designation. There are various measures to 
document Important Intangible Cultural Properties, whilst producing documentary 
film has been the most recognisable way. 
 
The government of the Republic of Korea started producing documentary film for 
Important Intangible Cultural Properties by using 16mm film since 1964 when the 
first designation of Important Intangible Cultural Properties was made. From 1995, 
broadcasting cameras have been used for Important Intangible Cultural Properties 
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documentary films. Until 2011, 111 Important Intangible Cultural Properties out of 
114 elements were documented. Three elements have not been recorded since there 
is no skill holder who is identified by the government.  
 
The processes of producing IICP documentary film are as follows: 

 
1) Selection of ICH Element:  

The target element for a documentary film is selected after considering priority 
among the ICH element. 

 
2) Production Planning:  

Before the production of a documentary film, a production plan will be decided 
based on either research reports on a particular ICH element or an existing film 
of a similar element. 
There are the major reasons for the selection: 
First, surviving holders are too old and his/her skill needs to be documented for 
this reason,  
Second, the ICH element that its transmission to future generations is at risk, 
Third, the element is a newly designated ICH element by the government. 

 
3) Selection of an Advisory Panel:  

Experts in related fields are selected to create an advisory panel to supervise 
the filmmaking throughout whole process. Panel Members are generally 
selected from among Cultural Heritage Committee members who participated 
in the research of the selected ICH element. 

 
4) Selection of a Production Studio:  

Applicants from the production companies for ICH documentary filming are 
screened on the basis of their track records in documentary film production and 
sample films submitted for panel review.  

 
5) Writing and Reviewing the Script: 

A script for each of the documentary films of ICH is written by professional 
documentary screenwriters. Screenwriters consult related literature including 
various research reports on the ICH element concerned and meet with skill 
holders to gather information. The script is normally finalised after the film is 
recorded. Once the preliminary editing is completed, the script will be finalised 
so that the video and audio match. The audio script, like the draft scenario, 
should contain information about crafts or arts demonstrated or performed in 
the film as well as information about the holder's life and his or her mentors 
and mentees.  

 
6) Shooting: 

Documentary films on ICH holders (or groups or associations) are aimed at 
comprehensively documenting the process of making crafts or performing art.  
Filming locations are mostly the workshops or outdoor performing venues used 
by of skill holders or groups. Ancient artefacts or books and documents, related 
to a documented tradition are filmed either in specialised institutes such as 
libraries and museums, or in studios. Whilst 16 mm films were the main 
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recording medium between 1965 and 1994, they have been replaced by digital 
media. Compared to analogue betacams, digital betacams better preserve the 
audio quality. The filming crew, led by the director, includes an assistant 
director, camera operators, and sound and lighting technicians.  
The size of the crew, equipment involved, and the duration of filming vary 
according to the type of ICH. 

 
7) Editing, Audio Recording, and Premiering: 

Advisory panel members and heritage holders usually take part in the editing 
process. Once the editing is completed, the narration, based on the pre-
prepared script, is dubbed by a voice actor. The completed documentary film 
will be reviewed by experts and press, including the advisory panel members, 
and will be edited again to reflect their feedback. 

 
8) Delivery and Distribution of the Completed Film  

The production company will deliver final version of the film when it's ready 
along with the original betacam version. They should also produce two different 
edited versions: one is the full version, which can last more than six hours, and 
the other is a shorter version (between thirty minutes and one hour) for public 
distribution. For the public use, around 1,000 copies are printed and distributed 
to libraries and museums. 

 
6. Conclusion: Policy Improvement Efforts in Korea 
 
Over the last several decades in Korea, the institutional safeguarding system for ICH 
in Korea has faced various issues and contradictions. For example, because the 
system focuses on safeguarding only 114 designated elements, undesignated 
elements have begun to disappear due to neglect. Additional criticisms of the system 
have been that by recognising a holder, he or she tended to become the sole cultural 
authority of that element, and because the system focuses on preservation of 
specific forms at the time of their designation, designated elements essentially 
become frozen in time.  
 
With regard to these issues, the 2003 UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage has posed challenges to the institutional policy of 
Korea that many domestic policy makers and experts are committed to overcoming.  
In comparison with the current Important Intangible Cultural Property designation 
system in Korea, a broader concept of intangible cultural heritage is embodied 
through the definition and domains in the 2003 Convention. In addition, there is 
more flexibility in the application of safeguarding measures, and there is an 
emphasis on community involvement.  
Now the Cultural Heritage Administration and relevant experts in the ICH field in 
Korea are making efforts to overcome these issues. Under the direction of the 2003 
UNESCO Convention, we are searching for alternative approaches. In light of this, we 
anticipate that the Convention will lead us toward opportunities to improve our 
current system for the future ICH safeguarding. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
 

 
 

2012 Sub-regional Information and Network Meeting for 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Pacific 

 
29 February-1 March 2012, Rarotonga, Cook Islands 

 
 

