INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF BHUTAN

Dzink is a piece of bamboo bent to function as a tongs.
This tool is used to transport the hot burning pots for
lachhu application. Zham is a circular metallic tool used
to remove the excess soil from inside the pot.

5.3.3.1.3. Trangtring – also known as damaru. Although
wood is widely used for making damaru, a pair of human
skull makes a special damaru to be used by highly
learned gomchens.

Pots are not made during the monsoon season, because
the continuous rain disrupts the burning of the pots in
the open area fire.

5.3.3.2. From animal bones/tusk/horn of rhinoceros,
takin, tiger, sambar deer, buffalo and oxen are used for
making various kinds of products as stated below:

5.3.3. Bone/Horn/Tusk Work

5.3.3.2.1. Rosary beads or prayer beads are also made of
out of animal bones.

Bone work, is also known as ruezo in Bhutan and it is
one of the earliest tools used by humans for cutting,
digging and hunting purposes. Bone work could
therefore be one of the oldest craft which has taken firm
roots in our culture. It is believed the craft had come to
Bhutan from Mongolia via Tibet in the seventh century
during the reign of King Songtsen Gampo. This craft is
fast diminishing and needs to be revitalized.
5.3.3.1. From human bones the following objects are
made:
5.3.3.1.1. Kangdu–Kangdu is a trumpet made from
human thigh bones and used as an instrument during
rituals performed by the monks and gomchens. It is
decorated with silver and gold at the notch.
5.3.3.1.2. Kapalee/kapala –the human skull is used to
offer duetsi – alcohol offering to the guardian deities.
Most often the Kapalee is plaited with gold or silver
from outside.

5.3.3.2.2. Elephant tusk are used to make decorative
and ornamental items such as rings, earrings, necklaces,
bracelet, etc.
5.3.3.2.3. Horns and bones of various animals are used
for making items such as cup, palang or jandom (alcohol
container) and handles of hand instruments.
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5.3.3.2.4. Bones have also been used to make musical
instruments such Pchiwang and dranyen.
5.3.4. Leather Work
Kozo is also an ancient craft practiced in Bhutan. The
hides of ox that are older than seven years but not too
old are mainly used for hide work. Other hides used are
those of goats, deer and snakes. Owing to availability
of cheaper leather goods from neighbouring countries,
leather work in Bhutan is hardly practiced today and
needs to be revived.
First the hide is dried in the sun by stretching it on the
ground by wooden pegs on the edges or hanging them
on frames. When the hide is fully dried, it is soaked in
cold ash water. After draining out the ash water, the hide
has to be stretched using wooden pegs in order to shave
off the hair and any flesh remains. Once again ashes are
applied and turned inside out to remove the skin. Next
rancid butter or shing mar is applied on the clean-shaven
hide which is then thrashed using heavy wooden club
and periodically clobbered with legs. When the hide
becomes softer and flexible, it is kept away from air to
let it dry completely. Then it is cut into different shapes
as desired and stitched.
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