The participants (representatives of Cook Islands, Fiji, Palau, Papua New Guinea, 
Tonga, Vanuatu, as well as the International Information and Networking Centre for 
Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region under the auspices of UNESCO 
(ICHCAP), UNESCO Office for the Pacific States of the Sub-regional Information and 
Network Meeting for Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Pacific 
that was held in Rarotonga, Cook Islands, from 29 February to 1 March 2012,  
 
Expressing deep gratitude to the hosts, the Ministry of Cultural Development of the 
Cook Islands, and ICHCAP, as well as the collaborating body, the UNESCO Office for 
the Pacific States for promoting international cooperation in the ICH field and for the 
outstanding organisation of this meeting, 
Recognising the abundance of the ICH in the region, in terms of representing cultural 
identity and promoting cultural diversity in the region, 
Noting the importance to work forward in implementing the 2003 Convention for 
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage,  
Emphasising the significance of mutual cooperation in safeguarding ICH at both 
regional and international levels, 
Recognising the crucial role of individuals, groups, and communities concerned in 
relation to ICH safeguarding in the region,  
Acknowledging the strong need to improve capacity in building and managing ICH 
information systems at both national and regional levels for sustainable 
development and cultural diversity in the Pacific region, 
 
Agree to continue cooperating in the following 
 
I.  At the National Level: 

a. continue to enhance information systems and networking amongst 
stakeholders at national level and then progressing to put together a 
regional strategy and action plan;  
 

b. use media tools, such as DVDs, visual arts, websites, newsletter 
publications, and photo exhibitions, to create public awareness of 
ICH as well as interview the elderly in communities and collect raw 
materials at the national level; 
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II.  At the Regional Level: 

a. encourage Pacific countries to ratify the ICH Convention by using 
regional forums (Council of Pacific Arts and Ministerial Forum) for 
that purpose by relaying to them the importance of signing the 
Convention; 

b. request ICHCAP to organise next information system and network 
meeting in 2013 in cooperation with one of the Pacific countries and 
the UNESCO Office for the Pacific States; 

c. disseminate good practices of information systems (PNG and Fiji 
experience) and create a promotional website focusing on ICH of the 
Pacific  

d. organise training workshops and personnel exchange programmes 
on building and managing information systems (documentation, 
database, digitisation, and archiving) in collaboration with ICHCAP;  

e. encourage the Pacific countries to collaborate with regional 
organisations, such as ICHCAP, to strengthen capacity in information 
systems and networking. 
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Appendix 1 

Programme 
 

 

 Second Sub-regional Network Meeting in the Pacific 
 

Wednesday, 29 February 2012 
 

08:00 – 08:30  Registration of Participants 

Traditional Welcome  

08.45 – 10:45 Opening Ceremony: Sonny Williams  

   Prayer: Pastor Ngatokorua Patia of the Cook Islands Christian Church 

Welcome Address: Sonny Williams 

Opening Remarks by Dr Samuel Lee, Director of ICHCAP 

Keynote Speech: by Hon. Teariki Heather, Minister of Cultural 
Development, Cook Islands 

Traditional Performance of the Cook Islands: Avarua Primary School 

10:45 – 11:00  Photo Session and Tea Break  

11:00 – 12:00 Session 1: Introduction to the Meeting: Sonny Williams - 

Introduction of Participants:  
 Greeting Message: Ms Akatsuki Takahashi, Programme Specialist for   
 UNESCO Office for the Pacific States, Apia 

 Keynote Presentation:  

1. ICH Safeguarding in the Pacific - Ms Repeta Puna, Cook Islands 
2. ICHCAP Activities for Information and Networking for ICH Safeguarding   
 in Asia and the Pacific -Dr Samuel Lee, ICHCAP 

 General Discussion 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch 
13:00 – 16:30 Session 1.ICH Information Systems for ICH Safeguarding and 
                                            Implementing the 2003 ICH Convention at the National Level 
                                            Chaired by ICHCAP:  
                                            Presentation of Country Reports  

1. Palau – Ms Kiblas Soaladaob 
2. Papua New Guinea – Dr Jacob L. Simet 
3. Fiji – Mr Sipiriano Nemani Ranuku 
4. Tonga – Ms Pulupaki’ ASM Ika 
5. Cook Islands – Ms Ngatuaine Maui 
6. Vanuatu – Ms Christina Suzie Hyna 

                                            General Discussion 

16:30                 Closing Prayer  
19:00                Welcoming Dinner at Rarotongan Resort 
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Thursday, 01 March 2012 
9:00 – 12:00  Session 2.UNESCO ICH Convention and its Implementation  

 1. Dr Akatsuki Takahashi, UNESCO Apia Office 
 2. Dr Seong-Yong   Park, ICHCAP 
 

Session 3. Good Practices in ICH Safeguarding in the Pacific 
1. Mr Sipiriano Nemani Ranuku, Fiji 
2. Ms Pulupaki’ ASM Ika, Tonga 
3. Mr Weonmo Park, ICHCAP 

 
General Discussion 

12:00 – 13:00  Lunch 
13:00 – 15:00  Roundtable on Possible Collaboration for Building ICH Information     
                                             Systems in the Pacific:  
16:00  Wrap up and Closing 
20:00 Guests of the Ministry of Cultural Development to the “Mire Atu” at the 

National Auditorium  
22:00   Return to Hotel 
 
 
Friday, 02 March 2012 
10:00   Visit: Highland Paradise at Arorangi 
   Tour Around the Island & Visit Historical Sites 
12:00   LUNCH   

Return to Hotel 
    
22:00    Ready for Departure 
   Travel to the Rarotonga International Airport 
 
 
Saturday, 03 March 2012 
01:30   Departure 
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Appendix 2 

List of participants 
 

 
 

□ Opening Ceremony 
 

 

Hon. Teariki HEATHER 
 
Minister  
Ministry of Cultural Development 
Cook Islands 

 

Samuel LEE 
 
Director 
International Information and Networking 
Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the 
Asia-Pacific region 

 

Sonny WILLIAMS 
 
Secretary  
Ministry of Cultural Development 
Cook Islands 

 

Akatsuki TAKAHASHI  
 
Programme Specialist for Culture 
UNESCO Office for the Pacific State 

 
 

□ Keynote Speech 

 

 

Repeta PUNA 
 
Policy Analyst 
Prime Minister’s Office 
Traditional Knowledge Consultant 
Cook Islands 

 

Seong-Yong PARK 
 
Assistant Director 
International Information and Networking 
Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the 
Asia-Pacific region 
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□ Presenters 
 

Participants from Pacific Countries 

 

Kiblas SOALADAOB 
 
Palau’s representative 
Ministry of Community & Cultural Affairs 
Palau  
 

 

Jacob L. SIMET 
 
Executive Director 
National Cultural Commission 
Papua New Guinea  
 

 

Sipiriano Nemani RANUKU 
 
Principal Cultural Development Officer 
Ministry of Education, National Heritage, Culture & 
Arts, Youth & Sports 
Fiji 

 

Pulupaki’ A Siuilikutapu IKA 
 
Head  
Culture Division 
Ministry of Education, Women Affairs and Culture 
Kingdom of Tonga  

 

Ngatuaine MAUI 
 
Anthropologist 
Ministry of Cultural Development 
Cook Islands 

 

Christina Suzie HYNA  
 
Lawyer 
Vanuatu Cultural Centre 
Vanuatu  
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□ Secretariat  

ICHCAP / UNESCO National Commission for Tonga 

 

Weonmo PARK 
 
Chief of Information and Research Division 
International Information and Networking Centre 
for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific 
region  

 

Boyoung CHA 
 
Programme Officer 
International Information and Networking Centre 
for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific 
region 

 

Liz PONGA 
 
Policy Officer 
Ministry of Cultural Development 
Cook Islands 

 

Pehau NROWNE 
 
Senior Finance Officer 
Ministry of Cultural Development 
Cook Islands 

 
□ Cook Islands Observers 
 

• Mrs Sharyn Paio, National Commissioner Cook Islands,  
• Mr Tou Ariki, President of the Are Ariki (House of Chiefs) 
• Mrs Maria Henderson, President of the Koutu Nui (Sub-Chiefs) 
• Ina Hermann Ministry of Education – CEO 
• Vaitoti Tupa, Director of National Environment Services 
• Matilda Tairea, President, PPSEAWA 
• Ian Karika – President of the Cook Islands Voyaging Society – Traditional 

Navigator 
• Kelvin Passfield, Policy Advisor, Ministry of Marine Resources, Cook Islands 
• Gerald McCormack, Director of Nature Heritage Trust, Rarotonga 
• Ms Justina Nicholas, Manager for the National Museum, Cook Islands 
• Mr George Baniani, Manager for the National Library and Archives, Cook Islands 
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Appendix 3 

Photos 
 
 

 
Pacific Networking Meeting (29 February 2012) 

 

 
 

Participants of the sub-regional meeting in the Cook Islands 
 
 

 

 
 

Opening ceremony 
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Opening Performance  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Traditional Performance of the Cook Islands: Avarua Primary School 
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Presentation Session 

 

 
Keynote Speeches (Cook Islands & ICHCAP)  

 
 
 
 

 
Presentations from ICHCAP and the Cook Islands 
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Presentations from UNESCO Apia & ICHCAP 

 
 
 

 
Participants 
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Roundtable Meeting (1 March 2012)  
 
 
 
 

 

 
Chairperson 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Discussion on Possible Collaboration for Building ICH Information in the Pacific 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

PHOTOS  |   107  

Preparation of the Meeting  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Working Meeting 

 
 

  
Secretariat 
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Field Visit (2 March 2012) 
 
 

 
 

 
Visit Highland Paradise at Arorangi 

 
  

 
Visit Historical Sites  
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Traditional Music Playing 

 
 
 

 
Cook Islands Traditional Dance Performance 
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